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Airing of * ‘exorcism’ showed hidden agenda /5

By Fai
By Father Richard P. McBrien Parish priests have a pastoral sense, and | among the most actively committed to their Cgurie
Syndicated columnist their pastoral sense tells them: (1) that you | church — ministerially and financially. e I
In mid-April our atiention was drawn | never invade thie privacy of an intimately If initial reactions are reliable, many in %AYS IN T}lmm pr(?gra:
once again to the topic of exorcism in the | spiritual encounter (be it the confession of | this group viewed the ‘‘exorcism’’ episode : ' , Cathol:
-church. ABC-TV devoted half of its popu- | sins, a counseling session, or, in this case, | as part of a broader pattern of recent de- - A:
- lar “‘20/20°" program to what it proudly | an alleged exorcism); and (2) that you al- | velopments, which have been pushing |. of a college or university education (in- Hugh |
billed as the first exorcism ever shown on | ways have to be concerned about a nega- | them to the rnargins of their church. . cluding up-to-date courses in theology and didn’t
national television. tive “‘spill-over”’ effect of events of this These Catholics testify that they are be- | Sacred Scripture), this is the bizarre side of much ¢
I would suspect that the reaction to this | sort. ) ing made to feel that their own experience | Catholicism. They thought it had all been tive.
episode varied from group to group within Many disturbed individuals live in the | and intelligence can’t be trusted, that they | left behind with the council. I sav
the Catholic Church. world, and viewing an alleged exorcismon | have to be protected from dangerous ideas, Not so. The fact of the matter is that the show
My impression is that many (probably | television only serves to heighten their | and that ‘‘Father’’ (ultimately, ‘‘the Holy | recently deceased Archbishop Marcel service
most) parish priests were either very | state of anxiety. Some of them might be led | Father’’) still knows best. Lefebvre was not alone in his refusal (or bishop
uneasy about, or strongly opposed to, the ' | to believe that they, too, are possessed. The faith of such Catholics has nothing | inability) to internalize the Catholicism of eXOrcis
televising of the ‘‘exorcism.”’ Indeed, A second group-reaction would be that | to do with weeping statues, spinning suns, | Vatican II. for su
every priest I spoke with before and after |of the college-educated Catholic, whom | Marian apparitions or alleged exorcisms. Many others in the church Stll] have
the event was against televising it. recent scientific surveys reveal to .be For Catholics who have had the benefit | never really been transformed by the coun-
. . . . cil. They simply have not undergone the GC
JESUS prom ISeS apOStIes he W|" always be near conversion experience which tl3e late Car-
, dinal John Dearden of Detroit so often By Fa'
By Cindy Bassett on your minds and in your hearts. There | spoke about in relation to his own parth— Courie
. Courier columnist- are ways that I will speak to you if you pay | pation in the council. Sunc
All of those closest to Jesus had come attention for my answers.”’ These are the Catholics who still cling to (RD) A
with him to the Garden of Gethsemane to Jesus paused and looked around at their | a Catholicism of miraculous medals, of John 4
pray. The sun was just coming up over the ’ downcast faces. ‘‘I will be here withi you | private revelations, of devils and fallen ohn
mountain and the garden was bathed with ’I'I—]E BIBLE CORNER especially when you break the bread and | angels, of Marian sightings, of papal min. 1
its light and warmth. bless the wine,”” he said. commands, of unquestioned obedience, of for Go
It was far different from the last time : They had reached a place at the top of the | deferential women and of sexual repres- Eliz:
they had all come to this place together. . eagerly. ‘“Where should we begin?’’ .| Mount of Olives. Jesus blessed each one of | sion. sonnet:
_ “Itis good for us to be here again,’’ re- ‘““Not just yet,”” Jesus smiled gently. | them and whispered a special word as he Perhaps the bishop of West Palm Beach Brown
