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A letter to a priest about 'Joshua 
EDITORS' NOTE: The lafe -Father 

Paul J. Cuddy mailed this column to the 
Catholic Courier office ju&t before 
leaving for his retreat in Massachusetts. 

By Father Paul Cuddy 
Courier columnist 

The following is a letter I wrote to 
a fellow priest: 

Thank you for your candid ex
pression of disagreement vyith my 
critique of the book Joshua in the 
Dec. 5, 1991 issue of the [Catholic 
Courier. I expected the embers to be 
stirred from the critique because the 
book has been acclaimed by many 
good people as a great spiritual 
event. I am puzzled mat even some 
of the clergy and religious! should 
be among the acclaimers. I jthink it 
is n o t | 

Reaction to the critique has var
ied. Some express indignation and 
defensiveness. Why! I am njot sure. 
Is it because of the gentle person of 
Joshua? The message of love and 
concern? The zest fcr freedom from 
church regulations and guidance? Is 
it their aversion toward priests and 
bishops? A hostility toward; the In
stitutional Church? Is it a contempt 
for Canon Law which is really to 
protect the rights of the people? Is it 
possible that the literary style is at

tractive to many, so that a criticism 
seems a slight? . 

Some have expressed their appre
ciation. Fewer, of course. But people 
are less likely to express satisfaction 
than dissatisfaction. One note I es
pecially appreciate reads: "Thank 
ypu for your critique. I am uneasy 
that good Catholic friends of mine 
are pushing that book which I think 
baleful and insipid. I suppose that 
deus ex machina intervention tech
nique as a simple solution to prob
lems has a certain attraction." 

Might this not be a correct paral
lel?. If one gave you a beautiful rosy 
apple, sweet and delicious, but shot 
through with a mild poison, would 
you eat it? Joshua is like the sweet 
apple, with a sweet attractive Jo
shua, but shot through with the 
virus of anti-clericalism and a rejec
tion of the Catholic Church as 
uniquely from Jesus Christ 

Unfortunately the Courier omitted 
from the critique the specific 
reasons for the conclusion. Here 
they are, and do have the charity to 
believe my concern about a highly 
uncharitable picture of mean-spir
ited priests, and manipulat ing 
bishop and a derogation «of Christ's 
Church comes only from a love of 
the authentic Church established by 

the historic Jesus Christ. 
~ The critique reads: "Joshua de
clares (to an ecumenical meeting 
with multi-denominational clergy): 
'Take the Christian denominations. 
It is not the following of Jesus that 
makes them different from one an
other. It is the denominational prac
tice that you have created that 
makes them different from one an
other, and keeps them apart. '" 

The Courier omitted what imme
diately followed: "This is hardly the 
conclusion of history, logic, reality 
and truth. The divinity of Christ, the 
Sacraments, the moral law, the 
necessity of baptism, the unity of 
faith with the bishop of Rome and 
his fellow bishops, the validity of 
priestly orders, the Blessed Eucha
rist, the teaching on marriage. All 
these are not up for grabs. 

Jesus said to His apostles, the 
foundation stones' of His Church: 
"Go, make disciples of all nations, 
baptize them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to ob
serve all that (I have commanded 
you." (Mark 28-19) 

Before the* priest receives Holy 
Communion at Mass, h e , prays: 
"Keep me faithful to your teaching, 
and'never let me be separated from 
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you." Joshua gives encouragement 
to do many good things: to have 
compassion, love, tolerance. Joshua 
misses the full teaching of the Gos
pel. 

Why not pick up your copy of the, 
documents of Vatican n, and reread 
the Dogmatic Constitution on the 
Church? As priests we are called to 
tolerance and love, but neither you 
nor I nor Father Joseph Girzone can 
rightly disregard the teaching of 
Christ for a sentimental journey inta 
fantasy land. 

Resolve to 
read more 
good books 
in 
1992! 

(716)473-8634 , 
Mon-Fri 10-5, Sat 10-3 I 

935 East Ave. corner Barrington St. 

BRIAN C. BUETTNER 
Attorney at Law 

Wide range of legal services including: 
• Wills/Probate 

,'• Family Lay/ 
• Bankruptcy, Chapters 7 & 13 
• Criminal/DWI 
• Real Estate 
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OA provides the interesting, satisfy
ing, and rewarding process of 
changing ourselves from the inside. 
You are not alone. Ypu will feel wel
come at any of the 26 weekly, sup
portive meetings in the Rochester 
area. Call 716-461-2228 for meeting 
times and locations. 

No fees...No Dues. 
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RON BUTTARAZZI 
A t t o r n e y At Law 
Full and comprehensive 
legal services for all 
your personal, family 
and business needs. 

