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Structures must fit current needs 
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 
^ Our National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops meets this week in St. Paul, 
Minn. Our plenary session begins on 
Thursday morning. I'll be leaving to­
day so that I can attend some commit­
tee meetings. Wednesday's meetings 
will be on Women in Church and So­
ciety and our ad hoc committee on the 
Life and Ministry of Bishops. 

The agenda for our plenary sessions 
centers on the size, shape, scope and 
purpose of our conference. A commit­
tee of our membership has — at the 
request of the conference — done an 
enormous amount of work to study that 
theme. They have prepared some 
models for our consideration, and we 
will review, discuss and vote on them 
during our session in St. Paul. 

The models developed set forth a 

conference structure that remains basi­
cally the same, one that calls for 
some moderate downsizing and a third 
that rather substantially reduces the 
size of the conference. 

I should add that the process allows a 
great deal of freedom to scrap the 
models or to alter them in any way we 
see fit. My guess is that we'll come 
very close to the model calling for 
some moderate reduction in the size of 
our structure. 

Money has been, without question, 
an important factor in this considera­
tion. But it is certainly not the only 
one. The bishops recognize that it is a 
useful, sometimes necessary, exercise 
to review the conference's structure, 
work and cost from time to time. In 
this age of rapid change, it can happen 
that what served our purpose 10 years 
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A Unique 
Pilgrimage to 
Medjugorje 
from the agency that 

brought Ivan Dragicevic 
Visionary from Medjugorje 

to Rochester 

Ten Unforgetable Days Experiencing the Most Inspiring 
Retreat on Earth. Come Join Us; 

This is a Pilgrimage You Will Never Forget. 

10 Day Trip; 
August 1st-10th, 1991 

Spiritual Director:* Fr. Joe Catanise 
• Visiting Medjugorje andDubrovnik 
• Optional sidetrips in Medjugorje 
• Personal Interviews with Visionaries and Fr. Jozo 

Scholarships available for high school and college age young 
adults (includes special youth activities while in Medjugorje). 

Final Informational Meeting: 
Monday, June 17th , 1 9 9 1 , 7:OOp.m. at 

the St . Charles Borromeo School Library. 

For further information, contact: 

Don's Travel Service 
53 Swift St. 

Waterloo, NY 13165 
(315) 539-2912 PAX* (315) 568-5128 

ago no longer does the job. We recog­
nize the need to be good stewards of 
the resources available to us. 

Those who have been following the 
Catholic Courier will be aware that we 
have been engaged in a similar enter­
prise here in our own diocese. I am 
happy at the progress we have made 
and hope that this work, as it contin­
ues, will leave us in an excellent! posi­
tion to respond to what we decide 
through our synodal process. 11 want 
very much for us to be able to move 
with the results of the synod in as care­
ful and efficient way as possible. 

Shortly after my return from St. 
Paul, Father Joe Hart, director of the 
synod, will share a preliminary report 
with me on the results of the survey we 
conducted this spring. I await that 
meeting with a high level of interest 
and curiosity. It will provide us with a 
wealth of information about our pas­
toral needs and possibilities. 

I am going to spend the morning at 
home and look forward to catching up 
on some work that has backed up some 
in the midst of a fairly hectic spring 

schedule. I have been pecking away at 
the backlog for a while and hope that 
this morning's work will allow me to 
clean my desk before I leave for St. 
Paul this afternoon. I think I can make 
it. 

By a happy coincidence, the Yankees 
are playing the Twins in Minnesota to­
night. If I'can get a ticket, I'll go. But 
both teams are hot, and tickets may be 
in short supply. I'll let you know how I 
make oUt. 

Peace to all. 

CSJ named head of superintendents' council 
ALBANY — Sister Ann McCarthy, 

CSJ, has been named new president of the 
New York State Council of Catholic 
School Superintendents, announced Joseph 
W. McTighe, executive secretary to the 
council. 

Sister McCarthy, currently superinten­
dent of Catholic Schools for the Albany 
diocese, was elected to a two-year term as 
president at the council's spring meeting in 
Syracuse. 

A Sister of St. Joseph of Brentwood 

(Long Island) for 40 years, Sister McCar-. 
thy served in the Brooklyn diocese before 
her move to Albany in 1990. She holds a 
doctor of education degree in social studies 
from the University of Georgia and a mas­
ter of arts in secondary social studies from 
Brooklyn College. 

Among Sister McCarthy's academic 
achievements is a National Endowment for 
the Humanities scholarship awarded in 
1984 for study at the Principals' Institute at 
the University of Oregon. 

A sign of WITNESS...with your help 

On his trip to Tanzania last Fall, 
Pope John Paul II ordained to the 
priesthood 43 young men from that 
African nation evangelized by mis­
sionaries just 100 years ago. 
Throughout the Missions, the Lord 
is blessing many areas with an abun­
dance of priestly vocations. That 
news brings much hope for relief 
from the shortage of priests so com­
monplace throughout Asia, Africa, 
the islands of the Pacific and parts 
of Latin America. Your gift, of­
fered through the Propagation of 
the Faith / Society of St. Peter 
Apostle, can help seminarians in the Missions be witnesses of 
Christ's love to their people. Such support helped to make possible 
the studies of the 43 young men our Holy Father ordained in Tan­
zania. Won't you help to support a mission seminarian today? 

The Society for THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH I 
The Society of St. Peter Apostle 
for the support of mission vocations 

Fr. Robert C Bradler 
W0 Buffalo M. Dept. C 
Rochester, NY 14624 

YES! I want to help educate a seminarian in the Missions. 
Enclosed is my sacrifice of: 

• $700 (for one fullyear) d$350 (for half-year) 
• $ 1 0 0 Z2%50 (for about one month's support) 
• $ 2 5 a $ 1 0 • Other $ 

Name 

Z I 
I— Your gift is tax deductible! — — — ^ - ^ " - * 

j Address 
I City, State. Zip-
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