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Pastor's work bears many fruits 
By Father Paul Cuddy 
Courier columnist 

Father Robert Smith is pastor of 
the Community of the Blessed Trin
ity — St. Mary Magdalene Church 
in Wolcott, St. Thomas in Red 
Creek, and St. Jude Chapel in Fair 
Haven (for the summer folks). 

A gifted musician, he was once 
the choir master at St. Bernard's 
Seminary. In September he phoned: 
"I am having surgery in October 
and will be out of circulation for 
seven weeks." So he asked me to 
help out the weekend of Nov. 23-24. 

The schedule was simple: 4 pjn. 
Mass Saturday at Wolcott, and 5:30 
pjn. at Red Creek, located some six 
miles away. After Mass, a pari
shioner from Wolcott led me to Red 
Creek since it was pitch dark. He 
just said: "Follow me." 

I wondered why he was driving 
65-to-70 mph on Route 104. Finally I 
realized he was in back of me, so I 
slowed down to have him go ahead. 
We arrived ahead of time. Sunday 
Masses are 8:30 a.m. at Red Creek 
and 10:30 a.m. in Wolcott. 

Both parishes are well organized. 
I picked up a healthy interest in the 
church from parishioners. An ing

enuous little altar boy — he looked 
about 10 years old — was serving at 
Red Creek. I asked: "What is your 
name?" He replied: "James, but you 
can call me 'Jurt.' All my friends 
do." Both parishes manifest the re
sults of Father Smith's musical ex
pertise. 

It was good to meet many friends 
of yesterday — from North Rose, 
Webster and Rochester. One young 
lady announced: "You baptized me 
in Clyde. I was a Foro from North 
Rose." 

Usually when I go to a parish for 
the first time, and I am the only 
priest to have the pulpit, I give an 
instruction on prayer. I also circu
late a basic prayer book, entitled 
Treasury of Prayers. I sell four of 
them for $1. Many Catholics are ill 
instructed and do not know their 
prayers. This accounts for the fright
ful leakage from the church and a 
dismal apathy leaving many in
different to Mass and the faith. 

The instruction on prayer is con
cise. "What is prayer? Why we 
pray. How to pray." 

When the revolution began in the 
church, fancy liturgists badgered 
our people to throw away their 
prayer books. It never occurred to 

them that the psalms are a prayer 
book, and that the priest is obli
gated to read his breviary every day 
for the welfare of his people. 

The instruction continues: "Many 
children, including teen-agers, do 
not know even the ordinary Catho
lic prayers. I offer today a small 
prayer book, Treasury of Prayers, 
four for one dollar. One is good. 
Four are better." 

Between the two parishes more 
than 400 prayer books are floating 
around. They can now be found lo
cally as well as in the military, col
leges and among friends and rela
tives. Shocked grandparents espe
cially buy them when they realize 
that their grandchildren do not 
know the ordinary prayers. 

I also discovered another interest
ing note. A small church with a 
compact congregation is ideal for 
giving an informal instruction. The 
priest and people are close together 
and this intimacy can give a dialo
gic touch. While explaining contri
tion I touch on the seven capital 
sins. I abruptly said: "One dollar to 
the first person who can recite 
them." There was a dead pause. 

Suddenly on the left side of the 
congregation, Jean Bates raised her 
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hand and proclaimed: "Pride, cove-
tousness, lust, anger, envy, gluttony 
and sloth." Delighted I asked: 
"How is it you know them?" 

She replied, "I went 16 years to 
parochial school at Red Bank, New 
Jersey, and did my nurses training 
at St. Vincent's Hospital, New 
York." 

I hope today's Catholic schools 
can produce such Catholics. As I re
peated them, I noticed many people 
saying them with me. 

God created us to fill with blessings 
By Father Albert Shannon 
Courier columnist 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) Luke 
3:10-18; (Rl) Zephaniah 3:14-18; 
(R2) Philippians 4:4-7. 

Next Sunday used to be called 
"Gaudete Sunday" (Sunday of Joy) 
in the old church calendar. The 
overall theme of joy still pervades 
the readings: "Shout for joy, 0 
daughter Zion!" (Rl); "Rejoice in 
the Lord always!" (R2); "... he prea
ched good news to the people ... full 
of anticipation, wondering'' (R3). 

Advent is meant to help us pre
pare for that coming. The crowds 
asked John the Baptizer, "What 
ought we to do?" His answer was 
not innovative, nor radical. He sim
ply repeated Jewish teaching: 
"Share with others your posses
sions, your food" (Is. 58:7). No ifs or 
ands, just do it. 

Tax collectors came and said, 
"Teacher, what are we to do?" 
Again his. answer was surprisingly 
simple. He didn't tell then to give 

up tax collecting; taxes are a neces
sary evil. He said in effect, "Be just! 
Exact nothing over and above your 
fixed amount." 

