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Foster proves herself behind camera with'Tate' 
By Gerri Pare 
Catholic News Service 

NEW YORK — A 7-year-old child 
prodigy is torn between two very dif­
ferent women in his life in Little Man 
Tate (Orion). 

Jodie Foster stars as single mom 
Dede Tate, a gum-cracking waitress 
who is nuts about her little boy, Fred 
(Adam Hann-Byrd). But she also feels 
for him — he's a lonely child who 
doesn't fit in with the other kids at 
school and who worries so much he 
has ulcers. 

Reluctantly she entrusts Fred for 
three weeks to the care of austere child 
psychologist Dr. Jane Grierson*(Dianne 
Wiest), who is studying gifted children 
and can challenge Fred's mind in a 
competitive setting with other genius-
level kids. 

Thex doctor recognizes Fred's tre­
mendous potential and wants his tal­
ents to be developed constantly. She 
arrogantly convinces Dede to let her 
have Fred for a summer at college. 

As Dede desperately misses the light 
of her life, solemn little Fred thinks he 
has finally found a best friend in col­
lege student Eddie (Harry Connick Jr.). 
But he's disappointed when he bursts 

SuzaniM Hanovtr-Orfon Pictures 
Jodie Foster (right) and Adam Hann-Byrd star as Dede and Fred Tate in Little 
Man Tate, which marks Foster's directorial debut. 

in on Eddie entertaining a woman in 
his room and is gently told there are 
some adult situations he is too young 
to experience. 

Dr. Grierson can stimulate his intel­
lect, of course, but she hasn't a clue as 
to how to provide the vulnerable child 
with what his mother has always gi­
ven him — spontaneous warmth, love 
and emotional support 

For her directorial debut Foster has 

chosen a serious story and culled sen­
sitive performances from the leads — 
including herself. 

The opening scenes quickly establish 
the close bond between mother and 
child. Through Fred's eyes we see his 
difficult world. Too brainy to be popu­
lar with kids his age and bored by a 
school that ignores his special needs, 
Fred almost never smiles. As he at­
tempts to understand the bewildering 
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RETIREES/ 
SENIOR CITIZENS 

Tender Loving Care has 'p. special pro­
gram for active senior citizens in our 
community who would like to help a 
peer for just an hr. a day. You would be 
assigned to an elderly person who 
needs support with light personal care, 
a meal & light housekeeping. Many 
times this person receiving this support 
will be picked up for adult day care. You 
can help prevent our frail elderly, from 
being placed in a nursing home. Please 
help this cause, we need your support. 
Earn a little extra money for something 
special for yourself, while you are help­
ing in such a worthwhile way. For 5 hrs. 
a wk., you will earn $32.50, or work 2 hrs. 
per day & earn $65 if you choose. Meet 
new friends in this 2 wk. workshop, set 
up especially for this program. 
For more info call 383-0560. EOE 

ANNOUNCING 
THE OPENING 
of Rochester's Newest 

Irish Import Shop! 

Judy 
Graper 

Travel 

Owner, Eileen McNamara 
invites you to stop in and see her 
new line of Irish Linen, (including 

tablecloths and napkins for 
your holiday dining). 

New merchandise arriving daily 
for all your holiday shopping. 

The Gaelic Sh*p 
(Formerly Vigren & O'Shaughnessy) ' 

39 S. Main St. 
(in the village of Pittsford) 

(716)248-8346 

The Barn Bazaar, Clover Street at Jefferson Rd. 
Pittsford. New York 14534 

(716) 385-3820 
Mon. -Fri. 9am-5pm; Sat. 9am-4pm 

HICKS& 
MCCARTHY 
23 South Main Street. Rittsford 586-0938 

H i e a t r e A r t s 
production 

This whimsical production of the 
Recommended for children \ \ / f heartwarming story celebrates the 
Pre-K to 4th grade, & as a > ^ y y friendship between a little boy and a 
gift for the whole family iyj(^y beautiful stuffed rabbit, and the love 

that finally makes the rabbit "real" 
F r i d a y D e c e m b e r 13 —. 7:30 p . m . 

Saturday, D e c e m b e r 14 & 21 — 1 & 3 P*11**, 
Sun., December 15 — 3 p.m. t 

Tickets $7 for children & adults — General admission seating 
Box Office: 586-2420 Groups: 424-2979 .<SSk Nazareth College 

" ^ y ArtsCenter 
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DINE-AT-DUSK SPECIAL 

*l«> OFF sa. 
ALL BLACKBOARD SPECIALS 

Not valid on regular menu items 
Coupon Expires 12/11/91 

world of adults, his grave face com­
municates his growing sense of alone-
ness. 

Foster's understated performance is 
equally poignant Fred is her whole 
world, but she loves him enough to 
put his best interests first. This means 
facing the fear of losing him to a bril­
liant, wealthy woman who threatens 
her. 

Wiest is the character who changes 
the most Little Fred urges her to take 
a new look at life, seeing it as some­
thing more than purely intellectual 
concerns. The growth is most telling in 
a scene where he asks with childlike 
innocence, "Whaf s wrong with you?" 

While it can be applauded for 
broaching an unglamorous theme — 
the problems gifted children face — 
Little Man Tate damages its credibility 
with a tacked-on happy ending that is 
sheer Hollywood. However, ifs an en­
tertaining, quality film that deserves 
an audience and it marks a promising 
debut for director Foster. 

Because of a brief bedroom scene, 
the U.S. Catholic Conference classifica­
tion is A-II — adults and adolescents. 
The Motion Picture Association of 
America rating is FG — parental gui­
dance suggested. 
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HOLIDAY WISH LIST 

Scherenschnitte Coasters 
L Paperweights Mitzi Collins' Tapes 

Finials Picture Frames 
Brass Accessories Country Tin 

LARGE SELECTION OF 
LAMPS AND SHADES 

-GIFT OERnFICATES-
Holiday Hours: 

Tues-Fri 10-5:30 
Thurs til 8pm 
Sat 10-4pm 

Northfield Common, 
Pittsford, N.Y. 

385-7559 

COUNTRY GALLERY 
ANTIQUES • INTERIORS • GIFTS 

For the Early Birds 
We have unusual ornaments, 
limited edition St. Nicks, and 

plenty of unique country originals 
9 South Main St. • Pittsford 

Mary Ann Hendricks 3 8 1 - 2 1 6 1 
Hours: Mon-Sat, 10-5; Thurs 10-8 

Imported Specialties • Seafood and Smoked Fish 

PITTSFORD FISH MARKET 
SPECIALTY 
SAUSAUGES 

& 
EUROPEAN 

STYLE 
COLD-CUTS 

, Pittsford Colony Plaza — 3400 Monroe Avenue 

FOR ALL YOUR 
SEAFOOD NEEDS 
DURING THE HOLIDAYS 

DAILY 
S P E C I A L S 

ON OUR 
F R E S H 6. 
SMOKED 

FISH 

Hot Fish To Go A m ? X T « T \ A V 0 . 1 0 - I £ M A A Fresh ^ * Live tobsttr 

Nick Vasalos O P E N 7 D A Y S • 381*8190 Frozen Seafood 
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