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Neoconservatives misinterpret letter 
By Father Richard P. McBrien 
Syndicated columnist 

Politically conservative columnists have 
always been suspicious of governmental in
tervention in the marketplace, urging in
stead a maximum measure of freedom for 
entrepreneurial creativity and expertise. 

Similarly, conservative politicians have 
run against Washington and "Big 
Government" for years, while business 
leaders have fought with determination to 
keep government at more than arm's length 
(except when they need a Lockheed-style 
bailout). 

It would be wonderfully convenient for 
them if the pope's new encyclical, Cente-
simus Annus, did, in fact, read like the edi
torial pages of The Wall Street Journal, but 
is does not — no matter how much of a 
neoconservative "spin" they try to put on 
it. 
; The encyclical is filled with references to 
the role of the state and of government in 
defending the interests of workers (n. 10), 
in imposing controls over market forces 
"so as to guarantee that the basic needs of 
the whole of society are satisfied" (n. 35; 
see also n. 34), in protecting the envir
onment against exploitation for profit (n. 
40; see also n. 37), in combating monop
olies and in providing basic services when 

. "social sectors or business systems" are 

unable or unwilling to do so (n. 48). 
The pope argues that "the more that in

dividuals are defenseless within a given so
ciety, the more they require the care and 
concern of others, and in particular the in
tervention of governmental authority" 
(n.10). 

Therefore, it is "the task of the state to 
provide for the defense and preservation of 
common goods ... which cannot be safe
guarded simply by market forces.'' 

Indeed, the pope Warns of "an 'idolatry' 
of the market, an fdolatry which ignores 
the existence of ^oods which by their 
nature are not and qannot be mere commo
dities" (n. 40). j 

When left to themjselves, such forces will 
prefer profits over people, as in those all-, 
too-frequent instances when companies 
abruptly move froni one area to another, 
leaving behind a devastated local economy 
and thousands of unemployed workers. 

Pope John Paul II insists in Centesimus 
Annus that "even the decision to invest in 
one place rather thah another, in one pro
ductive sector rather than another, is al
ways a moral and cultural choice" (n. 36). 

Does that sound jlike The Wall Street 
Journal? | 

The pope also has] some strong words of 
criticism for the (advertising industry, 
which provides so much of the forward 

thrust of the democratic capitalist machine. 
There is, he says, too much artificially 

stimulated consumption in societies like 
ours. Such consumption is often unneces
sary, wasteful, and spiritually debilitating, 
ensnaring us in "a web of false and super
ficial gratifications" (n. 41). 

"It is not wrong to want to live better; 
what is wrong is a style of life which is 
presumed to be better when it is directed 
toward 'having' rather than 'being' and 
which wants to have more not in order to 
be more, but in order to spend life in en
joyment as an end in i tself (n. 36). 

The negative consequences of such con
sumerism are global as well as personal. If 
we do not change our lifestyles, our 
models of production and consumption, 
and the established structures of power 
which govern societies today, the pope 
warns, we will not be able to meet our 
obligation in justice "of helping entire 
peoples which are presently excluded or 
marginalized to enter into die sphere of 
economic and human development.'' 

"Much," he says, "remains to be done 
in this area" (n. 38). 

One final item which neoconservative 
writers have completely ignored in their 
commentaries on the new encyclical: the 
pope's reiteration of his moral condemna
tion of war, including the recent war in the 
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Persian Gulf, which he mentions by name. 
" I myself, on the occasion of the recent 

tragic war in the Persian Gulf, repeated the 
cry: 'Never again war!' " 

War, he reminds us, "destroys the lives 
of innocent people, teaches how to kill, 
throws into upheaval even the lives of 
those who do the killing and leaves behind 
a trail of resentment and hatred, thus mak
ing it all the more difficult to find a just so
lution of the very problems which pro
voked the war. ' ' 

He acknowledges at the same time that 
"at the root of war there are usually real 
and serious grievances," including "pov
erty and the exploitation of multitudes of 
desperate people who see now real possi
bility of improving their lot by peaceful 
means." 

Therefore, he calls upon the more secure 
nations of the world to create the necessary 
conditions for development to help those 
economically desperate peoples and coun
tries. 

Paul and Barnabas journey to Antioch 
By Cindy Basse t t 
Courier columnist 

Paul and Barnabas stayed and ministered 
to the new church in Antioch for more than 
a year. The followers of the Way, as they 
were known in Jerusalem, first came to be 
called Christians in Antioch. 

These Christians in Antioch met regu
larly for prayer. One day they came to Paul 
and Barnabas and said: "It is time for you 
to leave us. Go to other places and people 
and tell them the good news about Jesus 
Christ." 

Later on that same day, Barnabas said to 
Paul, "It will be difficult to leave these 
people. I have grown to love their simple 
kindness and faith." 
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"Don't worry, Barnabas," Paul replied. 
"Someday we will come back here. For 
now, there is much work to be done.' ' 

So Paul and Barnabas sailed to the island 
of Cyprus, walking Irom town to town and 
preaching about Jssus. Many of the 
Greek-speaking Gentiles decided to join 
the church. 

Great crowds turfied out to hear them 
wherever they visited. The two men were 
even invited to speak at the synagogue in 
some of the towns. JBut the Jewish leaders 
did not accept whai Paul preached about 
Jesus. And when they saw the popularity of 
Paul and Barnabas among the people, they 
even tried to have them arrested. 

In some of these towns, the Jewish 
leaders stirred up the people against Paul 
and Barnabas so much that they were for
ced to flee for their lives. Before they left, 
however, Paul and Barnabas always told 
the people about Jesils. 

Barnabas was discouraged. "There are 
just a few who hi ye heard us and be
lieved." Barnabas asked Paul each time 
they left a town, "Will the church survive 
here?" 

"You worry too much, my friend," 
Paul smiled. "Someday we will be back 
and men you will see for yourself.'' 

When they came to the Greek town of 
Lystra, a huge crowd soon filled the town 
square to hear them preach. Paul noticed a 
crippled man, who was listening intently to 
all that he said about Jesus. 

When Paul finished preaching, he went 
up to this man and commanded: "Stand 
up!" 

The crowd was amazed when they saw 
this man, who had been lame from birth, 
walking normally. They cheered and ap
plauded. 

Some of the people shouted: "These 
men are really gods standing among us! It 
is Zeus and Hermes on earth in human bo
dies." 

"No, we are only men!" cried Paul. 
The people were so excited that soon ev

eryone had taken up the chant. They pre
sented flowers and gifts, leaving Paul and 
Barnabas extremely dismayed. 

When someone brought oxen and pre
pared to make a sacrifice in honor of them 
both, Paul ordered them to stop. 
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"We are nothing more than human be
ings just like you! Don't you understand? It 
is through the power of God that this mira
cle occurred. This man has been healed in 
Jesus' name so that you would believe in 
him." 

A few days later, Paul and Barnabas de
cided to go back to Antioch to visit the 
people there. They followed the same route 
back b)j which they had come. 

Finally, Paul and Barnabas arrived back 
in Antioch, where their long journey had 
begun. The people were overjoyed to see 
them. Paul told them all about the first mis
sionary tour of the Christian church. 

Scripture Reference: Acts, Chapters 13 
and 14. 

Meditation: We are only human beings. 
All gifts come from God. 
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