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Appeal emphasizes common respons:blllty

By Blshop Matthew H. Clark

Monday, October 21.

Our Thanks Giving Appeal is in
full swing once again. In all of our
parishes this past weekend and for
the next two weekends, your pastor
and other parish leaders will ask you
to make a gift in support of the TGA.
They will highlight the reasons for
the appeal, the common responsibili-
ties we can meet and the good works
we can do because of your generous
support.

I want to add my own request
directly to theirs and ask you please,
if you have not done so already, to
consider making a generous gift to
this year’s appeal. I don’t define the
amount because that doesn’t matter
so much.

What matters to me most is that
you participate in this manner in the
life of our local church; that your
participation flows from a sense of
belonging to our family of faith; and
that it somehow expresses your
commitment to that family’s activi-

ties.

If all the women and men of our
church responded to the appeal in
this way, our life would be signifi-
cantly strengthened and we would be
able to extend the care of the Lord to
more people in need than we can

nOw assist.

You will recall that when the
TGA first began 11 years ago, it re-
placed the system of direct taxation
on the ordinary annual income of
every parish community in the dio-
cese. If, for example, the people of
St. Brendan’s in a given year contri-
buted $1,200,000 to the parish in the
Sunday collection and the diocesan
tax rate for that year was 8 percent,
then the parish would owe the dio-
cese $96,000. The pastor would pay
off this assessment, generally in
monthly or quarterly payments.

In that system, there was no direct
connection between the people of

the parish and the larger church to

which they belonged. Hence there
was no communication of need, little
emphasis on our common responsi-
bility and no invitation to our people
to support our work. Our appeal over
the years has helped us to make
these connections. We continue to
grow in our awareness that we are
not an accidental conglomeration of
160 parishes, but one people gifted
by God and called to build God’s
kingdom in our 12 counties.

In the last two years, we have ta-
ken an important step to build on the
good things the TGA has helped us
to accomplish. That step is to re-
move all compulsory quotas from

the program. Each parish commun-
ity receives a fair-share goal that is
meant to serve both as a guide and

an encouragement to giving. But.

failure to achieve that level of giving
will not result in a financial burden
on the parish revenues.

In past years of the TGA, if St.
Brendan’s parish quota as $40,000,
and the people of the parish contri-
buted $35,000 toward the goal, St.
Brendan’s was required to make up
the $5,000 deficit. Under our new
program, St. Brendan’s would not be
charged to make up the deficit.

This new step is not without risk,
but I am delighted that we have ta-
ken it. It allows us to emphasize
bonds of faith and affection; it per-
mits conversation about commit-
ment rather than taxation, about free
participation . rather than grudging
cooperation.

I hope that this new direction will
please you and encourage your ge-
nerous support of this year’s TGA. If
you have never participated in the
appeal, please consider a first-time

If you have participated in the past

and dropped out over the years, .

please think about strengthening our
efforts by rejoining. We would be
grateful to have your help. 1 know
you may have dropped out because

of some hurt caused by me or others,
or by some particular decision with
which you disagree. I can under-
stand that and will respect your de-
cision. But I invite you to remember
that family life generally deepens

when people stay with it, rejoice and

share in the life that’s there, and
work hard to make the family a bet-
ter place to be.

Peace to all.

MONASTERY
OF
MARY THE
QUEEN

PRAYER

Living apart from the
day-to-day world, we
eagerly study the truth,
wholeheartedly ponder
the Scriptures, pray
intently, willingly
practice penance, work
attentively, live simply
and rejoice in sisterly
sharing.We thereby live
in the midst of the
Church and world,
proclaiming that in
Christ alone is true
happiness found.

” visit our Monastery,

CONTEMPLATION

Our monastic way of life
focuses on the perfect
love of God and neighbor
which is effective in
achieving the salvation
of all people.

SERVICE

SIMPLICITY

If this way of life speaks
to you, we invite you to

located amid peaceful
hills which are so
conducive to
contemplative living.
Possibly your goals and
ours are mutual.

We welcome you.
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MARCH 7th - 21st
2 WEEK, 4 ISLAND DELUXE
ESCORTED TOUR
Rochester’s most popular deluxe,
escorted tour to. Hawaiil We invite you to compare.
Featuring our exclusive guide — Mr. Ed Kahale!
ALWAYS A SELLOUT - BOOK NOW!
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1521 MONROE AVE. » 271-0100

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

For Statewide (New York) Federation

——-- lam interested in receiving more information about a
vocation with the Dominican Nuns, or planning to visit.

— Dlease send me a copy of the book.One Mind & Heart in
God: Dominican Monastic Life. I am enclosing $6.95 plus
$2.00 for shipping & handling.

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Telephone:

For more information, contact Sr. Miriam of The Cross,0.P., Monastery of Mary the Queen,
1310 West Church Street, Elmira, NY 14905. Phone: (607) 734-9506.

The applicant will be a participating Catholic parent and a demonstrated user/sup-
porter of the Catholic School System. The. position reports to the executive com-
mittee of the New York State Federation of Catholic School Parents.

The successful applicant will be self-motivated and competent in the following: in-
terpersonal and public relations, Church/schoo! and governmental processes, or-
ganizational structuring, project management, grant writing and basic fiscal con
trols. Statewide travel is required.

The executive director is the day-to-day functional manager of the Federation’s ex-
ternal relations and projects, and chief administrator of its business activities,
office and executive committee decisions.

Please send resume, salary requirements, and personal and parish references to:

Chairman, Search Committee, New York State Federation of Catholic School
Parents, 149-56 Delawars Avenue, Flushing, NY 11355.
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