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STOSM to house resource center

By Lee Strong ,‘ g)‘
Staff writer s y

ELMIRA — In conjunction with the
Finger Lakes Office of Social Ministry
and with support from the Diocese of
Rochester, the Southern Tier Office of
Social Ministry has created a Worker
Ownership Resource Center.

George Melas-Kyriazi was hired as
full-time director of the project, effec-
tive Dec. 16, 1991. He will work out of
the center office, located at STOSM,
. 160 High St.

- The Campaign for Human De-

velopment has awarded the project a
"$70,000 grant for the center’s first year
of operation. The diocese has matched
that amount, earmarking nearly
$49,000 — largely, Thanks Giving Ap-
peal funds — and $21,000 in employee
time, officé space and services for the
effort.

In addition, Melas-Kyriazi said, the
diocese has pledged to create a $50,000
loan to help fund the second year of
the projected five-year project. -

The project is designed to help low-
income and unemployed individuals
develop worker-owned cooperative’

- businesses in the 10 counties compris-
ing the Finger Lakes and Southern Tier
regions of the diocese, according to
Melas-Kyriazi, who holds'a master’s
«degree in management from Yale Unix
Versity.

The goal of the project, he explained,
is' to help people “develop economic
possibilities for themselves. The ulti-
mate idea is to develop a situation

~ where they can derive decent incomes
in a good working condition.”

The project will initially consist of‘%
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small group meetings during which
participants will explore business op-
tions. Members will study small busi-
nesses already in operation, meet with
business professionals for advice, and
become familiar with available finan-
cial and support resources, Melas-
Kyriazi explained.

Six groups have already begun
meeting, looking at such possibilities
as opening a laundermat; beginning a
baking cooperative; starting a used
baby clothes and furniture store; and
creating a small home repair business.

The project traces its roots back to
meetings held in 1985 during the draft-
ing of the U.S. Catholic Bishop’s 1986
pastoral letter on economics, titled
Economic Justice for All, noted Kathy
Dubel, STOSM’s director of Justice and
Peace. .

Dubel and STOSM began to develop

the project following those discussions, -

enlisting the participation of FLOSM in

1989. STOSM applied for diocesan and -

CHD funding in 1991, when the project
proposal had been sufficiently de-
veloped.

Meetings with worker groups have
actually been going on since January,

. 1991, when Dubel began working with

a group of five women in Elmira. The
group hopes to open a store in March
of this year, but is still in the process of
deciding:between opening a food store
or a used baby clothing and furniture
store.

Other people have met with the
group, but ultimately ]eft, noted Mar-
ietta White, who has been involved
with the group since it began.

“A lot of people come and go be-
cause they’re not willing to put the
effort into this,”. observed White, a par-.
ishioner of Elmira’s Ss. Peter and Paul
Parish. “Somethirig like this takes a lot
of effort.”

\, White — currently unemployed due
to a disability, but with a background
in sales and management — said the

market-researctr approach taken over -

the past year had helped the group ex-
amine its possibilities carefully. She
noted, for example, that the group had
originally hoped to open a health-food
store, but that the nearly $80,000 start-

-| up cost and the lack of readily availa- -

ble resources led them to examine

_ more practical options.

Her own goal, White said, is “own-
ing my own business, and being able
to set my own destiny.”

Marilyn Skebey, a single mother lim-
ited in her job options due to disabi-
lity, has also been part of the group
since its beginning.

“] was getting caught in feeling
sorry for myself,” recalled Skebey, a
parishioner at St. Patrick’s in Elmira:
“Now I have something to look for-
ward to.”
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What makes our funeral home different from others?

. Ronald John Arndt, a Licensed Funeral DerCIOI' since 1963 gives you that extra experience to help you in your time of need.

® We give you personal one-on-one service not available from the average funeral home run by continuously changing staff. Our -
family-run funeral home gives your family special attention so you don’t become just another
number; all available at our one full service central Greece location. -
® We provide home consuitation for your convenience.
* We offer consultation to the Veterans Administration, Social Security and other death benefits

. you may be entitled to.

Why should you contact us? . ’

¢ To pre-arrange funerals. This will relievé you and your family of unneeded
pain and pressure at a later time. Pre- paxd money can be put into interest
bearing trust accounts at no extra cost to ‘you.

- o To arrange funeral$ in a warm family setting.

" For more information concerning us and our services, call us at 225-6350

. 1118 Long Pond Road (South of Maiden Lane) 225-6350

&2 anytime day
i or night.
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“Bishop Matthew H, Clark has'an.
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parochiaI vicar to teniporary ad-
- ministrator at Holy Cross' Church,
Rochester, effective during the Jan.
1-June 30, 1992, sabbatical of the
pastor, Father Thomas H. Whee-
land,”at the Marian Pastoral
Centre in Dublin, Ireland. -
Father John D. Dx!lom from sab-

treal to sabbatical assistance minis- -
ter at Holy Cross Church,
ter, ive Jan. 1-June 30, 1992.

chaplaint on the campus ministry
team at the Cornell Ca.thohc Com-
munity, Ithaca, to tem ad-
ministrator of St. John the Evange-
list Church, Clyde, and St. Patrick-
Church, Savannah, effective during
the Ian. 1-June 30, 1992, sabbatical
of the pastor, Father Thomas F.
Nellis at St. Mary’s’ Uniiversity in
San Antonio, Tex. !

Father Paul J. Freemesser from
.Army reserve chaplain on active
duty at Port Sam Houston in San
Antonio to sabbatical assistance
minister at St. Patrick: Church, El-
mira, effective Jan. 1-June 30, 1992

Sister Sheila Geraghty, RSM,
from social ‘ministry coordinator to
temporary administrator at Our
Lady of Lourdes Church, Brighton,
effechve during the Jan: 1-June 30,
1992, sabbatical of the pastor,
Father John L. O'Connor at the
Marianella Pastoral Centre in Du-
blin, Ireland.

Sister St. Luke Hardy, $8J, from: |
pastoral associate to temporary
administrator. at St  Augustine
Church, Rochestér, effechve Jan.

1-June30,1992.

Father Mairk A.:Miller from sab-
batical assistance minister at St. He-
len Church, Gates,’ to temporary
administrator at St. of the
Lake Church, Ontapo, effective dur-
cafthe]an. 1-June 30, 1992, sabbati-

of the pastor, ¥ ather’ Robert G.

from temporary administrator.of St.
Pius Tenth Chi ‘i;z(w;lmili,tore-

Father Robert P, Ring from pas-
e Church, Ro-
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‘tors listed herein offer pre-need and at-need services and counseling in accordance with the Cathohc faith.
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