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» ever in her wildest dreams did Priscilla Graham imagine herself a Catholic.
.. "I thought (the Catholic Church) was just for whites,” Graham said. “When I saw
thmgs on telemslon, the people were just whzte. I didn't think blacks went to a Catholic

. ..M Church.”

But on: Holy Saturday of 1990, Graham became a Catholzc at Rochester’s St. Brzdget s Parish.
There, she said, she found acceptance as a black.
. "I feel welcome now because there are more blacks in Catholic churches,” Graham observed.
" Indeed, blacks in the Catholic Church today number approximately three million, according to
Walter Hubbard of the National Office for Black Catholics.

And they are not the only people of color to be found in Catholic churches.

 According ta the 1991 edition of the Catholic Almanac, approxzmately 16 million Hispanics cur-

y rently living in the United States are baptized Catholics.

] : Thus black and Hispanic Catholics together total 19 million — some 35 percent of the 55 million

Catholics in the United States.
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Within the next few years, blacks, Hispanics, Asians  diocese’s Office of Black Ministry. “When you look
and Native Americans will make up 50 percent of  at the governing structures, where’s the universality
the YSS. Catholic population, reports the Washing-  there?” '

~based National Catholic Conference for In- Pompa said the. U.S. church simply is insensitive
about the need for minorities in leaderslup pos1-
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