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Aftermath of war verified pope's warnings 
By Father Richard P. McBrien 
Syndicated columnist 

The glow has faded from the allies' 
"great military victory" in the Persian.. 
Gulf. Instead of basking in the sunlight of a 
"new world order," the gulf region is in 
an even greater mess today than it was on 
Jan. 16, when President George Bush ini­
tiated military action against Iraq. 

Kuwait is still literally ablaze, its atrflos-, 
phere thickened with • pollution, its skies 
darkened at mkldsy., its waters and shores 
coated with oil, its national character sul­
lied by incidents of brutal Tevenge against 
Iraqis and Palestinians. 

Iraq's own infrastructure is in shambles. 
Many thousands, even millions, of its, citi­
zens, have been deprived of the basic 

necessities of life: water, electricity, hous­
ing, transportation and medical care. 

Encouraged by President Bush to over­
throw Saddam Hussein (but without the 
necessary military support), the Kurds in 
the north and the Shiite Muslims in the 
south were' savagely beaten back and then 
driven from their homes. 

Hundreds of thousands of refugees, in-

Holy Spirit empowers apostles to spread Gospel 
By Cindy Basset! 
Courier columnist 

From the upper room of a house in Jeru-
, salem, Peter surveyed the streets below. 
As was their custom since Jesus had left 
mem, all of the apostles came here daily to 
pray. 

"I've never seen such crowds come to 
the city for the holy day before," Peter 
commented to the others as he turned from 
the window. 

"Maybe this is the right time for us to 
begin telling others about Jesus," Matthew 
replied. 

' 'Jesus told us to wait here until he sent 
his spirit to help us," John said. "Only 
then should we begin.'' 

"I'm still not certain I understand what 
he meant about us being given power to 
witness," continued Andrew, Peter's 
brother. "Without Jesus here, I still don't 
feel my life can make a difference with 
people." 

"I'm confused, too. Jesus told us that we 
could come before him and pray about any­
thing that's on our minds," Peter said. 
"Maybe.that is what is needed now. *' 

All of them began to pray, first in silence 
and then each one gave voice to his 
thoughts. Suddenly, they all heard and felt 

THE BIBLE CORNER 
a strong gust of wind in the room even 
though all of the doors and windows were 
.closed. 

"Look!'' Peter cried. ' 'A flame has set­
tled over each of our heads. And yet the 
fire does not consume anything.'' 

Outside, in the street below, a great 
crowd had gathered. From- their vantage 
point, the house appeared to be on fire. 
These people were even more perplexed 
when the apostles came out to the street 
and spoke to them. 

People from many different countries, 
each with its own language, had come to 
Jerusalem for the holy day. Everyone in 
the crowd could understand what Peter was 
saying in their respective language. 

' 'How can this be?" some of them called 
out. "It must be some sort of miracle!'' 

But others in the crowd loudly protested 
die claim. "A miracle? These men are Ga­
lileans. They are simply drunk and playing 
ajokeonus!" , 

Peter came forward and called for 
silence. "Fellow Jews, I've heard what 
you have been saying. No, we are not 
drunk at 9 in me morning! What you have 
jUst witnessed was foretold many years ago 
by the prophet, Joel. It has been shown to 
you now so that you will believe what I am 
going to tell you. 

"A short time ago, God sent Jesus 
Christ, his own son, to live among yOu. 
Jesus performed many miracles so that you 
would have faith that he was the long-
awaited) Messiah. Even so, he was arrested 
and crucified like a criminal by those who 
refused to believe in him. 

"His; crucifixion was all part of God's 
plan. After three days, Jesus rose from the 
dead. We have seen him and he is alive. 
We stand before you today as his witnes­
ses," Peter said. 

' 'What should we do now?" said people. 
"Repent of your sins," Peter told them. 

"If you believe in Jesus, there is forgive­
ness. Let us baptize you as a follower of 
Jesus Christ. Then, you, too, will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit as you have seen 
today." 

Scripture reference: Acts, Chapter 2. 
Meditation: Jesus, send your spirit to 

show us how to live. 
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ARNDT FUNERAL HOME 
What makes our funeral home different from others? 

• Ronald J6hn Arndt, a Licensed Funeral Director since 1963 gives you that extra experience to help you i!n your time of need. 
• We give you personal one-on̂ one service not available from the average funeral home run by continuously changing staff. Our 

family-run funeral home gives your family special attention so you dbn't become just another 
number, all available at our one full service central Greece location.: 
• We provide home consultation for your convenience. . 
• We offer consultation to the Veterans Administration, Social Security and other death benefits 

you may be entitled to. 
should you contact as? 

