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Looking ahead into the next millennium

By Bishop Matthew H. Clark

Recently an editor invited me to con-
tribute a chapter for a book he is pre-
paring on what the church will be like
in the year 2,000. Such requests do not
come in very often, but when they do I
consider them seriously. I do so for
several reasons.

One reason is the awareness I have
that I am called as a bishop to be con-
cerned not only for this local church of
Rochester, but for the whole church as
well. To contribute to a book that may

. be- of help to that larger community
seems a practical way to honor that as-
pect of my vocation.

A second réeason I think through such
invitations with care is that they call me
to reading, conversation-and thought I

. may not otherwise have pursued. Often
these activities hold unexpected rich-
ness for me. Allowing such requests to
come into and change the rhythm of
life is a healthy way to stay out of ruts.
And, the Lord knows, I can easily fall
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into them.
But the main reason I take interest in
such invitations is that they remind me

of my privileged relationship with this |

community of faith. The editor wrote
to me not as an isolated individual, but
to me as bishop. That is, he wrote to
me as a person called to proclaim the
Gospel in this community, to foster the
bonds of faith and charity that give life
to this community, and to witness the
faith of this community to others.

So when his request arrived, it made
me more aware of my obligation to at-
tend very carefully to the hopes and
dreams the people of our community
carry in their hearms for the life of the
church.

As one practical way of tapping into
those hopes and dreams, I asked co-
workers ministering in several areas of
church life to share with me their re-
flections on the editor’s question. More
directly and personally, I have asked
several people I’ve met along the way
to do the same.
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=== RETIREMENT LIFE

“Last night my mother called and couldn’t
stop telling us how happy she is about
living at The Gables. She’s laughing again —
and feeling in control of her life.”

YCS! Please:

1 O Send me more information about
2 The Gables
21 [ Call me to arrange a tour

1 Address

2 City, State, Zip _

| Reawakening... 5
A New Sense
Of Independence "'

At The Gables you'll find a new style of in- |
dependent retirement living. Located on over |
8 acres in suburban Brighton, you'll enjoy the
privacy of your spacious rental apartment, en-
hanced with security, services and friends
making life a carefree pleasure. And because
financial independence is as important as per-
sonal freedom, The Gables requires no en-
trance or endowment fee. Our Personal Care
and Special Services programs assure your fu-
ture independence, should you need more
care.

Above all, the special sense of independence
at The Gables revitalizes the joy of living. We
invite you to visit us and speak to the people
who live here. It may start you thinking
about how good life can be — again.
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AT BRIGHTON
Rochester’s Premier Luxury
Rental Retirement Community

2001 Clinton Avenue South,
Rochester: New York 14618

461-1880

In the longer run of things, I hope
that one of the significant contributions
of our diocesan Synod will be to make
us aware as a community of how the
Holy Spirit is calling us into the future.

In the meantime, I've got to finish
that chapter. Whatever ends up on
paper will be, I hope, the best I can
offer at the present time. But I also
hope that years from now when we’re
close to welcoming in the new millen-
nium, I’ll have changed my ideas if
they have not withstood the tests of
time and greater experience.

I mentioned earlier how easy it is for
me to fall into ruts. I don’t mention that
because I think I have a corner on that
market or because I think the tendency
is notably strong in me. What makes
the phenomenon one to which I want to
pay special attention is the potential
length of my tenure as your bishop.

Under the present norms of the
church, we’re looking at 21 more years
together. They may require a lot of giv-
ing from a lot of people. But of me I

think it demands at bare minimum a
commitment to stay alive to new ideas,
to different ways of doing things. Oth-
erwise I run the risk of closing down
unfairly the creativity and possibilities
that are God’s gifts to our wonderful
church.
Peace to all.
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WE SPECIALIZE IN
SMALL RECLINERS

Space Savmg Elegance

® 26” wide ® Ideal for apartments,
townhouses, or offices.

® Easy caster movability

® Reversible seat and back cushions

® Available in rattan arms and decorator
fabrics

3380 Monroe Ave.

(Manufacturer’s Hanover Bldg.)

Open M-F, 10-5

In a Recliner

381-8000

SHARE A GREAT
COMPASSION

The Dominican Sisters Of Hawthorne.
We nurse incurable cancer patients in cur seven free, modern nursing homes,
located in New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Massachusetts, Georgia and Minnesota.
Many who enter our community have no prior nursing experience, but we all share

a great compassion for the suffeting poor
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Sr. Marte Edward,0.P.

Vocation Directress

Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne
600 Linda Avenue,

Hawthome, NY 10532

(914) 769-4794

Dear Sr Edward

____Please contact me with additional
information about planning a visk to
your Community.

1 woulid like to know more abaut
your Communtity.
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and delight at being able to heip them.

We seek women who are full of love for Christ, and desire (0 join &

congregation with a strong spiritual and communiiy iife.
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"l will obey God anywhere. at any time. with courage'"
Rose Hawthorne. Foundress.
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