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Senate votes to overturn
anti-abortion regulation

WASHINGTON (CNS) — In a July 17
voice vote, the Senate approved a bill over-
turning a White House regulation prohibit-
ing recipients of federal family planning
funds from discussing abortion as a birth
control option.

The House approved similar legislation-
as part of a spending bill in June. The two
houses’ measures will have to go to a con-
ference committee before a final version

can be sent to the White House.

" President George Bush has promised to
veto any relaxation of the regulation,
which affects participants in the Title X
family planning program.

Opposing moves to overturn the regula-
tion, the U.S. Catholic Conference’s gen-
eral seécretary wrote to Congress, observ-
ing that “‘It is permissible for government
to decide to fund family planning, as it has,

without funding abortion related activi-
ties.”” The letter, from Monsignor Robert
N. Lynch, said such conditions on the use
of federal fundsidonot violate free-speech
rights. |
The Senate’s July 17 vote followed an
unsuccessful attémpt the previous day to
amend the measure with a compromise in-
troduced by Sen. Dave Durenberger,
R-Minn. While continuing to prohibit
abortion counseling among Title X agen-
cies, Durenberger’s initiative would have
allowed staff at ii:le X program clinics to
refer women to other facilities where abor-
tion advice is available. .

The Durenberger amendment was killed
the previous day in a 64-35 vote.

Critics of the regulatwn call it a *‘gag
rule’” and claim ft prohibits doctors from
practicing medicine as they see fit.

Group to address priest shortage

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Pope John
Paul II has established as a permanent
commission the Vatican working group set
up last year to address the unequal distribu-
tion of priests worldwide.

Cardinal Pio Laghi, prefect of the Con-
gregation for Catholic Education and
leader of the working group, was named
president of the commission July 20 when
the Vatican announced it would become
permanent.

The commission will coordinate pro-
grams through which dioceses with high
priest-laity ratios would be asked to release
teams of clergy for work in dioceses exper-
iencing shortages.

Cardinal Laghi said in June that although

the official mandate from the pope had not
been pubhshed e program already was

‘‘operative,’ an Italian team working
in Ecuador and gl Colombian team being
trained for work in Brazil.

The most dramatic shortage of priests is
in Latin America, where more than 88 per-
cent of the popu}auon professes Catholi-
cism, he said. ost 43 percent of the
world’s Cathoh%?we in the region, but
only 13 percent of the world’s priests min-

;s ister there. ‘

The Cathohcs{ of. Europe and North
America constitute less than 39 percent of
the world’s Catholic population, but are
served by more |than 73 percent of the
world’s priests, h¢ said.
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FIRST FOR FREEDOM — A supporter of the Bulgarian Union Democratic

Forces movement waves a-flag during a pre-election rally in Sofia, Bul-
garia, July 12. Bulgaria became the first member of the former commu-
nist Eastern Bloc to adopt a new constitution enshrining its desire to
build a free and democratic society.
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By David Warner

> 8an Antonio, Texas, juxtaposés the remnants ofa

San Antonio blends heritage, progress

site as “The Cradle of Texas Liberty.”
| A short ride from center city will bring visitors to
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colorful past against the energy of an exciting future.

The city embraces a popuiation of nearly one mil-
lion people, as well as a vivid cultural and historic
heritage. It blends the advantages of.a major city
with the friendliness of a small town.

Spanish conquistadores arrived in Texas in the
17th century, searching for wealth and treasures in
the new “'kingdom.” Ancther group of Spaniards,
the Franciscan friars, journeyed 1o the new frontier in
1690, founding some of the earliest of 38 missions
established in Texas.

San Antonio is home to five of these classic
church. communities, which brought Christianity to
the Indians of the Southwest.

Established in 1718; Mission San Antonio de
Valero, popularly known as the Alamo, was the ear-
liest of the chain of San Antonio missions. Contem-
porary Texans consider the downtown San Antonio
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" the other four San Antonio missions, which belong

to the San Antonio Missions National Historical Park.
Although the missions accept donations, none
charges an admission fee. For additional informa-
tion, contact San Antonio Missions National Histori-
cal Park, 2202 Rooseveit Ave., San Antonio, Tex.
78210-4919.

. San Antonio is also famous for such attractions as
the River Walk, also called the Paseo del Rio; La Vil-
lita (the Little Village); El Mercado (the Mexican mar-
ketplace); and HemisFair Park.

The San Antonio River, an exceptional tounst
spot, meanders its way through the downtown busi-
ness district, 20 feet below street level. On street
level, open-air wooden trolleys or horse-drawn car-
riages are available for touring downtown.

The average annual temperature of 68.8 degrees

and 300 days of clear, blue skies each year make
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Locally Owned and Operated

889-9090 Jein
3220 Chili Ave. %o,
Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Tues. 9-8

+ ALL INCLUSIVE

* SANNOHY

} 1521 MONROE AVE.

San Antonio perfect for open-air barge tours of the
river any time of year.

The menus of San-Antonio’s many restaurants re-
flect all kinds of cuisines, but due to its proximity to
Mexico, the city has become known for its enchila-
das, tacos, tamales and tortillas. .

For more information on the city, contact the San
Antonio Convention & Visitors Bureau, P.O. Box
2277, San Antonio, Tex. 78298.
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