otos

pa
lav

" to
eek

ko,
do
he
r of
ral

the
ers
be-
ing

sod
ad-
eSS

fter
ital,

gen

For
ron
less
tors
Hon
She

get-

s of °

ates

rier

i, ot ottt

AL bt e T

RS PN,

_ By Rob Culiivan

. helpeg

a
i

/fjeature

'
(
|

M:nonty

g
|
|
|

Staff writer.
Diocesan history from 1950-1975

was bracketed by the arrival of refu-

gees from Europe and from Southeast
Asia.

Between these waves of forexgn im-
migration, migrations of such US. citi-
zens as Puerto Ricans and Afncan-
Americans to the nation’s Northeast
also dramatically altered the :ethnic

' chara*:ter of several daocesan panshes

| The( Europeans |

Father Robert F.’McNamara’s book
The Diocese of Rochester — 1868-1968
notes |that a refugee-relief bill passed
by C ngress in 1953 enabled European
Catholics of wvarious ethnic : back-
grounds to settle alongside natwe—born
Catholic brethren in the diocese.

The Rochester Chapter of the Ameri-
can Committee on Italian Immigration
to settle a number of ltalian
Catholics in the area in'the early 1950s.
Meanwhile, the clergy of St. George ]
Panshl in Rochester worked on:behalf
of about 400 Lithuanian exiles who
had leﬁ their Soviet-dominated home-
land to live in the diocese.

uﬁ tholics had a presence
in the diocese since the 1800s, but their
numbers here Jincreased considerably
after both world wars. In 1953, Hung-
arians' began gathering at St. Patrick’s
Church in Rochester to celebrate their
national feast days with a Mass and
social hour, Father McNamara. recor-
ded. :

The ill-fated [Hungarian uprising of
wi;th Soviet tanks rolling
streets of Budapest and
of Hungarians fleeing to

Europe. Rochester Catholic
Charities established the Emergency
Fund for Hungarian Refugees, and
helped resettle| 50 families throughout
the diocese’s 12 counties. 4

The Amer canMigranjts
The Diocese of Rochester praved at-
tractiye in the "50s not only to refugees
from | Europe, |but also to black mi-
grants from the southern United States

-and to Puerto| Ricans from the us’

Caribbean commonwealth. ;

While most of the African-
Americans did|not belong to thg Cath-
olic Church, C?thohcnsm was rnearly a
nﬂu?ght for most of the newly ar-
rived Puerto R;cans By the end of the
1950s) almost 5,000 had settled in Ro-
chester, along with hundreds more in
Geneva and Newark. i

One of the ways the diocese respon-
ded to this influx of Spanish-speaking
Catholics was by offering special Mas-
ses at such sites as Rochester's St.
Joseph's Houseé of Hospitality. During
such liturgical celebrations, the faithful
were treated to sermons in then- natlve
tongue.

Father McNamara's book notes that

" ched Bishop Fulton ]. Sheen
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File photo

Hispanics — and the Afrlcan-Ame jcans pictured in this 1964 photo from Ro-

chester’s St. Bridget's Parish — changed the ethnic makeup of several dio-
cesan parishes in the decades fcjll ing World War il. .

in Geneva, the Rosary Society o

Francis DeSales Church gave |a
Christmas party for Hispanic chlldr en
in 1956. “’ A surprise visitor to the par
was Sr. Casimiro Gonzalez Correa, Ro-
chester-based field representativ Jof
the Commonwealth of Puerto R1

he wrote.

Cuban refugees and Mexican n ni-
grants joined the diocese’s Spanishts-
peaking populatlon in the mid-1960s,
adding to the growing number of = S
panic Catholics, who would nurnber
more than 20,000 by the next decade,

In 1965, diocesan Hispanics indu-
gurated the Cursillo movement, |a
weekend spiritual renewal that origi
ated in Spain. An assistant pastor. lat
Rochester St. Bndget s Church, Father
Roger Baglin, was involved with the
Cursillo movement at the time, and
through it became acquainted with the
situation of Hispanic Catholics ip the
diocese.

Eventually, Father Baglin ap

documentation on the “Latin sit
tion,” as the then-Courier-Journal c
it at the time, and the bishop appoin-
ted the priest to head the Spani
Apostolate in 1967. :

Since that time, the apostolate —
currently located next to Rochester’s
St. Michael’s Church on North Clinton
Avenue — has worked to serve the

ETHNICITY
of the

DIOCESE
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needs of Spanjsh-speaking Catholics
by encouraging cultural celebrations,
historical awareness and liturgical life.
African-American Catholics, while
fewer in number than the Puerto-
Ricans, nonetheless had established a
presence in the diocese prior to the

|
f
i
| .
|

groups made mark in 1 950s, '60s

great migrations that f 1lowed World
" War II. As early as 1937jblack children
were attending such Catholic schools
as Immaculate Conceptxon in Roches-

ter. ‘
The diocese also proiiuced two no-
table black|Catholic vacations in the
1950s and 760s. Brother Ralph J. Car-
penter took his perpettial vows with
the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart in
1951, and P}ather Charlés Hall, SS], an
Aquinas Institute graduate, was or-
dained in 1960. .

Civil-rights activism| in the 1950s
and '60s helped create the Catholic In-
terracial Co cil of Rochester in 1960.
The CIC sponsored su events as in-
terracial. sses and Communion
breakfasts, jand presenied panel dis-
cussions on|racial questions.

But the |frustrations of the civil-
rights era led such Rochester parishes

as St. Bridget, St. Lucyiand St. Franeis
Xavier to witness the turmoil that
swept the city in the 1964 riots. “Al-
though mahy commegmal properties
were daméged, fortunately church
property- did not ,s}uffer," Father
McNamara frecorded.

By the end of the 1960s, many white
Catholics had joined other whites mov-
ing from the cities to suburban areas of
the diocese, where several new pari-

-shes were formed to serve them. Con-
.sequently, many urbanjparishes, parti-
cularly in Rochester, declined in mem-
"bership or jsaw theé character of their

_congregations change | from German,
Irish, Polish or Italian heritage to His-
panic or Affican-American.

And, to Lthis day, spich urban pari-
shes as Our Lady of {Perpetual Help
are marked by a mixed population of
older wlute‘ and y&mg*er black or His-
panic families.

> Father McNamara jalso noted . that
smaller groups of Filipinos and Uk-
rainians also made their way to the
diocese in|the 1950s, ‘60s and early
'705

The As:ans

“The fall of South Vietnam’s capital,
Saigon, in Ithe spring of 1975 helped
form the next wave of Catholics seek-
ing a new life in‘the |diocese. A May,
1975, edition of the then-Couner-]oumal

related the effotts of a Catholic Hung-
arian exile from the :1950s who was
advocating ' hospitality toward the
coming surge of refugees.

' think that the Vietnamese will
make a good addition to our society,’
said Peter Steiner, yesterday’s Hungar-

< jan refugee and today’s American citi-

zen,” the Courier reported. - .
e o o
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