Student leaders plan agenda for school year
By Barbara Ann Homick
Staff writer
ROCHESTER — It's early in the school
year, but class leaders at Rochester-area
Catholic high schools have already targeted certain areas they'd like to improve
upon.
Many students agreed that increasing
school spirit is one of their primary concerns.
"First and foremost we want to build
school spirit and involvement,'' said Mario
Falone, president of the Executive Student
Council at the Aquinas Institute.
Along with the council's three other
members, Falone said he hopes to bolster
school spirit through such events as "the
magazine drive, athletic games and Homecoming weekend.
Sean Norton, president of the Executive
Council of Student Government at
McQuaid Jesuit High S ^ g a j ^ said he
would like to rekindle the school spirit that
has dwindled over the past few years.
Norton cited the start of a T-shirt campaign to raise students', interest in sporting
events and other activities. Thus far, sales
of football and soccer shirts have been extremely brisk, he said.
Although "McQuaid does not have the
traditional Homecoming weekend, Norton
said students hope to establish an annual
celebration that would draw alumni back
to the school. More dances and the recently
reinstated pep squad should also help raise
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school spirit, Norton said.
Over at Bishop Kearney, Student Council Vice President Christina Vito is encouraging, students .to attend more sports
games, pep rallies and dances as a way of
showing school support. She added,
however, that students need to feel at home
in their schools for spirit to flourish. "School spirit comes from the school being clean and presentable," noted Vito,
who said the freshly painted lockers give
the school a new look this year.
In addition, Kearney senior Gracen Porreca, president of the Student Council, said
the school will become snore spirited if

Polish group sponsoring essay contest for youths
ROCHESTER — The Polonia Civic
Centre of Rochester is sponsoring an essay
contest for students entitled "What My Polish Heritage Means to Me.''
The contest is open to elementary, junior
and senior high school students who have
at least one PoMsh parent. October is "Polish Heritage Month."
, Prizes will be awarded for each level:
$75 for senior high; $50 for junior high;
and $25 for elementary-school students.

communication between students and administrators improves.
In an effort to enhance communication,
the council eliminated the position of treasurer and instituted a director of public relations.
* "That person will be the main 'gobetween' between the faculty and the Student Council,'' said Porreca,
Vito added, "We hope students will feel
comfortable coming to us so we can bring
their ideas to the principal.''
Channel One, the Whittle Broadcast
Network, will also be used as a communication tool, according to Porreca. Sporting
events and other highlights will be broadcast daily to keep all students up-to-date
with Kearney's teams, he said.
In addition to planning regular events
such as dances, "Spirit Week" and Homecoming, student leaders are also helping to
start a recycling program at the school,
said'Porreca.
When asked what they would do if they
"ruled" the schools, student leaders
offered several interesting ideas.
For instance, Sue Merklinger, secretary
of the Executive Student Council at
Aquinas, said that the AQ council would
schedule more assemblies and put more
money into the school's athletic programs.
A lighted athletic field for night football
and soccer games would top the students' list, said Merklinger. In addition to
allowing the school to host athletic contests
in the evening, a righted field would
enable the Little Irish marching to host
field shows, she said.
And if the students could do anything

they wanted, Merklinger said they would
shorten the school day by eliminating study
halls and lunch periods.
' 'We would just go in and get done what
we had to d o , " she said.
Vito agreed with Merklinger that more
money should go to sports programs — especially the junior varsity teams — but she
said the time spent in school should stay die
same. She would, however, alter me
school dress code to include pants and
walking,shorts for Kearney girls.
Both Porreca and Vito thought that additional courses — such as industrial arts,
mechanics and home economics — would
benefit students. They could learn about
various career opportunities through those
types of electives, Vito explained.
Norton and Vice President Matt Shields
said most people might think they would allow girls to enroll at McQuaid if they were
. in charge. But they both said they prefer
going to an all-boys school.
Overall, student leaders seem to
think that they can make a difference in
their schools this year with the resources
and authority they have been given.
"We want to get through the year and
help anyone with any problems, making
things easier for students and the administration," commented Porreca.
And even though school's been in session for less man a month, some students
have already noticed the fruits of their
labor.
' 'If you ask any student if the school has
more spirit, they would definitely say
'yes,'" noted AQ's Falone. "Things are
definitely working this year.''

