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Jesus came into our lives to spread joy X 

By Father Albert Shamon 
Courier columnist 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) John 
2:1-12; (Rl) Isaiah 62:1-5; (R2) .1 
Corinthians 12:4-11. 

The first reading from Isaiah was 
chosen because it is rich in marriage 
imagery, which links it with the 
Gospel story. 

John expounds a whole theology 
in the Gospel story of the wedding 
at Cana. In the Old Testament, 
water was used for ceremonial 
washings. At the wedding banquet 
in the N e w Testament/ Jesus 
changed water into wine to prefi
gure the dawn of the Messianic era. 
Then at another banquet — His last 
supper — Jesus changed wine into 
His body and blood, prefiguring the 
blood of the new covenant. 

Cana was located about six miles 
northeast of Nazareth. Mary was 
there, but not Joseph — who was 
probably dead. Although he was a 
little late, Jesus also came to the 

wedding. He brought five disciples 
along with h in t 

Mary noticed the lack of wine of 
Cana when she said to Jesus, "They 
have no wine." She was concerned, 
as she always is. Jesus ansWered, 
"Woman, how does this concern of 
yours involve me? My hour has not 
yet come." 

That was certainly a strange an
swer. No eastern lad would address 
his mother as "woman." The Greek 
word for woman, gunai, was a title 
of respect, but still- not a title a child 
would use to address his mother. 

John was writing some 60 or 70 
years after these events. He saw that 
Mary was the woman foretold by 
God in the garden of Eden (Genesis 
3:15) — the new Eve, the Mother of 
all the living. 

And the hour that Jesus was re
ferring to was the hour that began 
at the Last Supper and ended on the 
cross. He changed water into wine 
at Cana; He changed wine into His 
body and blood at the Last Supper. 
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Mary was only the Mother of Jesus 
at Cana and so her concern foX oth
ers did not necessarily involve' 

She became the Mother of U£L all 
on Calvary, when His hour ca 
And so her concerns for us would 

from then on involve Him. 
Mary understood this, so she re

linquished her hold on her Son. Her 
valedictory words were , . " D o 
whatever he tells you." 

Feodor Mikhailovich Dostoyevski 
remarked once that the first miracle 
of Jesus was not to heal the sick, 
cure the blind, raise the dead, or 
drive out demons. His first miracle 
was to save a young couple from 
being embarrassed on their wed
ding day, to prevent the joy of a 
wedding feast from turning into 
sorrow. 

Ted Lewis Mvas one of the great 
old-time entertainers. He used to 
sashay onto the stage with a stove
pipe hat and a silver-knobbed cane. 
He would do a little soft-shoe, get 
everybody laughing and then say, 
"Is everybody happy?" 

Jesus came onto the stage of life 
just to make everybody happy and 
to spread joy. The only condition is 
that we invite Him and His Mother 
into our marriages and our lives. 

ALONG THE CANAL 
AND IN TOWN... 

PITTSFORD, NY 
PURE 

IRISH WOOL | 
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Hand Knit ; 
Aran Sweaters ! | 

(Stop in a n d try o n e o n for $ize! 

Quality Gifts with a Gaelic Flair j 

39 S. Main St. j 
(in the.village of Pittsford) i 

(716)248-8346 I 
HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 10-5 ! 

A NEW LOOK IN * 
THE NEjW YEAR! 

Choose from a; wide selection of 
LAMPS & LAMP SHADES 

casual to elegant, classic to 
contemporary. 

Lamp Repair • Gifts 
• Gift Certificates 

m^Sliatic^Lady^ I 

385-7559 
Northfield Common, Pittsford <§ 

Tues.-Firi. 10-4, Sat. 10-2 

Brilliant! Powerful! Extraordinary! 

McNeil 

Saturday 
Febriiary 15 

8 p.m. 
Tickets $20 

From Paris to Cairo, Bangladesh to Morocco, this company of |13 singers has spread 
the rich genre of African-American music known as Negro Spirituals. This highly 

acclaimed ensemble's program also includes calypso, jazz, gospel & secular folk songs. 

,<S8h Nazareth College 
^ ' Arts Center 

B o x Off ice: 5 8 6 - 2 4 2 0 

G r o u p s : 4 2 4 - 2 9 7 9 

Thursday, January 16, 1992 

*Dt t7ftanla £ j Itavel 
1521 MONROE AVE. 271-0100 

. 3 , MW 0SLEA1VS 
Announcing our 14th Annual 
Spring Break Escorted Tour to 

NEW ORLEANS, APRIL 20-24 
5 Days, 4 Nights, All Inclusive 

$77900
 P o ./dbl. includes 

••^/Jj0 » .^Houna trip air from Hocnester, deluxe accomodations in the heart 
* ^ ** French Quarter, sightseeing, Mississippi River Cruise, Special meals. 

THIS IS ALWAYS A SELLOUT ... CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS! 

9^ ~\ ~\^S\ ~Round trip air from Rochester, deluxe accomodations in the heart of the 

North Village Apartments 
2515 Culver Road 

(Located near the Shire at Culverton) 

One & Two Bedroom 
Garden Apartments for 

Senior Citizens 
CURRENTLY ACCEPTING 

APPLICATIONS 

Second Floor 
Apartments 

Now Available 
1 Bdrm , $457°«/mo. 

• Security 
• Independence 
• Convenient Location 

Please call Mr. LeChase at 
(716) 467-4544 
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