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Saying goodbye to special friends
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark
You may recall that after one of the
annual reunions of the Bills family, I
wrote about my aunt, Mary Willard. I
mentioned, at the time, that among her
strong loyalties was her family, her
Catholic faith, her Irish heritage, the
Democratic Party and the New York
Yankees.
She was proud of them all and quick
to their defense should anyone say
anything less than positive about any
one of them. It was fun to be with her.
There was always a great deal of
laughter whenever we got her going
about those topics. I remember that she
got a kick out of my mention of her
special loyalties and her encouragement to stick it out with the Bronx
Bombers even through the lean years.
My Aunt Mary died early Friday
morning. Her family and friends gath-,
ered Monday morning at St. Mary's,
Waterford, to r commend her to the
mercy of the God she loved so much,
to celebrate her life, and to comfort
one another at the loss of a friend dear
to us all. After the funeral liturgy and

the committal service we gathered
with her children, Jack and Mary Ann
and their families.^
We enjoyed good food and the
company of all. Most of all we enjoyed
the happy memories Mary left with all
of us. We remembered her love for
singing and how Mary and her four
sisters used to entertain at local variety
shows years ago. We recalled that she
was a shrewd poker player who had
great fun at the game. I was always
impressed that she welcomed kids into
the games when they were around and
enjoyed it when the young ones managed to win a pot. And, of course, we
talked about her coffee. If not the
worst ever brewed, it was close to it. I
always maintained it provided the basic formula for STP motor treatment.
There was a lot of laughter today.
But there was sadness, too. Mary left
two children, nine grandchildren, 11
great-grandchildren and many other
relatives, including my mother —
Mary's sister and the last of the 13
children of Helen and Nelson Bills.
Tears flowed across the generations
and spilled beyond her blood family
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into the wider family who had come to
know her kindness.
As I drove back home on the
Thruway, I was remembering the joy
and the sadness of the day when I
heard the stunning news of the death
of Roger Robach, the New York State
Assembly's deputy majority leader
from Rochester. It's tough, at any
time, to lose the presence, commitment
and values of a person like Roger. It's
the more difficult that he has been
called home at such a young age.
In today's paper, I read comments
from Roger's colleagues from this area
and from all parts of our state. They
praised him as a person of integrity, as
a servant of the people, as a defender
of unborn life, as a staunch supporter
of high quality education for all children, as a man willing to sacrifice himself for those in need. I believe that he
was all of those things and much more.
Roger had strong, clear convictions.
He committed himself to expressing
those convictions to the best of his
ability in the sometimes complex, always demanding arena of politics and
public service. In doing so he offered

to all of us a strong model of what it
means to live out our gospel call to be
salt of the earth and light of the world.
Mary and Roger. Different stories,
different spans of years among us. Yet
both leave strong legacies and lively
hope.
Peace to all, especially to those most
saddened by the loss of these wonderful friends.
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2 WEEK, 4 ISLAND DELUXE
ESCORTED TOUR

Rochester's most popular deluxe,
escorted tour to Hawaii. Featuring our exclusive
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guide — Mr. Ed Kahale!
ALWAYS A SELLOUT - BOOK NOW!
1521 MONROE AVE. • 271-0100

Personalized to meet your needs:
Companionship • Respite Care
• Senior sitting • Transportation
• Shopping
• Light Cleaning
• Meal Prep

Reasonable Rates!
Fully Insured. Bonded

1100 Long Pond Rd. Suite 3 >
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Sr. Marie Edward.O.P
Vocation Directress
Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne
600 Linda Avenue,

Hawthorne, NY 10532
(914) 7694794
DearSr Edward
Please oontact mg with additional
information about planning a visit to
your Community.
I would Ilea to know more about
your Community
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The Dominican Sisters Of Hawthorne.
We nurse incurable cancer patients in our seven free, modern nursing homes,
located in New York. Pennsylvania, Ohio, Massachusetts, Georgia and Minnesota.
Many who enter our community have no prior nursing experience, but we all share
a great compassion for the suffering poor and delight at being able to help them.
We seek women who are full of love for Christ, and desire to join a
congregation with a strong spiritual and community life.
R-NY

'I will obey God anywhere, a't any time, with courage!
Rose Hawthorne,

Foundress.
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For more information, call the Monroe County
Recycling Hotline at 254-4225.
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