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Based on its performance in Connecticut
last weekend, the New York Special
Olympics Area 19 women’s basketball

- team should fare pretty well at the 1991 In-

<

. ested in Special Olympics after he took a

ternational Summer Special Olympics
Games in Minnesota next month.
At Jeast Coach Doug Cramer hopes so.

- The 10 women on the team — who range
in age from 16-30 — hail from Ontario,
Seneca, Wayne and Yates counties. Com-
peting against the Connecticut Interna-
tional Team in the Special Olympics
Games in New Haven on June 22-23, the
Ladyhawks were a perfect 3-0. They won
28-16 and 32-16 on June 22, and 32-15 on

‘ June 23.

Cramer, who has been coaching Special
Olympic athletes for the past 22 years, said

last weekend’s competition served as a.

good tune-up for the big games coming up.
*“It (going 3-0) says we are progressing

-on schedule,”” said Cramer. ‘“We didn’t

have to press to get the lead.”

Scheduled for July 19-26, the Interna-
tional Summer Special Olympics Games in
Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minn., will feature

6,155 athletes from 105 foreign countries

as well as 54 U.S. states and territories.
New York state will send 89 Special
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Coach fosters growth for ‘special’ athletes

Babette G. Augustin/Staff
Doug Cramer, who has coached Special Olympic athletes for the past 22 years, will take his women’s
team to the International Special Olympics Games in Minnesota next month.

ographer
sketball

Kathy Walters (right) keeps her eye on the ball during a recent practice as
teammate Tracy De Roo (center) waits her turn to shoot along with Cramer’s

son, Benjamin.

Olympians to the games, including the
two-time defending state champion Lady-
hawks.

A parishioner of St. Mary’s Church in
Canandaigua, Cramer has been playing
basketball since he attended Canandaigua
Academy. During his junior and senior
years, he played forward and center for the
varsity boys’ basketball team.

At Peru State College iri Nebraska,
Cramer continued his hoop career as a
guard on the varsity for four years. He
later played semi-professional ball as a
forward for the Western Iowa Indians.

After teaching history and coaching var-
sity basketball for one year at Newmarket
High School in Newmarket, Iowa, Cramer
moved back to New York in 1969. The
44-year-old coach said he became inter-

physical education job at the Newark State
School, which later became the Newark
Developmental Center.

According to Cramer, the Special Olym-
pians he coaches come from public schools
or from the Newark Developmental
Center. Others hear about the program
through the Association-for Retarded Citi-
Zens.

Since 1970, when Cramer’s -track-and-
field team went to its first state competition
at the University of Rochester’s Fauver
Stadium, the program has grown rapidly,
he said.

In 1984, 14 years after swimming and

gymnastics were added to the competition,

basketball was inserted into the program.
After the men’s basketball team placed

seventh in the International Summer
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Games at the University of Notre Dame in
South ‘Bend, Ind., organizers decided to
field a women’s hoop team.

“New York State Special Olympics is so
large that the chance of sending another
boy team to the internationals was slim, so
we switched over to the girls,”” explained
Cramer.

According to the coach of the Lady-
hawks, the philosophy behind the Special
Olympics is for athletes to go as far as they
can in one sport before moving on to an-

. other competition.

Even though some athletes lose interest
after a few years, Cramer said others have
been in the program for as long as 15
years. As far as his. role, Cramer said
coaching high school athletes and ¢oaching
Speeial Olympians is quite similar.

But, according to Cramer, the experi-
ence is quite different.

““We don’t feel pressure from the com-
munity or from the schools,’’ said Cramer.
‘“We promote teamwork and cheering on
the individual.”’ The coach said his team
does not overemphasis the mistakes that
are made.

““NBA (National Basketball Association)
players make mistakes, too, and everyone
sees them. We don’t dwell on it — we
promote the positive instead of the nega-

- tive,”’ said Cramer.

In addition, Cramer said his faith has

been an inspiration for him in his coaching:

duties.

“L pray each day for the success of the
girls,”” he said. ‘“Not necessarily for them
to win, but for them to grow.”’

Memorial golf tourney
to fund scholarships

ROCHESTER — The third annual
Lavery/Dorsey Memorial Golf Tour-
nament is scheduled for Blue Heri
Hills Country Club on Aug. 13.

Named after Father Charles Lavery,
second president of St. John Fisher Col-
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Golf tournament set
to benefit Easter Seals

lege, and Father Joseph Dorsey, former

dean and interim president’ of the col-
lege, the tournament can accommodate

up to 32 foursomes.

Beginning with a shotgun start, the
tourney will feature a four-person team
handicap scramble. The cost of the
event is $150, which includes lunch,
- greens fee, electric cart, refreshments,

dinner and prizes.

Business sponsorships are available.
Proceeds from the event will be used to
fund student scholarships at Fisher in
memory of Fathers Lavery and Dorsey.

ROCHESTER —~— The
Genesee/Easter Seal Golf Tournament
will take place on Monday, Sept. 9, at
Shadow Lake Golf Club in Penfield.

Registration for the event will begin
at 11 a.m., followed by lunch at 11:30
a.m. The tournament will tee off with a
shotgun start at 12:30 p.m. An awards
dinner will take place at 6:30 p.m.

Cost of the tournament is $75. Since
only 100 teams can sign up, early regis-
tration is encouraged.

Proceeds will benefit disabled chil-
dren and aduits in the Monroe County

For information, call Luke Miller at  area.

716/385-8103. -

Call 716/232-2540 for information.
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SALE BONANZA!

- NO INTEREST OR PAYMENTS UNTIL SEPT. 1ST, 1991

Model 1862 Garden
Tractor, With 50> Deck

« 18 HP 2-Cylinder Kohler
Gas Engine. s
* Hydrostatic “Transmission.
. msmsf.ﬁ"r’ﬁf oy

S
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. E;ecmc Foom P10, (With 50 Deck)

® Dual External Disc Brakes.
Mfr. Suggested List Pnice® $6.519.00

$5,599

ANNIVERSARY
SALE PRICE

'} Model 2182 Super Garden

Tractor, With 60°° Deck

* 21 HP, 3~Cyhnda uid-
Cooléd Liq

. Hydmsmnc 'lhnsmnssmn 19100
i Hydtlnhc Lift,

. .; -Position Adjustable Seat.

* 6-Position Tilt

# Electric Front P&l%nggnml D""")
& Dual Extemnal Disc Brakes.

Mfr. Suggested List Price® $8.599.000

$7.399
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SALE FRICE

With 32” Deck
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Mode! 1015 Lawn Tractor,

Model 1720 Lawn Tractor,
With 46" Cutting Deck

. %P Twin-Cylinder
- Sg

Model 1320 Lawn Tractor,

With 38”° Deck
o 12.5 HP OHV Kohler Engine.

¢ Optional Side - Bagger

Headlights, f,‘:,‘,‘,,,"l.?,i".,“ O3 Do e P e h eme

WMW, -mum-) :ﬁ'ﬁmmslw (With 46" Deck) « Standard Headlights. w/B% Dows™)
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oyl $1,749 | LOVEEARY $3499 | T 82,309 sy
Model 074 Power Mower | Sale Prices In Effct While JOHN. S.
i ki BLAZEY, INC.
o 57500
T " A 111 Holmes Street Palmyra
G Postion ndidl T == (315) 597-5121

Power Equipmernt

Ceruain models shown may not be available at all
dealers.

¥includes average freight destination and dealer set-
up charges. Actual retail prices are set by the dealer
and may vary.
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