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Days celebrate 'heavenly harvest of saints' ByRobCulllvan 
Staff writer 

October 31 and November 1 and 2 say 
almost as much about the mysteries under
lying Catholicism as do Easter and 
Christmas. 

On those three days, by praying to the 
saints and for all deceased souls, Chris
tians acknowledge the spiritual world's in
fluence over mem, and their influence on 
those in the spiritual world. 

And whether they consciously ac
knowledge it, Halloween revelers who 

'dress up as ghosts, goblins, demons and 
devils point to a belief in the world of the 
dead — and, in particular, the world of the 
evil dead. 

Yet as numerous scholars have noted, it 
isn't necessary for Halloween to conjure 
images of hellish figures in order for the 
holiday to move people's souls. 

The word "Halloween," in fact, is a 
contraction of "The Eve of All Hallows" 
—the day before the Christian feast of All 
Saints' Day. All Saints' Day is followed 
on "Nov. 2 by All Souls' Day or the 
"Commemoration of All the Faithful De
parted." 

Although Oct. 31 has become synony
mous with the mischievous world of de
mons, Halloween can have more positive 
meanings, according to the 1991 Source
book for Sundays and Seasons, published 
by Liturgy Training Publications in Chi
cago. 

"Secular cultures have turned All 
Saints' Eve into everything rotten and 
superstitious about humans," the Source
book noted in its section on "The Solem
nity of All Saints." "Perhaps this is the 
church's fault We too often forgot the 
Easter roots of this day. We failed to pass 
on the stories of how ghosts and skeletons 
andfcemeteries point to the heavenly Jeru-

Hie "heavenly Jerusalem" had become 
the destination of many early Christians 
who were martyred for their faith. By the 
fourth century, the Sourcebook notes, 
Christians in the East observed a festival 
for all martyrs on the Sunday after Pente
cost 

By the sixth and seventh centuries, 
Christians in the West had adopted the 
custom, although Adolf Adam's The Li
turgical Year notes that the feast's date 
varied from region to region. Under the 
seventh-century Pope Boniface IV, Adam 
wrote, May 13 became the established day 
because it was on that date that Roman 
Emperor Phocas gave the pope the Panth
eon. 

The pope consecrated the Pantheon as a 
Christian church in honor of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and all the martyrs. Adam re
ported: "On this day of consecration, the 
pope had 28 wagonloads of martyrs' bones 
brought to the church from the cata
combs." 

All Saints' Day's roots in the martyr
dom of the church is highlighted by the 
first New Testament reading that day, 
which is drawn from the Book of Rev
elation, explained Father Thomas P. Mull, 
priest consultant to the diocesan Office of 
Liturgy. 

The readings describe the multitude of 
saints who have washed their robes white 
in the blood of the Lamb. 

"It's a vision of the world to come," 
Father Mull commented. 

According to a number of experts, the 
church in medieval Ireland and England 
seems to have settled on Nov. 1 as the date 
for modern celebration of All Saints. Nov. 
1 was the Celtic New Year, coinciding 
with harvest time. Church scholars today 
sometimes refer to All Saints' Day as a 
celebration of the heavenly harvest of the 
saints. 

Dorothy Hinkle, one of two kindergar-

GustavDor* 
In Volume II of the Henry Ervlng Edi
tion of Dante's Vision of Paradise, 
this engraving illustrates Canto 
XXXI, lines 1-3: "In fashion, as a 
snow white rose, lay then before my 
view the saintly multitude, which in 
his own blood Christ espoused." 

ten teachers at St Michael's School in 
Newark, summed up the meaning of Hal
loween and All Saints' Day by pointing to 
the way children at her school dress on 
both days. 

"We're monsters one day, and the next 
day we become saints,'' she quipped. 

Actually, the Irindergartners at St. Mi
chael's can't become too monstrous on 
Halloween, according to Carol Archunde, 
school secretary. She said the school dis
courages children from dressing as skele
tons or devils for their Halloween parties. 

"We prefer little ghosts and witches — 
that's OK," she said. "Not devils, nothing 
really frightening." The school encour
ages children to focus on the holier aspects 
of the holiday weekend, rather than its 
more demonic features, she explained. 

On Nov. 1, St MichaeKs kindergartners 
will dress in full costumes as the saints of 
their choice and lead a procession of entire 
student body into the church to the melody 
of "The Saints Go Marchin' In," Ar
chunde and Hinkle said. 

"The little ones love it because they're 
the focal point of the Mass," Hinkle said. 
She added that she encourages her charges 
to pray for all the souls who have no one to 
pray for them on All Souls' Day. 

The liturgy on All Souls' Day—Nov. 2 
— emphasizes the "connectedness" of 
those on earth and those in the afterlife, 
Father Mull observed. 

For example, he said, the readings on 
All Souls' Day are taken from the same 
body of readings the church uses for fu
nerals. 

The passage from John's Gospel for 
Nov. 2 might be construed as pointing to 
the true significance of All Souls.'"In my 
Father's house are many rooms... I go and 
prepare a place for you," Jesus says. 

During these three days, Christians can 
reflect on those rooms, and what Jesus is 
doing to prepare them. 
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POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 

Make Your Vote Count 
Re-Elect JOSEPH J. MARTICELLI 

Henrietta Town Justice 
A DISTINGUISHED JUDGE 

• Henrietta Town Justice since 1981 
• 2 Years Acting Rochester City Court 

judge, 1989-1990 
• President, Monroe County 

Magistrates Association, 1990 

A RESPONSIBLE CITIZEN 
• Henrietta homeowner/resident for 34 years 
• 42 months, U.S. Army Air Force 
• Past Commander, American Legion 

Post 473 
• Parishioner, Guardian Angels Parish 

Republican/Conservative 
Paid for by V» commlttM to Ro-Ctoct Judge MartcaMl 

AN OUTSTANDING LAWYER 
• 12 Years Deputy Town Attorney/Town Prosecutor 
• Elected to Who's Who in American Law, 1991 

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 

The Action Continues - Vote for Arcffie C. Curry 
The Democrats' Choice for Rochester City School Board 

"Since my election to the City of Rochester Board of Education, I 
have provided strong leadership and decisive decision-making. 
High expectations and educational excellence - which are achiev
able within the community's ability to pay are the cornerstones of 
my board activities." 

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 

RETURN 

Archie Curry 

CLEAR PRIORITIES 
• Strong curriculum 
D Parent Involvement 
• Safe Schools 

CONCERNED LEADERSHIP 
D Stable, Realistic, Budgets 
D Common Sense Fiscal Planning 
D Sensible Spending 

Archie Curry is an independent leader who isn't afraid to speak his mind when 
the best interests of our children's education are at stake. His solid record of 
excellence makes him supremely qualified to serve. 
Archie holds a B.S. in Urban Educational Planning and his own three children 
are city school graduates. 

VOTE FOR ARCHIE C. CURRY UA - NOVEMBER 5 

Paid for by the Committee to Re-elect Archie Curry 
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1 IRONDEQUOIT 
TOWN JUSTICE 

EXPERIENCED 
• Irondequoit Town Justice 

(1984-1987) 
• U.S. Navy, Special Court 

Marital Judge (1976-1977) 

INVOLVED 
• Legal Advisor, Catholic Family Center, 

Amerasian Resettlement Program 
• Captain, U.S. Naval Reserve 
• Member, St. Thomas the Apostle Parish 

I CONSERVATIVE • REPUBLICAN 1 
Paid for by the committee to return 

P. Keely Costello to Irondequoit Town Court 

Thursday, October 31, 1991 


