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Church prefers interment, but cremation is permitted

By Father Paul Cuddy
Courier columnist

The following question was asked during
a recent day of recollection for Legionaires
of Mary at High Acres in Geneva.

Q: ‘“May Catholics be cremated, and, if
so, can her ashes be strewn over the
waters? Does she have a Catholic Mass for
the dead ahead of being cremated, and how
is it handled?”’

A: Burial has been the custom of the
church for centuries. In the mid-19th cen-
tury, European Free- Masons, who- were
extremely anti-Catholic, pushed for crema-
tion. Why? Out of contempt for the Catho-
lic doctrine of the resurrection of the body.

Rome put its hackles up and decreed that
any Catholic who would arrange for cre-
mation would be denied Christian burial.

ON THE RIGHT SIDE

Times do change, however, and the doc-
trine of the resurrection .of the dead is no
longer an issue. The latest Canon Law
reads: ‘‘The Church earnestly recom-
mends the pious custom of burying the bo-
dies be observed. It does not, however,
forbid cremation, unless it has been chosen
for reasons which are contrary to Catholic

{ teaching.”’ (Canon 1173).

Some people abhor the idea of crema-

tion. Others find it a practical solution to
neatly do away with the mortal remains.
This has become common especially in
cases where the body has to be transported
a long distance, e.g. Florida, California or
Europe. To transport a body is costly. It is
less expensive to send the ashes long dis-
tances.

When Church of the Assumption in

Fairport was under construction in 1983,
the inventive Father John P. Norris, pas-
tor, had a’ columbarium for cinerary urns
built as part of the edifice. Each slot holds
two urns and costs $1,000. This includes
perpetual care.

After the cremation has taken place, the
state has no authority over the ashes. In
addition, the family may have them inter-
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red in the cemetery or a garden or placed .

Covenant calls us to love others as God loves us

on a mantle in the li‘ving room. One may
have a wake, bring the body to the church
for the Mass of Christian Burial and then
send the body to the crematorium after-
ward. Or one may have the cremation first
and the Mass afterward,” with or without
the urn present.

Undertakers may not be enthusiastic
about this service since the sale of a casket
is part of their livelihood. Many yeats ago
Jessica Medford,wrote a biting attack on
the undertaking profession. The attack was
taken up nationwide by editors, clergy and
many people through letters to the editor.

The only person who wrote on behalf of
the undertakers was the Jesuit Father Dan-
iel Lord. In a column syndicated for Catho-
lic newspapers, he wrote of the kindness
and help of the family undertaker at the
death of his mother. He told of the consola-
tion he felt at seeing his mother, whose
face had become so distorted before she
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