• To pre-arrange funerals. This will relieve you and your family of unneeded 
pain and pressure at a later time. Pre-paid money ism be put into interest 
bearing trust accounts at no extra cost to you. 

• To arrange funerals in a warm family setting. j 
• For more information concerning us and our services, call us at 225-6350 

anytime day ' • 
or night. 1118 Long Pond Road (South of Maiden Lane) 225-6350 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS OF THE ROCHESTER DIOCESE 
The funeral Directors listed herein offer pre-need and at-need 

Alvah HaDoran & Son, Inc. 
Funeral Home. 

H. Daniel Halloran 
2125 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 247-7590 

Mclaughlin Fcneral 
- Home Inc 

John J. McLaughlin 
871 Culver Road 

Rochester, NY 14609 
(716)482-18147 

DiPonzio Funeral 
Borne, Inc 

(Across from St. 
Theodore's Church) 

219 Spencerport Road 
Rochester, N.Y. 14606 

429-6700 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

EtwinSulemki 
2100 St, Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. M621 
(716)342-3400 , 

serv ices and counseling in accordance with the Catholic faith. 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Fond Rd. 

(south of Maiden Lane) 
Parking for over 100 cars 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Amdt 
(716)225-6350 
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Michael R. Ibckiw 
Funeral Home 
1270 Norton Street 

Rochester KY. M621 
(716)544-5000 
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Wiy-Schleich and Meeson 
; Funeral Home Inc. 
'.'Greece's Largest and Most 
j Complete Facilities" 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
! 1075 Long Pond Rd. 
; (716)663-2100 
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• Crawford Funeral 
. Home, Inc. 

"OnrftmayScrf l̂tarftoay" 
looted at 495 N. Wnton Rd. 
(Between Adantic ft Humboldt) 

(716)4814400 

HAKTMC 
' 2301 Dewey Avenue Sii 

Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 
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865-6746 
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ESSAYS IN 1HE0IDGY 
eluding countless children and aged, have 
been devastated by disease, malnutrition, 
and exposure to the elements. Their efforts: 
to escape the Saddam regime have, in turn, 
created new and overwhelming problems 
for the bordering nations of Turkey and 
Iran. • 

On Jan. 12, three days before the out­
break of war, Pope John Paul II touched 
directly upon the crisis in the Persian Gulf 
in his annual address to the diplomatic 
corps accredited to the Vatican. 

Not unmindful of Iraq's "brutal viola-. 
tion of international law" through its inva­
sion of Kuwait, the pope nevertheless war­
ned that "a peace obtained by arms could 
only prepare new acts of violence.'" 

The pope was right. 
He spoke of the cost in human life," 

even in limited military action ... to say 
•nothing of the ecological, political, econ­
omic and strategic consequences, whose 
full gravity and import we have perhaps 
not yet completely assessed.'' 

And he referred, as the U.S. Catholic 
bishops had done, to the centuries-old 
criteria for a just war. 

"Recourse to force for a just cause," he 
said, "would only be admissible if such re­
course were proportionate to the result one 
wished to obtain and with due considera­
tion for the consequences that military ac­
tions, today made more destructive by 
modern technology, would have for the 
survival of peoples and the planet itself." 

"The needs of mankind," he continued, 
' 'require that we proceed resolutely toward 
outlawing war completely and come to cul­
tivate peace as a supreme good to which all 
programs and all strategies must be subor­
dinated." •••='"• 

On Jan. 16, the day President Bush 
ordered the bombing of Iraq, Pope John 
Paul JJ sent an urgent appeal to the White 
House and another to Baghdad. 

"In recent days, voicing the thoughts 
and'concerns of millions of people, I have 
stressed the tragic consequences which a 
war in that area could have," the pope 
wrote to Bush. 

In the euphoria of victory, it seemed to 
many Americans as if those who had sup­
ported the authorization of military force 
before Jan. 15 had been right all along, 
while those who had supported the contin­
uation of sanctions had walked the path of 
weakness and even appeasement. 

But every day that, passes now verifies 
the moral stance taken by Pope John Paul . 
U and the U.S. Catholic bishops (with at 
least one disturbing exception). 

Rochester Monument 
Co., Inc. 

Formerly Located at 
1575 Ctiffbrd Avenue 

Over 56 years of Service 
All Work done on premises 

by Master Stone Carver 
Robert BOcottKresident 

1130 Ridge Rd* Webster 
872-16127 

WE CAN HELP YOU 
f PRE-PLAN 4-
i YOUR SERVICE 1 

3 Generations 
Serving the Community 

Profetta Funeral Chapel 
671-2811 

1650̂ Empirc Blvd. • Webster 
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