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Collins' career spans the decades 
By Lee Strong 
Staff writer 

ROCHESTER — "Amazing grace, 
how sweet the sound..." 

In 1971, a person turning on any top 
40 radio station for a dose of the latest 
rock hits might well have been startled 
to hear a clear voice singing-the words 
of the old spiritual, "Amazing Grace." 

That voice belonged to Judy Collins, 
better known at the time for such 
1960s hits as "My Father" or "Both 
Sides Now." 

Yet Collins had a hit with "Amazing 
Grace" during the summer of 1971, 
and has been so identified with the 
spiritual since that she was part of Bill 
Moyers' 1990 documentary about the 
hymn. 

Collins will perform "Amazing 
Grace," as well as a selection of other 
songs from her 32-year career, during 
two Dec. 15 performances — one at 
2:30 and the other at 7:30 p jn. — at the 
Eastman Theatre, 26 Gibbs St. 

The concerts, sponsored by the 
Founders Club of the Sisters of Mercy 
of Rochester, will benefit the sisters' 
Education Fund. 

Collins was born in Seattle, Wash., in 
1939. Her father. Chuck Collins, who 
was blind, was a successful radio per­
sonality. Early in her life, Collins be­
gan to help him on his radio show. 

At age 5, Collins began studying 
classical piano. Her debut as a concert 
pianist came with the. Denver Sym­
phony Orchestra when she was 13. 

In 1975, Collins produced and direc­
ted a documentary about her piano 
teacher, Antonia Brico. That docu­
mentary was nominated for an Acad­
emy Award. 

At age 15, however, Collins swit­
ched from classical piano to folk mu­
sic. 

"I was intrigued by the folk music 
that I heard on the radio/' Collins re­
called in a telephone interview with 
the Catholic Courier from her Connecti­
cut home. "I loved the lyrics." 

After Collins learned guitar, she be­
gan to perform professionally as a folk 
singer in 1959. Her first album in 1961 
was followed by 24 others, with the 
most recent being Fires of Eden in 1990. 

But while she began by singing tra­
ditional folk songs, Collins' repertoire 
soon expanded to include works by 

such contemporary folk musicians as 
Bob Dylan, Joni Mitchell and Phil 
Ochs. In addition, she enjoyed success 
with songs by Leonard Cohen, Kurt 
Weill, Jacques Brel and Stephen Sond-
heim. Collins also scored a hit with 
Sondheim's "Send in the Clowns" in 
1975. 

Although she has written songs, Col­
lins said she sees herself more as an in­
terpreter of songs. "I was trained as a 
classical pianist," she explained. "Pia­
nists are taught to interpret the mu­
sic" 

At the same time, Collins noted, she 
is attracted to music that is personal. "I 
think I'm a storyteller," she said. Thus, 
she noted, many of her songs deal with 
relationships rather than with causes 
or ideas. 

Collins, who performs 50 to 75 con­
certs a year, concludes each perfor­
mance with "Amazing Grace." 

"I've been singing that song all my 
life," said Collins. The hymn — writ­
ten by a slave trader who underwent a 
sudden conversion and freed the 
slaves aboard his ship — is about 
change in one's life, she said. The spiri­
tual has become so renowned, she 

Judy Collins is best remembered for 
her 1975 hit 'Send In the Clowns.' 

added, because of its appeal to people 
of all faiths. 

"It has to do with a very broad ex­
perience that happens to everybody," 
Collins said. "Transformations happen 
to everybody in many ways, so (the 
song) can be sung by everybody." 

EDITORS' NOTE: Tickets for "The 
Judy Collins Holiday Show" cost $15, $21 
and $25, and are available through the 
Founders Club Box Office, 1437 Blossom 
Road (716/288-4817); from Ticket Express, 
100 East Ave. (716/222-5000); or from 
TicketMaster (1-800-382-8080). 

Isaiah, John the Baptist, Mary helped set path for 'pilgrim people' 
By Estelle Martin, RSM 
Quest contributor 

The Advent season highlights our 
identity as a pilgrim people. It re­
energizes us to push forward in our 
commitment to live the Gospel mes­
sage. We walk in response to the risen 
Savior who invited us to become 
church. 

The way is shaped by a vast array of 
people who emerge from the pages of 
Scripture to enter our lives. Isaiah, 
John the Baptist and Mary are three 
such traveling companions who walk 
beside us in this Advent time. 

Their stories are rooted in the very 
heart and spirit of the Advent journey. 
Each longed in expectation of the com­
ing of the Messiah. Each willingly 
listened to the prompting of the Spirit 
Each muttered that call in prayer and 
proclaimed it in word and act. 

