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New principal charts ambtttous course

By Barbara Ann H}omick
Staff writer

GATES — When the doors of
the new All Saints Junior High
School open on Sept. 6, chil-
dren from 18 Rochester-area
parishes will come together for
the first time.

According to Principal Mary
E. Caffrey, the opening of the
new school — which will be
housed at St. Theodore’'s —
has caused a great deal of ex-
citement among the new sev-
enth- and eighth-grade stu-
dents.

“Most of the students you
talk to are excited about com-

. ing here. They're nervous be-

cause this is a bigger school
than they are used to — these
are all new kids — and they
may have to ride a bus in a dif-
ferent direction. But they are
very excited about being part
of this junior high,” said Cal-
frey.

Excitement for. the school
hasri't always run high, how-

- ever. Some parents voiced ob-

ject.ons when Bishop Matthew
H. Clark announced last Nov-
er’=zr that the ,junior higr.
would be established as part of
Catolic schools’ reorganiza-
tior: int the Southwest Quadrant.

Tye  loudest -complaints
car..¢ from parents at St. Pius
the Tenth, which lost its sev-
ent.- and eighth-grade pro-
gre 1< to the new junior high.
though Caffrey — who
ser-ed as principal of Holy Trin-
ity School for eight years —
saiu that she personally hasn't
exr wienced any resistance
frc  parents since she began
he new position on July 1, she

>

is aware that some people may
still have some concerns.

~"I'm certain parents have re-
servations — we do anytime
we make a change. But | hope

that they can set that aside as .
‘they see that things work

smoothly,” said Caffrey. “And
although it might not be the
local school that they always
felt comfortable with, it is still
something that they can own
and belong to.”

Caffrey has attended or
served at Catholic schools all of
her life. A native of Auburn, she
graduated from Sacred Heart
Elementary and Mount Carmel
High Schools. After earning a
bachelor's degree in English
from Nazareth College in 1969,
Caffrey later earned a master’s
degree in education from Na-
zareth in 1975. She completed
her administrative course work
at the State University of New
York College at Brockport in
1986.

Prior to serving at Holy Trin-
ity, Caffrey taught for 14 years
at St. John the Evangelist
School on Rochester's Hum-
boldt Street. In the early days
of her new administrative post,
the 43- year-old East Rochester
resident said she has focused
on getting All Saints ready for
its opening next month,

The hiring of se'san full-time
and five part-time teachers was
completed on Aug. 7. In addi-

tion, registration has been .

capped at 150 students — 87
seventh-graders and @63
eighth-graders.

According to Caffrey, AII'

Saints will share cemmon
areas with St. Theodore's
School, including the faculty
room, computer room, art
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Principal Mary E. Caffrey sits in one of the classrooms of the new All Saints Junior High
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room, health office, library and
gym. The schools will use dif-

ferept-colored corridors — yel-,

low/ for St. Theodore's and
white for All Saints — to differ-
entiate between the two facili-
ties.

The Jumor-hlgh students —
who come from such parishes
as Most Precious Blood, Holy
Family, St. Pius the Tenth, St,
Theodore’'s, St. Helen's and
Holy Ghost — will be chal-
lenged to ‘‘discover” them-
selves during the 1991-1992
school year, Caffrey said.

The principal said discovery
will be the theme for the year,
and the teachers and staff are
being challenged to help each
child determine his or her own
potential.

Developing potential in-
volves overcoming obstacies
to learning, Caffrey said. Ob-

serving that children tend to’

put information into ‘‘nice little
compartments,”” she noted, for
example, that a student may

Sy

have no trouble learning a for-
mula for math class, but be un-
able to use the same formula in
science class.

“"We are really trying to say
to kids that there is application
involved in learning all the time
and we are trying to make
connections for them so they
can logically make them for

themselves,” explained Caf-
frey.
The principal noted that

many programs have.already

been planned for the upcom- .

ing year. For "All Saints Day,"”
Caffrey said eéch student will
be asked to research several
saints and pick one as a
patron. Students-also will be
asked to think of modern-day
saints who may not have been
canonized, but who actively
live out the Gospel message.

In addition to a musical-the-
ater program illustrating how
plays of a certain era mirrored
their society, Caffrey said the
school will implement a project
designed to increase students’
environmental awareness.

“We have an ambitious plan
for ourselves for this year,"
said Caffrey.

e & 0
EDITORS’ NOTE: All Saints
Junior High, 168 Spencerport
Road, will present an open
house from 7-9 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 12.
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Fisher freshmen to do community service

ROCHESTER — As part of
freshman orientation, new stu-
dents at St. John Fisher Col-
lege are being invited to per-
form an afternoon’s worth of
community service Aug. 26.

About 40 freshmen are ex-
pected to help raise a low-
income house with Habitat for
Humanity or handle general

cleanup for the Dimitri House
homeless shelter run by Cor-
pus Christi Church.

“The idea is to introduce
new students to the communi-
ty-service tradition here at Fi-
sher since it's such a vital part
of students’ lives and a part of
the college’s mission state-
ment,” said Karin Albright of

Campus Ministry.

About 30 freshmen took part
in volunteer activities during
orientation last year, Albright
said. She estimated that 500
Fisher students — approxi-
mately 30 percent of the stu-
dent body — participated in
some form of community ser-
vice last year.
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