Soldiers likewise asked him, 
"What about us?" To the discomfit 
of pacifists, John did not say to give 
up soldiering. Again the military 
are a necessity. Three times in the 
Acts of the apostles, Roman soldiers 
saved the life of St. Paul. John said 
to them: "Don't bully anyone; don't 
throw your weight around. Den
ounce no one falsely, to curry favor. 
Be content with your pay; don't 
seek bribes." 

John spoke with such clarity and 
fearlessness that his listeners began 
to wonder whether or not John 
might be the Messiah. With the 
forthrightness of a prophet John 
fiercely squelched the thought. The 
Messiah, he implied, would not be 
just a talker, but a judge — one who 
would separate the good from the 
bad. His conclusion, therefore, was 
for people to get ready and repent! 

One day when I was catechizing 
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school kids, I put a glass upside 
down on a pie tin. I asked them 
about the purpose of the glass. They 
answered that it was a glass to 
drink water or juices. I had some 
orange juice with me, and I asked if 
anyone would like a glass of orange 
juice. Someone wanted a drink, so I 

poured some orange juice into the 
upside down glass. Naturally, the 
orange juice ran all over the pie tin. 

I asked the children what was 
wrong. They said, "Father, you've 
got to turn the glass over if it is go
ing to hold any liquid." 

"Oh," I answered, "you're right." 
I turned the glass over and filled it. 

We are like the glass. God created 
us for many things, especially to fill 
us with His blessings. But too often 
we turn away from God, and like 
the upside down glass, He cannot 
fill us with His love. His Holy 
Spirit. In order for God to use us, 
we must "turn over" our lives to 
Him — we must repent. 

We do this especially by monthly 
confession. When we do this, we 
open up our lives to Him and He in 
turn pours into our lives His many 
marvelous graces. That is why He 
came at Christmas: to give us gifts, 
especially the greatest present — 
Himself. But we must be open. We 
must turn over ourselves to Him 
and repent. 

"Feel tie Magic o/ Qhrisfmas... 
Aj Your Browse Through Our Wonderland of Treasures" 

Lsouniry z/*tl a/Cearl 
Celebrate Christmas . 

Country Style and Make All 
_Your Wishes Come True! 

WISH 
UST 

«BC.B**» ' , 

MOhan*'"1 • 
Pottery 
Omam»nt» 
Country Book" 
Sarah's Mtic 
Collectibles 

716-586-2320 
l790.PenfleId Rd. 

Penfield, NY 
Visa7MastercarirJ 

HOLIDAY HOURS: 
Mph.,- Fri., Sat,. 10-5 

v '" Tues, Wed>, 
"fhSrs.,10-8 

Sun. 1-5 

CRUISE ON 
"THE MONARCH 
OF THE SEAS" 

JULY 5-12, 1992 
The brand new ship of the Royal Carib
bean Lines. Bon Voyage Party ond 
Fashion Show three weeks prior to; 
sailing 
i 1,62A.60p.p./d.o. (Outside Cabin) 
$1.333.74p.p./tripl*,$1,1M.55p.p./quad 
Cost includes air fare, entertainment, 
meals and port tax. 
Deposit for double occ. $50.00; triple 
orc,- $20Ct.QQ'qna) quad $200.00 due 
now upon, makirjg reservations. Se1" 
cohd deposit dy,e Feb. 5th, 1992": 
$450.00, balance due Apr 5th, 1992. 

This would rnakejo wonderful Christ
mas, Anniversary, Graduation or Wed
ding gift! . , 

For more information, call or writer 

MILDRED MATHIS 
P.O. Box 243, Geneva, New York 14456 

Phone (315) 789-5612 
Travel arrangements handled by 

Coito Travel Bureau, Geneva, N.Y. 

PERSONAL 
FINANCIAL 
SERVICES 

IN HOME FINANCIAL 
SERVICES 

• paying your bills 
• balancing checkbook 
• submitting medical claims 
• delivering legal papers to banks, 

attorneys, insurance companies, 
etc. 

• bonded 
• references 

Call Dolores B. Lindamood 
20 years experience 

An Associate of Realty World Prime Properties 

244-8469 
88AA Clintwood Court 

SPECIALIZING IN 
ORTHOPEDIC SHOES 

& CORRECTIONS 
P.W. MINOR -

EXTRA - DEPTH 
DREW 

FOOT-SAVERS 
HUSH PUPPIES 

Men's Sizes: 
6 to 15/Widths A to 5E 

Women's sizes: 
3 to 12/Widths 4A-5E 

• Custom Made Arch Supports 
• Custom Casted Shoes Made 

LOTEMPIO 
SHOE STORE 

Rochester's Finest Orthopedic Shoe Store 
Cert i f ied Or thoped ic Shoe Technic ian 

790 Ridge Rd. , Webster»671-8289 
(West of 5 Mile Line Rd . next to Bethany Marine Worldl 

Mon-Fri 9-6; Sat 9-5 

Thursday, December 12, 1991 21 


