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Patriarch: Peace must be realized
By John Thavis
Catholic News Service
ROME — When the Middle East
peace conference takes up the issue of
Jerusalem's status, church leaders
must have a voice in the debate, said
Jerusalem Latin-rite Patriarch Michel
Sabbah.
The patriarch, speaking to reporters
in Rome Oct. 30, said he was optimistic
about the conference, which began in
Madrid the same day. Direct talks between Arabs and Israelis have a good
chance of breaking through the
"psychological barriers" that have
prevented peace for decades, he said.
"Nothing is impossible. Jerusalem
can be the capital or Israel. It can be the
capital of Palestine. It can be the spiritual capital for all Christians, and a
place where all believers feel at home.
Nothing is impossible, as long as" the
sides sit down at the table and seek a
solution," Patriarch Sabbah said.
The patriarch, a Palestinian, empha-

sized that Jerusalem does not merely
represent a political obstacle.
"The political dimension alone can
never resolve the problem of Jerusalem. There is a religious dimension,
and if it is neglected now, it will cause
disturbances in the future," he said.
In Madrid, representatives of Israel,
Palestinians and Arab countries were
sitting down together for the first time
to discuss peace in the region. Neither
the Vatican nor other church institutions were invited to attend the talks,
sponsored by the United States and the
Soviet Union.
The status of Jerusalem has long
been a stumbling block to an ArabIsraeli settlement; the city, sacred to all
three monotheistic religions, has been
the site of increasing tensions after its
eastern part came under Israeli occupation during the 1967 Arab-Israeli
war.
Christian patriarchs in Jerusalem
have met twice in recent weeks to
work out a common position on the
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Ivan Dragicevic will be the kick off
speaker for nine days of Prayer for
World Peace. We will be praying for
the intercession of the Queen of
Peace to the Prince of Peace. Ivan
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Sponsored by St. Charles Borromeo Medjugorje Fund and Don's
Travel, 53 Swift St., Waterloo, NY 13165, 315-539-2912.
Call Don's for information on Medjugorje Trips.

city's future, so they are ready if and
when the conference takes up those
kind of details, perhaps in a second
phase, he said.
,
Patriarch Sabbah said an eventual
Palestinian solution should be based
on U.N. resolutions calling on Israel to
withdraw from occupied territories.
Although Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir has said recently that Israel
would not give up land for peace, the
patriarch discounted that as preconference posturing.
Asked if he had a message for Shamir, the patriarch said the Israeli
leader should "not be afraid of peace."
"Peace must be found and will be
found. It is not impossible to combine
the security of Israel with human
rights and justice for Palestinians," he
said.
Patriarch Sabbah said Israel could
make a gesture of good will by putting
a moratorium on new settlements in
occupied territory during the peace
talks.
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MIXED SIGNALS — A masked
Palestinian holds a pistol and an olive branch over his head during an
Oct 30 march on the occupied
West Bank near the village of Jenin.

Louisiana bishops issue statement on vote
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Louisiana's eight Catholic bishops have
urged voters to take a "calm, rational
and prayerful approach" to the Nov.
16 gubernatorial election pitting a former Ku Klux Klan leader against an
ex-govemor indicted on racketeering
charges while in office.
The bishops issued a statement Oct
30 encouraging voters and candidates
to "take the high ground" in the electoral battle between former Klan
leader David Duke and former governor Edwin Edwards. Edwards was
acquitted of racketeering charges in
1986, and his three consecutive terms
as governor were riddled with scandal
He left office in 1987.
Candidates should not use "slogans,
phrases and one-liners which conjure
up the problems and tensions of past
years," me statement said. "Our lagging economy, the education of our
children and a host of other problems
are the issues which must be faced and
solved."

The statement was issued by New
Orleans Archbishop Francis B. Schulte;
Bishops Stanley J. Ott of Baton Rouge,
Warren L. Boudreaux of Houma-Thibodaux, William B. Friend of Shreveport, Harry J. Flynn of Lafayette, Sam
Jacobs of Alexandria and Jude Speyrer
of Lake Charles; and Auxiliary Bishop
Robert W. Muench of New Orleans.
Noting that the Louisiana Catholic
Conference does not endorse candidates for public office, the bishops said
they were recognizing their responsibility to address religious and moral
questions in the public arena.
"Louisiana has been blessed by the
racial, religious and cultural diversity
of its citizens," they said. "Racial and
religious division and prejudice have
no place in our electoral process, in our
government, in our institutions or in
our society. Catholics and other citizens of good will should carefully and
prayerfully consider these moral issues
as they ponder their choice of the candidates."
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