flected Peter. ‘‘Especially now that we | ‘‘First I want you to go back to Jerusalem | hugged them. — where the “‘exorcism’’ took place — let came |
know the whole story.”’ and wait until I send my spirit to help ‘I have another promise which I want | the cat out of the bag when he suggested . onlya
*‘I had 4 terrible feeling last time,*’ John | you.”’ you never to forget,”’ Jesus said. ‘‘Some- | that the televising of the event might con- - stoppe
said. “‘I could feel that something awful “It sounds like you are leaving us | dayIam coming back foryouandallofmy | vince people that the devil is real and that though
was going to happen.”’ again,”” Matthew said anxiously. ‘‘Aren’t | followers. Everyone who believes in me | demonic possession still occurs. Her
Matthew looked around at the others. | you coming with us, too?” receives the gift of eternal life.”’ The archbishop of New York implied as format
+ “‘Well, I still have that feeling that some- ‘‘No, I am going, *’ Jesus said. ‘‘But you Before any of the apostles could say any- { much last year when he caused a national into he
thing is about to happen,’’ he said. won’t really be alone. When the spirit | thing more, Jesus’ face and body became | stir with his reference, in a homily at St. tion is
*‘What do you mean?’’ Peter asked. comes, you will remember everything I | so radiant that it was like looking directly | Patrick’s Cathedral, to exorcisms perfor- of Wi
Before Matthew answered, Jesus, who | taught you while we were together. The | into the sun. As they knelt to the ground, a | med within the archdiocese. Elizi
had been off in the distance praying, came | spirit will help you be my faithful witnes- | strong wind blew overhead.. They didn’t Significantly, the archbishop did not say - read s¢
and joined them. ‘‘Come,’” Jesus said, | ses.” . dare look up again until it was quiet. Jesus | ‘“No’’ when one of his own priests asked saw th
“‘Iet us walk together.”’ *‘It won’t be the same without you here | was gone. - permission to go forward with the ‘‘exor- he put
The small group headed toward the | with us?”’ cried Peter. ‘“You are our best ‘*What.are you all waiting for?’ a voice | cism’’ project for ABC Television. sonal
Mount of Olives. “‘Lord, are you going to | friend.”’ suddenly cried out. Two men with white The real objective of that project, 1 sub-
restore the kingdom to Israel now"” one of "~ “And you are my special friends,”” Jesus | robes stood where Jesus had once been. mit, Was to help bring back that old-time RIT
the apostles asked him. " said. ‘‘Yes, it won’t be the same. But I ““Go back to Jerusalem and wait as he | religion when everyone, women especial- ‘
“It is not important for you to know - promise that I will still be with you all ina | told you,”” the other man said. ‘‘Jesus will ,§ ly, knew their ‘place, when Catholics ong
when that will happen,” Jesus replied. | different way.” return someday just as he promised.”’ obeyed - without question every directive RO(
*‘My father sets the time for that. What is ‘“We won’t be able to talk with you,”’ *‘Come on,”” Peter urged. ““There is | from on high, and when there was never stitute
important now is for you all to go every- | -John said. ' much to do. We must choose another apos- | any question that the Catholic Church was arts pr
where and be my witnesses.”’ “I'll hear you when. you pray to me,”” | tle to take the place of Judas. Soon Jesus | the one, true church with all the answers to June 2
‘‘Lord, we are ready,”” Peter said | Jesustold them. ‘‘Tell me everything that’s | will send the spirit to help us.”’ all the important questions we have about Enti
: Scripture reference: Acts 1:1-11. life, both'here and hereafter. _ ence,”
" ( N - Meditation: ‘‘For God so loved the From time to time, we have to name introdt
B ARTOLOMEO Come Join Us ... world that he gave his one and only Son, | what’s going on. And in naming it, perhaps graphi
Holy Name of Jesus Church & that whoever believes in him shall not per- | we might also ‘‘exorcise’’ it of its power progra
» FUNERAL HOME, INC. Deacon Richard Lombard invites ish but have eternal life.”’ (John 3:16). over us and the church. planni;
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