If you walk with Isaiah you'll have 
to take long strides to keep up with 
him. His rugged individualism has 
survived the turmoil of social and pol­

itical upheaval. A person of strong 
convictions, Isaiah challenges us in the 
same voice that he called the people of 
Israel: "to break unjust fetters ...; to let 
the oppressed go free...; to share bread 
with the hungry; and to shelter the 
homeless." (Chapter 58:6-9). 

Isaiah's unwavering trust that Yah-
weh would never abandon the chosen 
people urges us to be faithful, trusting 
that the God who brought us to this 
moment will continue to journey with 
us. 

The gaunt figure of John the Baptist 
leads us through overgrown paths and 
harsh desert wastelands. His counter-
cultural lifestyle challenges us, as i t 
did his listeners on the Jordon river-
bank, to move beyond the compla­
cency of the present "What ought we 
to do?;" "Let the one who has two 
coats give to someone who has none.„.; 
Exact nothing over and above ...; Den­
ounce no one falsely..." (Luke 3:11-14). 

With uncompromising conviction 
and clarity of purpose, John set about 
his task of announcing the coming of 
the Messiah. His single-hearted spirit 
inspires us to announce Christ in the 
marketplace. The message of the Bap­
tist, echoing Isaiah before him, shapes 
the Advent experience within us: to 
become "A herald's voice in the desert 
crying, make ready the way of the 

Lord, clear a straight path." (Luke 3:4; 
Isaiah 40:3). 

Together with Mary, we "run with 
haste" across the hills on an errand of 
kindness and love. Mary's quickened 
pace and sense of urgency enriches the 
spirit of Advent expectation. The little 
girl of Nazareth, pregnant with her 
God, personifies the very image of the 
season. UnaMeiq r^rnajn„jjlei^ j rg^f 
presence of the Word, her voice rings 
throughout the ages: "My soul pro­
claims the greatness of the Lord, arid 
my spirit exults in God my Savior." 
(Luke 1:46). 

We become powerfully aware of 
Christ's presence in our midst and we 
celebrate the ongoing, incarnation of 
Emmanuel — God-with-us. To walk 
with Mary — and Isaiah and John — is 
to birth Christ to the world around us, 
to live as Advent people journeying in 
the light of God's promise fulfilled. 

• • • 
EDITORS' NOTE: Sister Martin is a 
member of the Diocesan Liturgical Com­
mission. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS OF THE ROCHESTER DIOCESE 
The funeral Directors listed herein offer pre-need and at-neec 

Alvah Halloran & Son, Inc. 
Funeral Home 

H. Daniel Halloran 
2125 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 247-7590 

McLaughlin Funeral 
Home Inc. 

John J. McLaughlin 
871 Culvpr Road 

Rochester, NY 14609 
(716) 482-1847 

DiPonzio Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

(Across from St. 
Theodore's Church) 

219 Spencerport Road 
Rochester, N.Y. 14606 

429-6700 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St. Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 342-3400 

sen dees and counseling in accordance with the Catholic faith. 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd. 

(south of Maiden Lane) 
Barking for over 100 cars 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 

(716) 225-6350 

Michael R. \ackiw 
Funeral Home 
1270 Norton Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 544-5000 

"Vay-Schleich and Meeson 
Funeral Home Inc. 

"Greece's Largest and Most 
Complete Facilities" 
2692 Dewey Avenue 
1075 Long Pond Rd. 
(716)663-2100 

ROCHESTER ^ ^ 
Crawford Funeral 

Home, Inc. 
"Our Family Serving *or Family" 
Located at 495 N. Winton Rd. 

(Between Atlantic & Humboldt) 

(716)482-0400 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
2301 Dewey Avenue Since 1856 

Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 865-6746 

RON BUTTARAZZI 
Attorney At Law 
Full and comprehensive 
legal services for all 
your personal, family 
and business needs. 

"Counsel and support when you need it most." 

CALL: 2 3 2 - 4 6 4 0 
Wisdom, Justice, judgement, Equity 

CHRISTMAS TREES 
CUT 
YOUR 
OWN 
• Douglas 
• Balsam 
• Fraser • fir 
• Blue Spruce 

• Douglas Fir Roping • Table Trees 
• Plain and Decorated Wreaths • Pre-cut Trees 

FRANKE'S NURSERY 
Hall Center Road, Marion, N.Y. 

(off Rte. 441 at the Red Barn) 
(315)926-5907 
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