The original essays should be 250 words
or less. Winners will be announced on Oct.
13 at the Pulaski Day celebration at the
General Pulaski Library, corner of Hudson
Avenue and Norton Street.
Entries, which must be postmarked no
later than midnight on Oct. -5,1991, should
be mailed to: Polonia Civic Centre, Inc.,
127 Filon Ave., Rochester, N.Y. 14622.
For information, call 716/323-2106.
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AUTOCARE

GARAGE

3785 Chili Ave

PERNAS AUTOMOTIVE
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889-9301

Complete Automotive Repairs

Andy's Auto Parts

QAVE

Call 716/328-4340
to order your
subscription to the
Catholic Courier

AUTOMOTIVE me

ACM Auto Parts, Inc.

SERVICE LOCATIONS
1485 Buffalo Rd.
4210 Buffalo Rd.
Corner of Howard Rd. Comer of Westside

436-4353

American & Foreign Used Auto Parts
6333 Lakeside Road • Just off Rt. 104, Ontario

594-4500

524-8800

COLLISION SHOP LOCATION
1312 Buffalo Road'
1 Block East of Howard Rd.

436-4359

FREE LOCATING SERVICE FOR HARD TO FIND PARTS COAST TO COAST
Reaching 1200 Other Yards

BROWNCROFT
SERVICE CENTER

Top Line Auto

COMPLETE CAR
CARE SERVICE
O N ALL MAKES
LET US GET YOUR CAR
READY & SAFE FOR WINTER!

No Credit Checks - No Gimmicks
Rebuild or Start Credit with Us

City Tire, Inc. • 361 Lyell Ave.
(Next to Tanya Printers) 4 5 8 - 3 9 1 0
WE SELL NEW AND USED TIRES! CALL FOR COMPETITIVE PRICE
4 Wheel Alignments, Complete Brake Work, Struts and Shocks, NYS Inspections

LUBE, OIL & FILTER

• 1 Day Service
. F i w bapacdo. * Boa* T«««

OwIIMTn

ORIGINAL 0WNKR & OPERATOR SINCE 1959

We Want To Satisfy You..J\nd Your Friends
• Rebuilding, Repairing, • Cars & Trucks • Domestic & Foreign
unchanging
• Rebuilding
• ClutchesftFlywheels
• Automatics & standards

4734488
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Thursday, September 26, 1991

INTEREST-ALL INSPECTED-WARHANTEED

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

LOW, LOW DOWN PAYMENTS
LOW WEEKLY OR MONTHLY PAYMENTS
'82 FORD BRONCO LARIAT XLT
4 spd., power, cold air, class A hitch
'84 PLYMOUTH TRAILOUSTER
All power, cold air, stereo
'87 CAPRICE WAGON

NYS INSPECTION

9 passenger, auto, AM/FM stereo, dean

$5.00

$3195
$3995
$4195

•86 FORD AEROSTAR VAN
4 cyl., 4 spd., air, stereo

$4195
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•fflJF L 6M)-10pm; WMandt sam-apm

OR
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Includes:
• Check all fluid levels.
• Tires for wear and pressure.
• All filters, belts and hoses.
Rog. $2395
• Up to S quarts 10W30 o i l
E x p i r e s 10/17791
CC

Expires 10/17791

473-3130

l b 3 WE TOTE THE NOTE! E l
On the Spot Financing!

8 4 9 S. Clinton A v e n u e
(og Route 490fQoo(tei«n at. BUt)

2500 Browncroft Blvd.
(corner Creek St.):

586-9060

716-394-6580
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