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World leaders observe
changes with concern

By Bill Pritchard
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) — As political
changes continued to sweep through
Eastern Europe, Catholic leaders in the
United States and overseas urged officials
and citizens alike from the Baltics to Yu-
goslavia to rebuild their societies non-
violently.

Pope John Paul II called on Catholic
Lithuania to create a secure future for its
people.

And Lithuanian-American Catholics
were cautiously optimistic when looking at
the future of their ancestral homeland,
‘which faces daunting economic problems.

Many Catholic leaders expressed con-
cern over the growing violence in the war
between breakaway Croatia and the Ser-
bian majority of the Yugoslavian fed-
eration. -

In Germany, the bishops were seen as
being influential in pushing the German
- government to pressure Yugoslavia to stop

his first public comment about Lithuania.

since Aug. 29, when the Vatican recog-
nized the tiny Baltic state’s independence
from the Soviet Union and announced it
was ready to resume normal diplomatic re-
lations.

The Vatican said it ‘‘never recognized

the forced annexation in 1940 of Lith-
uania by the Soviet Union and ‘‘has con-
sidered interrupted but not broken its dip-
lomatic relations.”’

U.S. Catholics with Soviet links watched
the tumultuous changes in the Soviet Union
wil{hope and expectation.

““This is absolutely phenomenal what
we’ve seen in one week,’” said Archbishop
John L. May of St. Louis, who visited
Lithuania, Latvia, Byelorussia and Uk-
raine a year ago.

‘“My first reaction is great hope — hope
that the failure of the coup will solidify ..
democracy and the freedom of the various
republics,”” he said, referring to the
failed coup attempt by Soviet Communist
hard-liners. The hard-liners’ failure accel-

Croatian women weep during a funeral for soldiers killed in Osijek, Yugosla-
via, Sept. 6 in fighting with Serbian forces backed by the Yugoslav army.

The ‘‘temptation to violence’’ is seen
“in the grave internal Yugoslavian con-
flict, signaled by the very real war in act

een Serbs and Croats,”’ said the Sept.
1 editorial.

The newspaper praised Yugoslavian
peace demonstrators.

‘“The mothers of multi-ethnic Yugosla-
via have entered the scene, in the name of
sons lined up on opposing barricades, to
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understand certain ‘‘nationalistic agita-
tion”’ is b on ‘‘legitimate feelings”’
having historical roots, it said.

- Meanwhile, the German hierarchy was
|'said to be a force behind the German
" government’s leading role in European
efforts to broker a solution to the Yugosla-

tember, the German bishops urged

the war. erated the downfall of the Communist | ask for an end to the civil war,”’ the editor- | stronger action by Bonn and the rest of the
During his weekly general audience | Party ir the Soviet Union. ial said. Europe to stop the violence and resolve the fiel
Sept. 4, the pope encouraged newly inde- Focusing on the Yugoslavian crisis Sept. It cited the Yugoslavian situation as a | political and ethnic crisis. olic
. pendent Lithuania to ‘‘restore through a | 1, the Vatican newspaper, L’Osservatore | warning that the end of communist rule in On Aug. 26, the Permanent Council of 1
common effort a free and honest future.” Romano, warned against using warfare to | East Europe must not lead to wars among | the conference issued a statement endors- ho
_Speaking to a group of 70 Lithuanians at- | achieve nationalist goals in the fractured | rival ethnic and nationalistic groups. ing the independence of Slovenia and Croa- wl
tending the audience, the pope was making | federation. At the same time, European leaders must | tia. laiq
‘ ’ !
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Lutheran body accepts abortion only ae a ‘last resort
ORLANDOQ, Fla. (CNS) — After reject- | abortion except in cases of: to preserve and protect life.”’ women. Wi
ing several conflicting proposals, the 5.2 o “‘Clear threat to the physical life of the It asked Lutherans debating abomo to ® Declare that ‘taking of human life in nat
million-member Evangelical Lutheran | woman.” take seriously both ‘‘the moral value of the | any way is a violation of God’s will and me
.Church in America passed a statement e ‘‘Extreme fetal abnormality’’ in | newly conceived life’’ and ‘‘the moral se- | therefore sinful.”
Sept. 3 that accepts abortion only as a ““last | which the child would not live long outmde riousness of the decision faced by the e Oppose all abortions except to save a
resort’” in the most serious cifyumstances. the womb. - woman’’ and to avoid using ‘‘the language | mother’s life. ]
The statement was approved 905-70 by * A pregnancy thit occurs ‘‘when both: | of ‘rights’ in absolute ways that imply that . ) ) (
the church’s biennial Churchwide Assem- | partners do not particiate willingly in sex- | no other significant moral claims intrude.”’ ° De‘:lare that “*human life begins at
bly. The vote marked a departure from the | ual intercourse,’’ as in kases of rape or in- In earlier debates during their Aug. | conception.”
stand of a number of other mainline U.S. | cest. 28- -Sept. 4 assembly, delegates voted down The approved statement was the first on
' denominations. Leading Methodist, Epis- Beyond those situatiops, it said, ‘‘this | a series of other abortion proposals. abortion by the Evangelical Lutheran
copalian and Presbyterian bodies have op- | church neither supports nor opposes” Rejected weré resolutions to: Church in America, formed in 1988 by the
.posed any legislative restrictions on abor- | other abortion-restrictinig legislation. ¢ Support ‘‘freedom of conscience’’ re- | merger of the American Lutheran Church,
tion and tended to treat it on the moral level The statement deplored the huge number { garding abortion. The resolution would | Lutheran Church in America and Associa-
as a matter of personal conscience. of abortions in the United States,\ saymg have said the Gospel demands ‘‘accep- | tion of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in.
The new Lutheran statement opposes | that ‘‘the strong Christian presumption is | tance’’ of the choices made by pregnant | America. )
—
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