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Nazareth vof/unteers see dlfferent

‘By Mli(o Latona

Staff writer
ROCHESTER Volunteemg at an

mner-mty children’s center isn't easy -

work,respeaally when you're new at it,
* Yet, there are so many Nazareth
Acadg,my students who want to be a
part of the school’s Tutoring Program’

“that campus minister Terry Reeder

can't use them all.

“Our Nazareth students are so hun-
gry to get out and do things in the
community,” said Reeder, who serves
as the program’s coordinator. “I have
10 (students) who come regularly, and
L have to limit that group to just sen-
iors because there are so many people
who want to do this.”

Each Tuesday and Thursday, and
every other Wednesday, the Nazareth
students spend one hour assisting with
the_After School Program at the Cor-
pus Christi Center, 142 Webster Aveé.

Neighborhood children, ages 2 to 11,
come|to the center for tutoring as well
as recreational activities. The program
was |originated in 1983 by Corpus

hriﬁn parishioner Diana Rivaldo.

Since Nazareth became involved last
year.| Students come ‘to the center in
groups of three or four, spending time
with 10 to 15 children.

n the street there are liquor
stores, bars and people using drugs.
But it's safe in here,” Reeder remar-
ked./“And the kids love the attention.
They soak it up.”

e atmosphere last Tuesday was
upbeat since the children were trying
out new games recently donated by
Nazareth College of Rochester. A rau-
cous version of “Twister” seemed to
be the hit of the day as volunteers and
children alike got into the action.

Brittany Gray, 17, one of the Na-
zareth Academy volunteers, admits
that| her first trip to Corpus Christi
Center was “a little frightening,” but
now she “likes it a lot.”

“ﬂ‘rea]ly like the kids, and it’s fun
for ” she said.

A other volunteer, Amy Frech, 17,
add , “Every week the kids look so

ard to seeing you. It nges you a

good feeling that you're helping

them.”
Tpny DiPasquale, .an 11-year-old

- who lives upstairs from the center,

noted that being with the Nazareth
students is “fun,” and that “some-
imes they help me with my home-
k.’ He's a fifth-grader at No. 25

istmas party the Tutoring Program
nsored at Nazareth Academy for
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Nazareth Academy senior AmyJFrech shares a playful moment with th girls in the Tutoring Program her school

sponsors. Several days each

the Corpus Christi Center children last
month. Thanks to the volunteers:J
draising efforts, the group was able to
present several gifts to the children.
“You would call out their name and

they’d see three gifts, and their leyes

opened so wide,” Gray recalled. |“For.

some of the children these were the
only gifts they’d get for Christmas, so
they’d didn’t unwrap them there. They
took them home so they could bpen
them on Christmas Day.”

Moments such as these provihe a
heavy dose of reality for the vol-
unteers, many of whom had never

been directly exposed to poverty be-
fore joining the program.

. “I've had kids cry in the car on the
way home (from the Corpus Christi
Center),” Reeder related. ““It's hard for
my students. It is a culture s but
that's part of the objecﬁve%
that’s what part of being a Christian is.

You see the face of God in the poor,
and you have to experience it.”
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Xtra Depth®

shoes.
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LOTEMPIO
SHOE STORE

Rochester’'s Finest Orthopedic Shoé Store
Certified Orthopedic Shoe Technician
790 Ridge Rd., Webster+671-8289
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Play festival on tap at Our Lady of Mercy

ROCHESTER — Our Lady of cjrcy
High School, 1437 Blossom Roa
hosting the fourth annual Moriroe
County High School One-Act Play Fes-
tival this year.

The festival is scheduled for Fnray
and Saturday evenings, Feb. 7-8, {be-
ginning at 7 p.m. €ach night. |

}

Eight Rochester-area high schools,
including Mercy, Aquinas Institute,

"Bishop Kearney and McQuaid Jesuit,

will perform in the Mercy auditorium.
Local theater professionals will judge
the skits.

The festival is open to the public.
Tickets are $2 at the door.

Kearney to host Wl}nter Guard competition

ROCHES TER — Fourteen cplor
guard groups from upstate New York
will perform at Winter Guard on Bat-
urday, Jan. 25, at 7 p.m. The event will
be hosted and sponsored by Bishop
Kearney High School, 125 Kings
Highway South.

Color guards from Kearney 5and

‘Aquinas Institute will be among those
|

competing in the event.

Tickets cost $4 in advance ($3.50 for
children aged 12 and under) or $5 at
the door. Admission is $3.50 for chil-
dren ages 12 and under.

Ticket information may be obtamed
by calling Ann O’Connell at
716/342-4000.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
HIGHLAND HOSPITAL

PATIENT INFORMATION RECEPTIONISTS

There are several exciting, high-visibility volunteer posi-
tions available at Highland Hospital,
Avenue. As a Patlent{ Information Receptionist, the
volunteer will be offered a comprehensive training pro-
gram which includes c&mputer operations, phone skills,
and general hospital onentatlon. The volunteer should
be friendly, courteous, enjoy working with people, and

quvmes Available hours include
weekdays 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon and 12.noon - 4:00 p-m.
Trammg sessions are ﬁow available.

For more information, please contact Carol Steppe or
Jodi Zaccour, Human Resources at Highland Hospital at
461-6700, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. tq 4:00
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