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CATHOLIC MISSIONS M f
When conflict again arose
between the Iroquois and
French, the Jesuits and settlers
deserted the settlement in 1658.
They returned in 1660, after tensions eased.
This pattern of forced departure and return continued until
1709, when war erupted
between the French and British,
with whom the Iroquois had
allied. But for a few secret visits,
Jesuit missionaries were unable to
return to upstate New York.
Father McNamara noted that the
Jesuits succeeded in converting few
Indians during their years of missionary work in New York State.
When the Jesuits and French finally
left the area, many of the converts
went with them to Canada, settling
on reservations in what is now the
Province of Quebec.
The Rochester archivist observed
that the Jesuits' efforts produced
few long-term fruits. Yet excavations
of Indian gravesites from the era
have discovered remains bearing
"Jesuit rings" - copper rings bearing
crosses or the name of Jesus, he
noted.
In addition, Father McNamara
said, the Iroquois Christians who
accompanied French trappers to
Montana told Flathead Indians there
about their experiences with "The
Blackrobes." As a result, the
Flatheads requested that Jesuit
missionaries be sent to them, thus
opening the door to Jesuit missions
fn the West.
In the years that followed,
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forced the missionaries to adapt
their teachings.
Since the Indians defined people by relationships, for example,
the missionaries came to describe
the Trinity as "Our Father, his son
and their holy ghost," Father
McNamara noted.
The presence of Christians
among the Iroquois' Huron captives enabled the missionaries to
find a core of believers in all the
Indian communities.
At the Indians' continuing suggestion, the two priests encouraged French settlers to found a
colony. The resulting French settlement near present-day
Liverpool became a mission center, and several more priests
joined the two resident Jesuits
there.
In August of 1656, Fathers
Chaumonot and Rene Menard ventured into Cayuga County, becom:
ing the first priests to enter what is
now part of the Rochester diocese.
The Indians built a chapel for them
- the first church in the Rochester
diocese - near the town of
Mapleton.

Catholic missionaries occasionally
passed through Central and
Western New York. But not until
immigrants began settling the area
in the early 19th century did the
second wave of missionary activity
begin.
At the time, the entire United
States was part of the Diocese of
Baltimore, established in 1784. The
first church in New York State was
St. Patrick's, founded in New York
City in 1786. St. Mary's in Albany
became the state's second church
in 1798.
Western New Yorkers enjoyed
only occasional visits from priests
during their years of membership in
the Baltimore diocese. But when the
New York Diocese was created in
1808, priests began to travel
through the region more frequently.
The first Catholic church in
West/Central New York - and the
third in the entire state - was St.
John's in Utica, established in 1821.
Two years later, the state's fourth
church - St. Patrick's in Rochester
- was built.
Communities throughout the
region gradually began openinc
parishes in the ensuing years: j
John the Baptist in Syracuse
(1827); St. Paul in Oswego (11
Holy Family in Auburn and St.
Francis De Sales in Geneva (1834);
St. Jerome in Seneca Falls (1836);
St. Peter in Rome (1837); and St.
John in Binghamton (1838).
Yet the region had few priests during these early years, Father
McNamara said. As settlers moved
slowly westward, those few shepherds traveled from town to town,
serving Catholics in the developing

faith communities.
The early faith communities
began as mission churches, becoming independent parishes only when
they had sufficient parishioners and
funds - and when a priest became
available.
Due to the difficulties of
north/south travel in those days,
priests from Pennsylvania and New
York City - rather than Syracuse
and Rochester - more commonly
served the Southern Tier region
from Binghamton through Elmira
and Hornell.
The region's southern counties
remained mission territory well into
the 1850s, as parishes were gradually established in such communities as Ithaca, Oxford, Hornell,
Deposit, Elmira, Norwich, Coming,
Cortland and Bath.
Catholicism had taken sufficient
hold in the area for the Diocese of
Rochester to be created in 1868
and for the Diocese of Syracuse to
be formed in 1886. Yet there is no
clear point at which the region
ceased to be mission territory,
Father McNamara acknowledged.
And amid today's priest shortage,
he remarked, the church is experiencing what in some ways resembles another missionary era, as
more of the region's parishes merge
and more priests are called to serve
several communities.
"Even today, when you have one
priest with several missions, it is like
the mission days," he concluded...
On the cmgr. Detail of a mural at Le Moyne
College in Syracuse of Father Simon LeMoyne
on a missionary visit to the Iroquois of
Central New York. (Photo: Le Moyne College)

Who cares about ...

From the Valencia Collection ...

CHILD'S
PICTURE FRAME
and CHILD'S
CROSS

Who can help these children?
In Ein Karem, where John the Baptist lived
as a boy, the Rosary Sisters have an
orphanage for 50 very young Arab boys.
Sister Agatha, who runs it, says, "You can
always put more pots on the stove, and more
blankets on the beds, but what they really
need is love."
Sister Agatha, and the hundreds like her,
have enough love for the children who come to them, but not
enough money. Here's how you can help: for $15.00 or more a
month, you can sponsor a child in one of the 500 child-caring
institutions supported by Catholic Near East Welfare Association.
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Catholic Near East Welfare Association
a papal agency for humanitarian and pastoral support
1011 First Avenue, N e w York, N e w York 10022-4195

212/826-1480

Dear Msgr. Stem,
D I want to sponsor a child. Here's myfirstmonthly gift of S
_
• Here's my gift of S
Useit where die need is greatest.
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Address
City
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The CHILD'S CROSS and CHILD'S PICTURE
FRAME make distinctive gifts for birthdays.
christenings, and many other occasions - perfect as
parent or grandparent gifts, too.
Made of fine quality porcelain, the CROSS and the PICTURE FRAME have the satin-glaze finish
and hand-painted pastel tones that distinguish the Valencia Collection.
The gifts are decorated with a beautifully detailed kneeling child. 3 inches
high, available in two styles - a boy figure in blue or a girl figure in pink.
The CHILD'S CROSS. 7>/2 inches in length, has a built-in hanger for
easy display. The CHILD'S PICTURE FRAME. 4 x S inches in size, is
designed for table-top display and has a plastic sleeve and an easy-to-use
drop-in slot for photo. Both gifts come with an attractive gift box
Your choice of the VALENCIA CHILD'S CROSS or the CHILD'S
PICTURE FRAME will be sent for an offering of $15* or more for the
work of the Missionary Oblates among the workfs needy.
Enclosed is my offering for the worldwide ministry of the Missionary
Oblates. {$15 or more offeringforeach.)
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