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Jail is not 
a home at 
Christmas 
By Rev. Randolph Fields 
Quest contributor 

Christmas in Monroe County Jail. 
The clanging of cell keys, the shut

ting of cell doors, the isolation rooms, 
deputies, lawyers, chaplains, teachers. 

Few are on duty on this, the 
happiest, yet saddest day of the year. 

What is there, then, for a prisoner to 
share on Christmas Day and New 
Year's — the two most depressing 
days of the year besides a mother's 
birthday? 

No gifts under the tree. 
No siblings to share with. 
No mom or dad to joke with. 
No family to sit down to pray with 

or eat with. 
Nothing to do, but hang your head 

down low, because there is no St. Nick 
or sense of snow. 

"TJiere is no place like home for the 
holidays." 

Many of you are familiar with this 
song. It reflects the beauty of home 
during the holidays. It is a song true in 
every cultural, religious and psycholo
gical sense. 

As we enter the holiday season, I 
ponder on past experiences shared 
with my brothers and three sisters. The 
laughter, the stories, games, jokes, and 
the expressions of thanksgiving and 
appreciation for life and each other are 
missed. Yes, I know there is no place 
like home for the holidays, no matter 
how far away you go. 

On many holidays I have been far 
away from home. On those days I 
often felt sad, lonely, and empty — 
feelings brought on by the absence of 
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Happy 
Holidays! 
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family and friends, not to mention fa
miliar surroundings coupled with the 
sounds and smells of love. 

Today, I am still far away from 
home experiencing the holidays, like 
many other individuals in Monroe 
County. Yet, unlike me, these particu
lar individuals may not be able to go 
home for years to come. 

For the hundreds of males and fe
males in jail there is no real joy or 
happiness during the holiday season. It 
is that group which concerns us most 
during the holidays. 

Do you realize that for prisoners, 
there may be no Christmas dec

orations, sights, and sounds? Absent, 
too, are any freely expressed notions of 
love — and, along with this, caring 
and joy. 

Rochester Interf aith Jail Ministry has 
been committed for 23 years to work
ing with the incarcerated person daily 
to bring a spark of hope and glance of 
joy. Serving as positive productive role 
models in this Yuletide season be
comes increasingly difficult when 
there is no room for the sights, sounds 
and feelings of the holiday. 

• • • 
The Rev. Fields is executive director of 

the Rochester Interfaith Jail Ministry. 
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Season's Greetings 
from 

Monroe Litho Inc. 
39 Delevan St. 
454-3290 

Happy Holidays and a 
Joyous New Year 
from everyone at 

CENTURY 
LIQUOR 

Sherwood Deutsch, Owner 
630 Ridge Road West 

621-4210 
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Have a Blessed and 
Joyous Holiday from 

The Abbey of the 
Genesee 

and 

Monk's Bread 
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INVITATION TO REPARATION 
MAKE THE FIVE 
1st Saturdays of Reparation 

Fr. Albert Shamon, Author, Lecturer, Columnist, invites you 
to listen to the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ on the fol
lowing stations every Sunday WAUB-1590 Auburn, 12:25 
p.m.; WSSW-99FM Seneca Falls, 6:15 p.m.; and WGVA-1240 
Geneva, 7:45 a.m. 

Our Lady ot Victory 
210 Pleasant St., Downtown Rochester 

Rosary & Mass, 10 a.m. - Sacrament of Penance, 11:30 a.m. 

St. Alphonsus 
95 East Genesee St., Auburn. N.Y. 

Sacrament of Penance, 9 a.m. - Rosary & Mass, 10 a.m. 

OR MAKE FIVE FIRST SATURDAYS ON YOUR OWN. 
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RIDGEMONTPARK 

E. Ridge Rd. & Carter St. 
Spacious 1 & 2 Bedroom 

Garden Apts. 
• Offering heat & hot water 
• 24-hour maintenance 
• Sr. Citizen Discount 
• Laundry 
• Storage facilities 
• FREE 21 channel satelite TV 
• Great location for shopping, 

malls, x-way & bus. 
56 BRAMBURY DR. 

544-1600 

BARTOLOMEO 
FUNERAL HOME, INC, 

Peter W Giullan. Jr Philip P Peiwttti Michael P Peniru> 

Personalized service in the community 
since 1922. 
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conscnicnth located near 390 

(715) 254-5400 
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