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Catholic officials laud
Bush education plan

By ines Pinto Alicea
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Catholic
officials praised President George Bush’s
new education plan, but some expressed
concern about where the money will come
from to pay for his proposed ‘‘revolution’’
in the U.S. educational system.

““This plan shows that education has
been raised to a higher place in the national
agenda,’’ said Sister Catherine McNamee,
president of the National Catholic Edu-
cational Association and a Sister of St.
Joseph of Carondelet.

Bush has asked for $200 million to en-

courage school districts to offer parents
" more choices in selecting schools for their

children. The U.S. Department of Edu-
cation also will spend $30 million to fund
demonstration projects in educational
choice.

““It is a very encouraging step in the right
direction,” said Mercy Sister Lourdes
Sheehan, secretary of the U.S. bishops’
Department of Education. ‘“We will be
watching very carefully to see that the
money for his plan does not come out of es-
tablished programs. We want to make sure
that our Catholic school students continue
to receive the services they have been re-
ceiving.”’

Catholic educators also said they antici-

--pate the plan’s coming under fire from
groups advocating the complete separation

of church and state. Bush’s plan calls for

giving parents choice in education whether-

in public, private or religious schools.

The supreme knight of the Knights of
Columbus called the president’s choice
plan ‘‘a ray of hope’ for private school
parents. .

‘‘More and more today such parents are

" forced to bear severe financial burdens in

exercising their constitutiopally guaranteed
right to send their children to the schools of
their choice,”’ said Supreme Knight Virgil
C. Dechant.

Americans United for Separation of
Church and State, on the other hand, char-
ged that ‘‘choice’’ in education is a mis-
leading term.

“‘Parochial and other private schools
take only the students they want to take,”’
said the organization’s executive director,
Robert L. Maddox. ‘‘Only they have any

Kurds

Continued from page 4

said, ‘‘given the alternative.”’

After growing pressure at home and
abroad, President George Bush sent U.S.
troops into northern Iraq to set up protec-

" ted camps for Kurdish refugees. Some 400

Marines from the 24th- Marine Expe-
ditionary Unit crossed into-Iraq from Tur-
key April 20 to secure the refugee zone,

"and began work the next day on the first of

six proposed camps. .

The U.S. military personnel were to be .

joined by forces from France, Britain and
other Western nations. ' R

In its -editerial, L’Osservatore Romaneo
said that the ‘‘martyred Kurdish people
cannot and must not be forgotten.”’ :
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‘choice’ when it comes to admissions.

“It is bad enough that President Bush
wants to use tax dollars to pay for religious
schools,”” Maddox added. ‘‘But he com-
pounds the mistake by using federal funds
to pressure school districts across the coun-
try into doing so.”’

But Catholic educators said choice plans
would weather court tests if states decided
to give parents vouchers or tax credits to
use at the schools of their choice.

““The United States Supreme Court
determined (in Mueller vs. Allen in 1983)
that a tax deduction for educational expen-
ses available to all parents is constitu-
tional,”’ said Sister Sheehan. ‘‘The aid is to
parents, who then decide where to apply
the assistance.”’

The president’s initiative — entitled the
““America 2000 Education Strategy’’ — is
built around six national goals- designed to
increase adult literacy and the high school

| graduation rate; to improve overall student

competency; and to make U.S. students

. first in the world in math and science.

It calls for top-to-bottom school reforms,
including a voluntary nationwide exam
system; federal school aid tied to academic

- results; and $550 million in start-up funds

for a “‘new generation of schools.”’

“I'm here to say America will move
forward,”’ Bush said after announcing the
plan April 18. {‘Our challenge amounts to
nothing less than a revolution in American
education, a battle for our future,™

. Addendum

The religious of the Discalced
Carmelite Nuns were not included
in our Vocation Directory in last
week’s issue. For information on vo-
cations, write or call:

Rev. Mother Mary
Discalced Carmelite Nuns
1931 Jefferson Rd.
Pittsford, NY 14534.1098
(716) 427-7094

Southview
Physical Therapy
and Sports
Rehabilitation.

a5
“ Westfall Road ¢ Suite D

Rochester, New York 14618
: 716/271-3380
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'MAKE THE FIVE
1st Saturdays of Reparation

THE AQUINAS INSTITUTE

Dramatic Arts Department
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-FRIDAY, MAY 3, 8:00P.M.
Special Appearance by Mr. Charles Strouse, Tony Award
Winning Composer of Bye Bye Birdie and Annie.
SATURDAY, MAY 4, 8:00P.M.
SUNDAY, MAY 5, 2:00P.M.

ADMISSION: Adults—3$6, Sr. Citizens/Students—$5
The Aquinas Institute, 1127 Dewey Avenue
For More information, call 647-2990

Buy an
$82,.400.
townhouse
for onl
$69,900!"
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Extraordinary
Financing
NYSAHC grant available for
"qualified buyers—
with no repayment!”

Qrant funds are limited.
Visit today for details!

Ex_trao;faiinary :
Townhome

Ranch and two story with 2
and 3 bedrooms, fireplaces,
cathedral ceilings, skylites
{depending upon model),
luxurious kitchens, baths,
and attached garages.

Furnished models are

N Dttt
Located off Scottsvilie R
Road, just south of Ivmvm open daily 12-5. Visit
Jefferson Road in Chili. TOWNHOMES ON THE GENESEE  Riverview today.

i . Call 328-7986

MARK IV CONSTRUCTION CO., INC
=== Builders OfQualil e———
Rochester, New York 716~£72-I 760
EQUAL ROUSING
OPPORTUNITY

This is not an offering which can only be made by formal prospectus.
* Subject to grant requirements.

QUALITY IS YOUR ADDED VALUE

PARATION
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{1 Fr. Albert Shamon, Author, Lecturer, Columnist, invites
.| you to listen to the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ

" | on the following stations every Sunday. WAUB-1590 Au-
burn, 12:30 p.m.; WSSW-99FM Seneca Falls, 6:15 p.m.;
and WGVA-1240 Geneva, 7:45 a.m.

Our Lady of Victory
210 Pleasant St., Downtown Rochester
Rosary & Mass, 10 a.m. - Sacrament of Penance, 11:30 am.

St. Alphonsus
95 East Genesee St., Auburn, N.Y. ;
Sacrament of Penance, 9 a.m. - Rosary & Mass, 10 am. - -

OR MAKE FIVE FIRST SATURDAYS ON YOUR OWN -




