Bishops meet to reflect on diocese

By Bishop Matthew H. Clark

Tuesday, December 10

Sunday evening at St. Bernard’s Institute
about 200 people gathered to celebrate “An
Evening With Three Bishops.” The three bishops
in question were Bishop Bernard ]. McQuaid, the
founding bishop of the Diocese of Rochester;
Bishop Joseph L. Hogan, our seventh bishop; and
yours truly.

Following a lovely dinner, we gathered in the
auditorium where Bishops “McQuaid,” Hogan
and I reflected on the church’s life, episcopal
ministry, and the changing cultural and civic cir-
cumstances in which the life of our diocese has
unfolded over the past 123 years.

“McQuaid” was wonderfully portrayed on
this occasion by Father Al Delmonte, pastor of St.
Salome’s Church in Irondequoit. He commented
on some of the major issues he dealt with in his
4] years as our bishop, and in each instance he
related his experience to a parallel issue in our
day.

IZor example he commented on questions
raised about the war in the Persian Gulf, relating
them to questions he had faced about the Span-
ish American War. He spoke about the Vatican
Council I and of his pleasure that the work of
Vatican Council I complemented the work done
at the earlier council. “McQuaid’ also spoke
about his care of new immigrants to our country,
his promotion of Catholic school education for
them, and the establishment of St. Bernard’s
Semi .

Bishop Hogan presented a rich reflection on

'LONG THE WAY

his years as our bishop — centering, in large
measure, on leading our diocese through the
early years of transition following Vatican Coun-
cil II. With the wit and keen insight so character-
istic of him, he illustrated the change to which
the church was called in those years by contrast-
ing the ways in which he taught theology before
and after the council.

I found his comments very stimulating be-
cause they allowed me to revisit years in the
church that were very important to me as a
young priest. His observations also enabled me
to do so through the eyes of a person ‘who was an

important leader in the church at the time. I ﬁnd
that such experiences are helpful in achieving
better perspective not only about the past, but
about the present as well.

In my own comments, I expressed aloud a fan-
tasy with which I've had a lot of fun over the
years: that is, the desire to talk with all of the
bishops who have served this diocese. I would
just love to sit with each of them to ask such
questions as: ““What was the most difficult issue
you dealt with?” and “How would you handle
this?” and “If you had it to do over again, what
would you do differently?”

Some examples: I’d love to ask Bernard
McQuaid what he would do about Catholic edu-
cation today. I'd ask Thomas Hickey about how
he and the people he served coped with the pain
and loss they suffered in both the Great War and
the Great Depression. I'd ask John O’Hern if his
concern for the suffering of his people during the
depression years caused the health problems that
took him from us so early in life. I'd ask James E.
Kearney — who was a New York City priest —
what impact his years as bishop of Salt Lake City
had on his subsequent life and ministry. I'd ask
Fulton Sheen what it was like at 71 years of age
to leave a world stage to become a residential
bishop during a fairly volatile time in the
church’s life.

It would be wonderful to talk with those good
bishops — not only because it would be fun to
get to know them, but because that acquaintance
would be an opening to a rich understanding of
the church’s dynamic, ever-changing life.
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Peace to you.

OPEN ’TIL
CHRISTMAS

Make reservations today for your
Christmas Party, Anniversary, or other
special occasion at the ...

CONESUS INN

““FOR THE PRIME OF YOUR LIFE”
2170 East Lake Rd.
(on Beautiful Conesus Lake)
(716) 346-6100
Dinners served nightly except Monday

Complete. Accurate. Trusted.

Year after year, the Catholic Almanac, edited by Felician
A. Foy, O.EM., and Rose M. Avato, is praised for its
outstanding features. It is the only resource of its kind.
Each edition keeps you up-to-date on vital religious
events, speeches, and decisions occuring in the Church.
Special features of the 1992 Catholic Almanac include:
A papal letter on abortion and euthanasia, sketches of all
Cardinals, a progress report on the universal catechism,
and comprehensive Church calendar, and much more.

Order your copy today!
1992 Catholic Almanac

B No. 267, kivar, $16.95, 600 pp. M No. 268, cloth, $19.95, 600 pp.

}he 1992 Catholic Almanac is available at Logos and The Olive Branch
bookstores in Rochester.
To order your-Catholic Aimanac by mail, fill out the coupon below and send
it to the Catholic Courier.
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GAROFO’S

Give The Perfect Gift...
Extend Your Holiday
Greeting With a Quality
Frult Basket

We give speclal
attention to every order

342-6150

47 Walzer Road.
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Now Available at Quantlty Dlscounts...

The 1991.92
Diocesan Directory

Supplies are limited

so order yours

Directories will begin
shipping on or about

November 15th

Directories are also available at i
Logos Bookstores in Greece g
and Penfield, The Olive .
Branch in Fairport, and Trants

in Rochester.

today!
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7 or more copies .....
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