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Many find sexual teachmgs S|mpllst|c//5

By Father Richard P. McBrien
Syndicated columnist

From time to time we need to ask oursel-
ves what our real purpose is in teaching,
especially on matters pertaining to sexual
morality.

Do we teach merely to take pleasure in
the sound of our own voices or in the ele-

~ gance of our written words? Surely not.

Do we teach because it makes us feel
morally superior to those whose behavior
we condemn? One hopes not.

Do we teach simply because God expects
us to? That’s not a sufficient motive.

. Isn’t it the case that we teach in order to
sshare with others the compelling beauty
i-and intrinsic power of Christ’s own teach-
ing and example? .
Don’t we teach in order to ennch peo-

- ple’s lives and lead them to true happiness
_ and fulfillment, which is salvation?

Teaching, for whatever motive, is a fact

of the church life, but resistance to that

teaching is also a fact of church life.

This week’s colummn asks two questions:
How can we account for the resistance, and
how should we react to it?

Let’s take the second question first.

Why we teach will determine how we
react to those who resist our teaching.

that the resisters are always at fault.

If we teach out of conviction that we
have God’s pure, unadulterated, perfectly
understood word and a mandate to pro-
claim it, then, of course, we will never
question what we teach, nor even how we
teach it.

Motive remains all important. If chang-
ing minds and hearts is the goal of our
teaching, then we have to take account of
the way our teaching is received.

Simply turning up the volume induces
people to block their ears or leave the
room. Making threats breeds resentment
and more entrenched resistance. .

Even if someone is in agreement with
every detail of the church’s teachings on
human sexuality, he or she can’t reasona-
bly deny that these teachings are, .in large
part, ineffective.

They ‘‘convert’’ only the already con-
verted; otherwise the teachings fall on deaf
ears. Andlnrgenumbersofthosedeafears
belong to Catholics.

Whymefmhnetopemmdeandcon-
vince even our own? If we can’t touch the
minds and hearts of fellow Catholics, how
can we expect to reach those outside the
Church?

There are various reasons for-our lack of

persuasion.
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" Catholic country in the world, where abor-

sented as an act of murder — period. The
teachings treat all abortions — whether of
an embryo only a few days into the preg-
'n;mcy, or of a non-viable fetus, or of a ful-
ly developed fetus only weeks or days
short of birth — as the same situation.

Abortion of any kind, at any stage, is the
killing of a baby, a child, a person. Many
people, however, are put off by the sort of
moral reasoning that makes no distinc-
tions.

Secondly, others are put off by insensiti-
vity to consequences.

Many in the pro-life movement insist
that all abortions be legally banned, with
severe criminal penalties — except, it
seems, for the principal perpetritor of the
crime: the woman herself.

But if all abortions were prohibited by
law, would that put an end to them?

Consider the case of Brazil, the largest

tions are legal.

In the United States, where abortion are
legally allowed, roughly 3.9 million live
births and 1.6 million abortions take place
cach year. In Brazil, on the other hand, .
there are 4 million births annually and
somewhere between 1.4 million and 2.4
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The abortion rate, ironically, is higher in
Brazil, where abortions are subject to cri-
minal penalty, than the United States,
where they are legal.

Moreover, in the United States 10,000
women are admitted to hospitals every year
because of abortion-related complications;
in Brazil the number is 400,000!

Thirdly, people are put off by incon-
sistency, or at least the appearance of in-
consistency.

Abortion, they say, is a ““solution’’ to an
unwanted pregnancy. But the church, they
point out, opposes almost every available
and reliable means to prevent pregnancy.

In countries like Brazil (and Poland) con-
traceptive devices either aren’t widely

- available or are too expensive for the poor.

Abortion, therefore, becomes the con-
traceptive method not of choice but of

necessity.
" 'We can bemoan the fact that our teach-

ings are often rejected or ignored, but plac-
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