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Williamson resident finds
‘home’ with the Knights

By Lee Strong.
Staff writer

WEBSTER — When he ﬁrst moved
to the Rochester area in 1964, Long
Island native Ray Pfeifer was at a low
point in his life.

Married with three small daughters,
Pfeifer had been unemployed for six
months following a layoff from his‘job
on Long Island.

He had finally found a job with
Xerox Corp in Rochester, but accept-
ing it meant leaving family and friends
behind.

In 1966, however, an acquaintance
invited Pfeifer to join the Knights of
Columbus Trinity Council #4618 in
Webster. He did.

“That was the best move of my life,”

Pfeifer declared.

That “move” led to increasing in-
volvement with the Knights for Pfeifer,
who served as the council’s Grand
Knight from 1970-72.

Then followed a myriad of diocesan
and state positions with the Knights,
culminating this july 1, when Pfeifer
became State Deputy. Now a William-
son resident, he is the first man from
the Rochester diocese to hold the or-
der’s highest New York state post.

But the Knights have meant more to
Pfeifer and his family than just posi-
tions of authority, he observed.

“This is our home,” Pfeifer said.
“This is our family. I have a very
strong romance with the Knights of
Columbus.”

Pfeifer actually had belonged to the
Knights before his move upstate. But
the Webster council came along at a
point in his life when he most needed
support, he recalled.

“When I came down to that first
meeting,” Pfeifer said, “the camar-
aderie just poured out of those guys.
They kept on encouraging and nurtur-
ing me.”

The Knights'— and his mcreasmg
involvement with council and state
Knights’ offices — also helped Pfeifer
discover and develop his ability to
work with people. In fact, he credits
his experiences as a Knight with help-
ing him find his niche at Xerox, where
he currently works as a personnel spe-
cialist.

Pfeifer pointed out that the K of C is

“not a beer and pretzel group. We are
a community service organization.”

Thus he and the Knights have been

involved ‘over the years in such’

projects as pnson ministry, supporting
a cardiac unit in Webster, coordinating
Masses at the Hill Haven Nursing
‘Homeg, fighting drug abuse and host-
ing ‘an_annial Christmas party for re-
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sidents of a home for the de-
velopmentally disabled.

Further, Pfeifer said he has de-
veloped his sense of faith and ministry

through his participation in the Catho-

lic men’s organization.

Faith became especially important to
Pfeifer on Sept. 6, 1990, when his
granddaughter, Christine Theresa
King, was born prematurely and
weighing just 20 ounces.-Doctors pre-
dicted that she would not live — and
the prognosis grew. darker when she
needed open-heart surgery shortly
after birth.

“I went to Mass every day,” Pfeifer
recalled. “It was prayers that pulled
her through.”

Christine now weighs 14 pounds,
and is alert and bright, he said.

Pfeifer speaks of her with pride — as

"he does of his three other grand-

daughters, his three daughters and,
especially, his wife, Sara.

Although the Knights is a men’s or-
ganization, Pfeifer said it encourages
the involvement of spouses and chil-
dren though women’s groups, social
activities, and such family events as
Easter egg hunts and breakfasts with
Santa Claus.

“It brought my family much, much

| closer together,” he said.

Pfeifer, meanwhile, has to look to his
duties as state deputy. Although the
Knights of Columbus are enjoying re-
cord membership levels in the United
States — numbering more than 1.5 mil-
lion — New York state has witnessed a
decline from 127,000 in 1970 to 115,000
in 1991.

During his two-year term as deputy,
Pfeifer said he will seek ways of at-
tracting new members. One method he
is pushing is a leadership-training
program to help current Knights be-
come more effective leaders — and re-

| cruiters.

Pfeifer also must help prepare for

the Aug. 3-6, 1992, meeting of the Su-

preme Council — the organization’s
national governing board — in New
York City.

Next year also marks the 500th an-
niversary of Christopher Columbus in
the New World. In addition to using
the quincentennial as a way to recruit
new members, the Knights have
planned a parade in New York City at
the time of their gathering there, and
an essay contest for school children.

Pfeifer said he has just one hope for
the day in June, 1993, when he steps
down as state deputy.

“I just want to be known for what

I've done for the good of the order,” he
said. :
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..., YOUR HOST
' THE BARRY FAMILY

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

. Serving Lunch Mon-Fri 11:30-3:00
® Dinners Monday-Sunday
o Featuring Spécials Daily

ENTERTAINMENT BY:
TOM MONTE TRIO

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
EVENINGS

CALL NOW FOR THANKSGIVING & HOLIDAY SEASON
RESERVATIONS AT ROCHESTER ONLY “Christmas Wonderland.”

1372 Edgemere Dr. on Beautiful Lake Ontario

227-3600

Babette G. Augustin/Staff photographer
Ray Pfeifer is the first local man to become state deputy of the Knights.

“This is my father, Abe. 77 years old
and still too proud to ask for help.”

If your father is like most, numbers of neighbors and
he'll never admit to needing relatives who can assist when
help. Which is why you should ~ an ambulance isn’t necessary.
know about Lifeline. A very More than a medical alert

service, Lifeline is some-
. one you can trust fo
watch over your loved

special service that calls for
help when you can’t be
there. Activated by th

press of a button, it paly one every hour of every
your father in touch with*: day. Someone you can
well-trained professionals who call a friend.

know everything about him: For more information about a
his age, his address, his medical  service your father will one day

conditions. Plus the phone thank you for, contact:

HEALTHCALL

a program of Park Ridge Health System
(716) 723-7444
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