"Counsel and support when you need it most" 

C^LL: 2 3 2 - 4 6 4 0 
Wisdom, Justice, Judgement, Equity 
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OVER 45 YEARS 

TROPHIES • PLAQUES 
o*E OF 

-—rr^TlMlGEST »ND HOST 

4 M 546-5143 
TROPHY & AWARD SPECIALISTS! 

• GIFT ITEMS • MEDALS • NOVELTIES 
Dependable/Prompt Service 

All work done on premises by expert professionals 
222 SOUTH AVE. - ONE BLOCK SOUTH OF HUNDELL UBR WY 

ROCHESTER FREE PARKING IN REAR 

V.H. LANG TROPHIES, INC 
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Continental SCHOOL Of BEAUT> CULTURE 

Happy Holidays! 
$ 1 . 0 0 Off cmyhse/vjce 
: $ 3 . 0 0 Qff 5»ny ;@$m 

• • -pp^fM/^A" •' ' 
Senior Citizen Days J 

• Every Monday & Tuesday -* 
Prices range from S12/perm| 

$3 shampoo & set J 
2255 Ridge Rd. E. Culver Ridge Plaza 

342-9011 
633 Jefferson P>d. • 272-8060 
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Catch An Early Breath of Spring at 
Cobblestone Country 

ANTIQUES A N D CRAFTS 
Lee Strauss &. Marian /Lysko 

Chase away the "after-Christmas bare lookf" with the | 
Spring-like beauty of our unusual dried flowers and 
herbs as well as: Delphinium •• Larkspur •Artemesia 
Sweet Annie • Roses Statice • Gypsophilia • Lavender • Canella berries 
Sage ck Marjoram blooms • Ti Tree • Fern • Bear Grass • And others! 
We alsa have a fresh supply of antique ck new baskets; and unique, country 
village birdhouses. \ ' • 

' WINTER HOURS: M, .W-Sat., 10-5; Sun., 12-5; Closed Tuesdays 

5346 West Ridge Rd. • 352-9600 * 
In Cobblestone Schoolhouse at Trimmer Rd^and Ridge Rd. \Vt ml. West of Rt, 259 Just past Mala St. Doll Emporium 

^ 

The Historic 

Experience the Timeless Elegance 
of a Historic Country Inn 

(T16) 226-8181 

» Wedding Deceptions |« Showers • Rehearsal Dinners • 

Private Rooms Tor 10-200 guests 
* Ceremonies * Charming Garden 

* Hors D'oeuvres * Gazebo 

* Sitdown Dinners i * Covered Patio 

* .Buffet Menues * Fountain 
* fifteen Comfortable Guest Dooms • Chafming Bridal Suite 

55 i: Main St. 

Avon. NY 14414 

Nestled in the village of Avon: (minutes off 390 on Dt. 5 & 20, exit 10) 

" ^ 

J be Jvpcbester Theater 

Organ 

^oc Leiy 
Dedicated to preserving the 
sound of the "King of instruments" 

Presents: 

K U R T V O N S C H A K E L 
Saturday, January 18th 

' 8:15 pm 
AT THE AUDITORIUM CENTER 

8 7 5 Main St . East 
Special Discount for Senlor-Clttzen 

Groups of 10 or more 

. A. 

50C OFF 
THIS AD ENTITLES SINGLE-TICKET 
BUYERS TO 50« OFF THE »5.50 
PURCHASE PRICE BY PRESENTING 
THIS AD AT THE BOX OFFICE THE 

X EVENING OF THE CONCERT. 
II For fur ther i n f o r m a t i o n . 
| | ca l l R.T.O.S. a t 5 4 4 - 6 5 9 5 C.C. 

Why do your feet hurt? 

. Hf Arthritis H Arch problems 
m Diabetes m 'Hammer toes 
Hi Bunions HI Sensitive feet ' 

Hi Nagrow/Widefeet 
Come in for a freeprofessional fitting of Xtra 
Depth® shoet/by P.W. Minor and find out 
how good your feet can feeH 

Men's Size Range 6 to 15/Widths A to 5E 
Women's Size Range 3 to 12/Widths 4A to SE 

LOTEMPIO 
SHOE STORE 

Rochester's Finest Orthopedic Shoe Store 
Certified Orthopedic Shoe Technician 

790 Ridge Rd., Webster*671-8289 
(West of 5 Mile Line Rd., next to Bethany Marine World) 

Mon-Fri 9-6; Sat 9-5 

T h u r s d a y , J a n u a r y 9 , 1 9 9 2 . 15 
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