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By Laurie Hansen

Wgrld & nation
Observers debate nominee’s conservatism

Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Does Clarence
Thomas, who started life as a poor, black
child in the segregated South, have the
right to be a political conservative?

Does Thomas have a responsibility —
because he is' African-American in public
life — to take certain stands on behalf of
those who will follow him?

Civil rights groups — including the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored
People and the Leadership Conference on
Civil Rights — have publicly opposed
Thomas’s nomination to the U.S. Supreme
Court, saying his political philosophy is de-
trimental to the interests of blacks. |

‘“The NAACP and the black commun%ty
must and will continue to fight until an ap-
propriate replacement who embodies the
views of the majority of black Americans
is nominated and confirmed,’’ said Wil-
liam F. Gibson, NAACP chairman of the
board. )

Such a rationale for opposing the T
mas nomination prompted George We-
solek, writer for the San Francisco Catho-
lic, monthly magazine of the Archdiocese
of San Francisco, to ask in his September
column, ‘‘Are all African-Americans sup-
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Supreme Court nominee Clarence
Thomas ponders a question during
the second day of his confirmation
hearings before the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee Sept. 11.

He said some liberals’ response to a
black, conservative Supreme Court nomi-
nee appears to be, ‘“You can’t be a real
black, unless you’re the kind of black we
posed to think like Thurgood Marshall?”’ want.”” Wesolek called such sentiment

Marshall, the nation’s first black Su- | ‘‘patronizing’’ and a kind of ‘‘reverse ra-
preme Court justice who championed civil | cism.”’ )
rights during his years on the court, an- In the eyés of some liberals, Thomas’s
nounced his retirement in June. President | views obviously fall short of being ‘politi-
Bush nominated Thomas to succeed him. cally correct,’” Wesolek observed.

““This is nothing against Thurgood Mar- *‘But that is hardly enough to keep him
shall, but don’t blacks have a right to think | off the bench of the highest court in the
differently from him?’* Wesolek asked. land. Rather, what are his abilities as a
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Early Retlrement Workshops

If this is your opportunity to take an early retirement, you want
to be well-informed about your options on pensions,
investments, taxes, social security, and estate planning.
The Essex Investment Group, a specialist in Retirement
Planning, invites you to attend a 3 Session Retirement
workshop that will help you and your family make educated
decisions during one of the most important times in your life.

Registration fees for all Kodak employees and their spouses are waived.

NEW DATES

Program 7 Mondays Program 10 Thursdays
Sept. 23, 30, Oct.7 Oct. 17, 24, 31
Daytime - 9am - 12 noon Evenings 6 - 9pm
(Continental Breakfast) (Refreshments 5:30 pm)

Program 11 Mondays
Oct. 21, 28, Nov.4
Evenlngs 6 -9pm

Program 8 Wednesdays
Sept. 25, Oct. 2,9
Daytime - 8am - 12 noon

(Continental Breakfast) (Refreshments 5: 30pm)
Program 9 Saturdays Program 12 Tuesdays
Oct. 5 & 12 Nov. 5, 12 & 19
Daytime - 9am - 1pm Evenings 6 - 9pm
(Continental Breakfast) (Refreshments 5:30pm)

Location:

Essex Investment Group, Inc.
100 Corporate Woods - Suite 300
Rochester, New York 14623 - - :
“Call Mary Moofe at'(716) . 272-2367 for registration 1
and/or. mformat:on You must pre-reglster 10 attend. o :

judge? What are his abilities as a lawyer
and a thinker? And fundamentally, what
are his abilities to be a clear and compas-
sionate interpreter of the Constitution?’’ he
asked.

Marist Brother Cyprian Rowe, a former
executive director of both the Washington-
based National Office for Black Catholics
and of the National Black Catholic Clergy
Caucus, told Catholic News Service Sept.
12 that he ‘‘absolutely’’ believes Thomas
has the right to be a political conservative.

But, he said, it’s not uncommon . for
members of an oppressed group to demand
certain behavior from the group’s promi-
nent members.

Thomas has spoken out about his beliefs
which run contrary to those of black civil-
rights leaders and, in so doing, produced a
‘‘family argument,’” Brother Rowe said.

In reality, Brother Rowe said, he’s not
certain that Thomas’s ultimate goals for

society are so far from the goals of ‘‘tra-
ditional civil-rights leadership. "’

He said, however, that Thomas’s appar-
ent distrast for government institutions that
traditionally have helped blacks get ahead
‘‘seems to fly in the face’’ of the fact such
institutions also helped Thomas ‘‘to the
top.”’

Critics of Thomas have noted that affir-
mative-action programs heiped the nomi-
nee to gain admission at Yale University,
where he earned his law degree.

To some African-Americans, Thomas’s

6 ‘pul]-yourself'up'bY'the’bOOtStraps [ 3] phi'

losophy suggests that he believes the
government has no responsibility to help
out those who have suffered from social
discrimination, Brother Rowe observed.
On the other hand, he said, that philosophy
and ‘‘other so-called conservative stances’’
Thomas holds have been traditional Afri-
can-American positions.

Thomas left seminary after comment on King

WASHINGTON (CNS)— When a
classmate at Conception Seminary in Mis-
souri made a cruel remark about the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr., Clarence Thomas
decided he was not going to become a
priest.

In a candid discussion of his college
years, the 43-year-old Supreme Court
nominee told the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee Sept. 13 what influenced his decision to
leave the seminary. He also discussed his
later protest activities while attending Holy
Cross College in Worcester, Mass.

Thomas told the committee about an in-

cident that took place during his first year

at Conception. He was climbing a staircase
behind a classmate when someone down-
stairs shouted that Dr. King had been shot.

Not realizing Thomas was behind him,
the student ahead remarked, ‘*That’s good.
I hope the SOB dies.”’

‘It was at that moment when I decided to
leave the seminary,’’ said Themas, who is
black. Shortly thereafter, he joined various
civil-rights protest marches and partici-
pated in other events that clarified his de-
cision to leave the seminary, he explained.

Thomas said the incident was one of
many factors leading to his departure from
the seminary.
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Noise Reduction Breakthrough
Now Available In Canal Aids!

The technological advancement of the
Manhattan™ il Circuit is now available in canal
hearing aids... aids small enough to fit dlscreﬂy -
in the canal of the ear.

Argosy’s Manhattan™ |l Circuit continuously
monitors the environment and automatically ad-
justs indifferent listening situations. Now have all
By the advantages of this advanced circuit in the
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CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ELECTRONIC HEARING AID TEST

WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS—NO CHARGE
CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-421-1012

‘CRANDALL HEARING INSTRUMENTS

GREECE NEWARK HORNELL
1577 Ridge Rd. West 165 E. Union St. 40 Federation Bldg.
(716)865-4311 (315)331-6161 (607)324-4171

Hearing tests are conducted for the express purpose of making the selection and
L adaptation of hearing instqqﬁzeataﬂ_og &nd-not for the medical diagnosis of hearing loss.
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