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Shawna is a teenage mother of three 

children. The youngest is receiving 
treatment for lead poisoning. Shawna 
is determined to finish her high-school 
equivalency degree so she can go on to 
job training. It is a struggle for her to 
pursue her studies while caring for a 
sick infant and raising the other two 
children, but Shawna has the will to 
succeed. She and her children have 
some special personal needs this win­
ter. 

V eronica's apartment was burglar­
ized, and her few belongings were 

stolen or destroyed. She moved into 
safer quarters and is trying to establish 
a new home for herself and her three 
children. She has been very resource­
ful, gleaning furniture items from 
other people's trash. She needs to pur­
chase and replace a few personal items 
for herself and the youngsters. 

To help support her family, JB 
dropped out of school at 13 and 

took a job on an assembly line. She 
married young, but wound up abused 
and abandoned before her third child 
was born. Since then, she has been try­
ing to get education and training that 
will enable her to get off public assis­
tance. The children all need shoes^and 
winter coats this year, and some 
warmth for their Christmas. 

Abby, 19, has a 13-month-old 
daughter and another baby on the 

way. Her children's father is serving a 
lengthy prison sentence. The separa­
tion is difficult, but Abby is trying to 
provide a good home for her children. 
She needs some personal items, a baby 
stroller, vacuum cleaner and a blanket 
for her bed. 

N ina ran away from abusive, alco­
holic parents at the age of 15. She 

has been on and off public assistance 
for the last seven years, working 
whenever she could until her first 
child was born. The child is now 
15-months-old, and Nina is expecting 
another baby in the spring. She needs 
baby items, especially a double strol­
ler, and winter boots for the toddling 
daughter. 

Gary is a young man who asked the 
American Red Cross for help in 

obtaining extensive dental care. That 
agency is unable to cover the entire 
cost. Christmas Appeal funds could 
make up the difference. 

!

'osie got off public assistance and for 
the last year has managed to support 
erself, her mother and three children 

on her modest income. Last month, Jo-
sie's employer ^ut her work hours. 
Medical bills for her mother and her 
child, meanwhile, have used up her 
small savings. She needs help to avoid 
eviction and put some groceries on the 
table. 

Susan, a 30-year-old parent of two 
children, lost her minimum-wage 

job after working for eight months. Al­
though her earnings were low and she 
had no health insurance, the job had 
allowed her to afford decent housing. 

^r A former city resident back in town for a court 
appearance, Jorge spent his last dune to pay off the 
judgment against him, rattier than go to jail. $8.50 
from the Ouistmas Appeal got him back to llrnira 
in time for work the next day. 

^Abandoned by her husband, left with no income 
and old debts, Mrs. S. couldn't find or keep a job in 
her rural area of Tioga county without a reliable 
car. $2Q0 from Christmas Appeal made it possible 
for her to support herself and her three children. 

She is waiting to learn whether she 
will receive public assistance, but her 
rent and utility bills need to be paid 
now. Even if her application is ap­
proved, Susan will need almost $200 
to make ends meet this month. 

Iohn and Mary have two sons and a 
daughter. They barely get by on 
eir combined incomes. Then John's 

company relocated to the South. The 
family lost not only John's income, but 
his medical benefits as well. One 
child's chronic medical condition re­
quires medication that costs about $45 
per month. 

Michael and his wife live in a rural 
county of the diocese and have a 

small child. He works to support his 
family while his wife stays home be­
cause the couple cannot afford child 
care. Michael works three part-time 
jobs for minimum wages, and receives 
no health benefits. He and his wife 
managed to live within their means 
until their car broke down. The cost of 
the repairs is beyond their financial re­
sources. But without a working auto­
mobile, Michael will lose his job and 
be unable to support his family. 

David is looking for a job. He has 
found an opportunity, but can't 

afford to purchase the special protec­
tive shoes that are required.' 

Michelle is the sole support of her 
two small children. She drives 20 

miles each day to her nursing job. Mi­
chelle's hours were cut back recently. 
Now, her car insurance is due, and 
without use of her car Michelle will 
not be able to keep her job. 

Tom, Julie and their children left a 
meager existence in Texas because 

a New England factory had assured 
them of employment. But when they 
arrived, they learned that the prom­
ised jobs had been given to others. On 
their way back to Texas, the family ran 
out of money in the Finger Lakes re­
gion. Food and gas money would ena­
ble them to make it back to Texas 
where family members will take them 
in until they can support themselves. 
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Iudy, a 30-year-old single mother of 
three school-age children, is trying 
finish a two-year college degree so 

she can better provide for her family. 
She receives public assistance and 
student grants. Judy has the opportun­
ity to move out of substandard hous­
ing and into a place more suitable for 
her family. Public assistance will help 
with the rent, but will not provide the 
security deposit. The landlord is will­
ing to take only half now and let Judy 
pay the rest over the next year. Just 
$225 stands between her and decent 
housing. 

Mildred, 65, is a recent widow. Her 
husband had very little in Social 

Security benefits. Mildred needs help 
with daily expenses so she can pay her 
property taxes this year. 

Bill is a 68-year-old widower whose 
late wife handled all the family 

finances. After her death, Bill began 
receiving bills from medical institu­
tions demanding payment for his 
wife's expenses. Bill didn't know how 
to work with the insurance companies 
or with the hospital billing depart­
ments. He tried to pay all the bills in 
full, and nearly bankrupted, himself in 
the process. Now Bill is unable to meet 
some of his own basic needs and is still 
facing some major bills. 

Iames, a young father of four pre­
schoolers, suffered a serious injury 
at keeps him from working as a 

home improvement contractor. He 
faces several months of recuperation 
with no income. James has asked for 
grocery vouchers and help in provid­
ing "some kind of Christmas" for his 
family. 

Stan suffers from diabetes and needs 
frequent checkups, but has been 

unable to afford a visit to the doctor 
for more than a year. His former phy­
sician retired and the only other doctor 
in his rural area will not take on unin­
sured patients. Stan cannot afford in­
surance on his earnings as a part-time 
dishwasher. Often he doesn't even 
have cash to refill his $37.95 prescrip­
tion. He has been promised full-time 
work within the rtext few months, but 
until then, he relies on emergency aid. 

"\ Gary's husband of 18 years died a 
lVIfew months before their fourth 
child was born. Mary works at night in 
a nursing home to support her family. 
Her two older children, ages 16 and 15, 
watch the five year old and the baby 
while Mary works. She regularly ac­
cepts overtime. All her earnings go 
toward rent and overdue bills. She has 
very little left for food and other basic 
needs. Mary isn't even thinking about 
the holidays. Her primary concern is 
surviving today. 

What 
can your 
gift do? 

• $8.67 will 
buy formula 
for a new- . 
born infant 
left in her 
grand­
mother's care 

' bythebaby's 
mother, who 
is addicted to 
drugs. 

• $10 will put 
food on the 
table for a 
family of four 
for four days. 

$10 will pay 
for an anti­
biotic to cure 
the ear infec­
tion of a child 
whose par­
ents have no 
health insur­
ance. ' 

$10 will buy 
new shoes for 
a child whose 
feet are grow-
ingfaster 
than is the 
income of his 
single 
mother. 

$20 will 
provide a 
telephone for 
the young 
mother of a 
sick infant. 

Thursday, December 19,1991 7 


