olumnists

®

Hearings focused attention on age-old issue
By Father Paul Cuddy
Courier columnist
The recent hearings surrounding nowJustice Clarence- Thomas and professor
Anita Hill brings a pondering about sexual
harassment
What exactly is sexual harassment?
When does it occur? Are women to be regarded the same as men? Does it happen
equally as much to men as women? What
is the difference?
In the 1930s Monsignor James Hartley
taught us pastoral theology at S t Bernard's Seminary. He once said to us:
"Gentlemen, do not walk down the street
with a woman, unless it is your sister. In
that case, you might wear a sign: 'This is
my sister.'" Was this ultra-prudence?
This counsel was so imbued into my
soul when I served as chaplain at St. James
Mercy Hospital, Hornell, in the late 1960s.
I was driving home to Auburn, some 80
miles away, when I invited a fellow-

Auburnian, Sister Teresa Mary Kenny of
the hospital staff, to ride along. She
needed to be dropped off at her home.
With remarkable discretion I had her sit
. in the back seat I smile today to visualize
the petite Sister Teresa Mary, alone in the
back seat as her clerical chauffeur sat in
the front Does this seem over-prudence?
The late 1960s was a time when young
men were sporting long hair, bohemian
dress and a lot of restlessness. One day asl
was returning to Hornell from assisting
Father Vincent Collins in Canisteo, I saw a
youth hitchhiking at the edge of the
village.
In addition to looking about 19 or 20
years old, he was neatly dressed with
short, trim hair. I stopped and opened the
door.
"Hop in. Where to?"
A high-pitched voice replied: "Hornell."
"Why, you're a girl!" I exclaimed.
"Why, yes," she said.

mu-A

A

»-*'M k^mA.

mii IMS
^fc.f.fc.*

V

™

ON THE
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"If I had known that I wouldn't have
stopped."
A bit aggrieved the girl replied: "Why
not?"
"If we have an accident, you know how
that would be reported in die papers and
over the radio," I said.
"I never thought of that" she giggled.
And therein lies the problem. What is
the correct attitude between a man and
woman?
'
During the senatorial hearings concern-

ing the nomination of Judge Robert Bork,
two feminist women testified mightily
against him — not because of sexual harassment but because of his judicial philosophy.
When they finished, Senator Strom
Thurmond expressed his thanks to "the
lovely ladies for their testimony.'' The two
women exploded with anger, accusing the
senator of demeaning their femininity.
As I watched these women I thought
"So these women think that at the sinking
of the Lusitania the men demeaned women
by giving lifeboats to women and children
first? Is chivalry so dead that women are
not to be considered special? Is it demeaning for a man to open the door for a
woman or to rip one's hat in respect for
womanhood?
Equality in all that pertains to justice,
yes. But to consider women the same as
men, better to ponder over the words of the
poet Phyllis McGinely: "Men and women
are equal, but different"

Pharaoh changes his mind after the final plague comes
By Cindy Bassett
Courier columnist
"Any sign of those two miserable
brothers?" Pharaoh asked the servant who
had come to wait on him and his guest.
"As I recall, your highness, you told
Moses and Aaron that they would be killed
if they ever came to the palace again."
"I didn't ask you for your recollections!" Pharaoh snapped back with such
sharpness that even his visitor winced.
The servant was apparently accustomed
to such outbursts as routine. "My answer
is no," he replied without flinching. - - "You see," Pharaoh said, turning back
to the astrologer who came every week to
advise the king. "I am well rid of them
and the annoying plagues of their God."
For his part, the astrologer took great
care in choosing his words of reply. "I do
not wish to appear impertinent your highness. But there is no error in the signs. A
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dark cloud of impending danger is still
hanging over this palace and all of
Egypt"
Meanwhile, back in Goshen, Moses had
called a meeting with the leaders of the Israelites and the head of every family.
They listened carefully to all of Moses'
instructions. He ended his long speech to
them by saying: "Tonight will be different
from every other night What will happen
will be commemorated for all time as the
greatest event in our history. For tonight
God will free us from our bondage as
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Pharaoh's slaves."
Every family sacrificed a young lamb
without blemish in thanksgiving to God.
Some of the lamb's blood was taken on a
branch and used to mark the top and sides
of the door frame of their houses.
The lamb was prepared in great haste
with bitter herbs and unleavened bread
since there was no time to wait for the
dough to rise. Everyone ate this meal dressed in their traveling clothes and with all
of their possessions packed for a long
journey.
At midnight the angel of death came
through and killed the firstborn son of
every family in Egypt No one was spared
from Pharaoh's own son to the firstborn
son of his servants. There wasn't a family
in Egypt that didn't experience death.
When the angel of death saw the markings on the doors of the Hebrews' homes,
it was a sign that these were God's people.
And the angel passed over these homes.
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At first light the Hebrews could hear
the wailing and lamenting from the Egyptians even in Goshen. It was the worst disaster that had ever struck them.
Before Pharaoh had even summoned
Moses and Aaron, the Egyptians went before the king and beseeched him, "Please,
let these Hebrews leave before we all
die!"
The Egyptians were so anxious that they
even loaded the Hebrews with gifts of silver and gold for their journey to freedom.
, The Hebrews had lived in Egypt as
Pharaoh's slaves for 430 years. To this
day, the celebration of their freedom is
celebrated on the feast of Passover every
year.
Scripture Reference: Exodus, Chapters 11 and 12.
Meditation: "Jesus replied: 'I tell you
the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to
sin. So if the Son sets you free, you will be
free indeed.'" (John 8:34,36).
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INVITATION TO REPARATION
MAKE THE FIVE

1100 Long Pond Rd. Suite 3 I

SPECIALIZING IN
ORTHOPEDIC SHOES
& CORRECTIONS
P.W. MINOR EXTRA - DEPTH
DREW
FOOT-SAVERS
HUSH PUPPIES

1st Saturdays of Reparation
Fr. Albert Shamon, Author, Lecturer, Columnist, invites you
to listen to the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ on the following stations every Sunday WAUB-1590 Auburn, 12:25
p.m.; WSSW-99FM Seneca Falls, 6:15 p.m.; and WGVA-1240
Geneva, 7:45 a.m.

Our Lady of Victory
210 Pleasant St., Downtown Rochester
Rosary & Mass, 10 a.m. - Sacrament of Penance, 11:30 a.m.

St. Alphonsus
95 East Genesee St., Auburn, N.Y.
Sacrament of Penance, 9 a.m. - Rosary & Mass, 10 a.m.

OR MAKE FIVE FIRST SATURDAYS ON YOUR OWN.

Men's Sizes:
6 to 15/Widths A to 5E
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Women's sizes:
3 to 12/Widths 4A-5E

• Custom Made Arch Supports '
• Custom Casted Shoes Made

LOTEMPIO
SHOE STORE
Rochester's Finest Orthopedic Shoe Store
Certified Orthopedic Shoe Technician
790 Ridge R d . , Webster»671-82i39
(West of 5 Mile Line Rd.. next to Bethany Marine World)

Mon-Fri 9-6; Sat 9-5

Thursday, October 31,1991
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