
By Lee Strong 
Staff writer 

ROCHESTER - On Aug. 12, 1989, 
110 men responded to the Diocese of 
Rochester's inaugural Call to Priesthood 
campaign, which involved attending a day 
of prayer, reflection and discernment with 
Bishop Matthew H. Clark, at St. Dominic's 
Parish in Shortsville. 

The following year, 17 men attended the 
first regional Call to Priesthood day at St. 
Mary Our Mother Parish in Horseheads. 

This Aug. 11, an as-yet-unknown 
number of men will attend the second 
regional gathering, slated for the Corn­
ing/Painted Post area. 

Those days are just part of the effort by 
the diocese to recruit potential candidates 
for the priesthood. . 

And while the results may be small, they 
are noticeable. 5" 

In December, 1988, before the Call to 
Priesthood effort was launched, the various 
diocesan priestly discernment programs 
had 31 participants. That number is cur­
rently 42. 

Further, the number of seminarians from 
the diocese has increased ffrom eight to 
nine, with two more men waiting to learn if 
they have been accepted in seminaries. 

Still, in light of the fact that the numbers 
of active diocesan priests have declined 
from approximately 240 in 1988 to 218 
currently, the numbers of men expressing 
interest in the priesthood could be 
disheartening. 

"I think people do get concerned about I 
how few seminarians we do have," ac­
knowledged Diane Knittle, a member of 
both the diocesan Priestly Formation Board 
and the Committee for Vocations to Priest­
hood. "There were days when we had 
more than 100 seminarians, but look at 
how many people left after Vatican II. The 
people we're getting now are more com­
mitted. They've had more life expert; 
ences." 

"We're trying to discover new avenues 
of encouraging people to come forward," 
noted Father Thomas Valenti, assistant to 
the bishop for vocations. 

As part of that effort, the diocesan voca­
tions program is evolving to accommodate 
the different types of men coming forward 
to explore a potential vocation to the 
priesthood. 

The vocations program includes a high 
school program, an affiliate program for 
men of college-age or who are in their 20s, 
an over-30 program, a Southern Tier pro­
gram (which emerged from the Call to 
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Gathered on the steps of Becket Hall are (from left) Father Thomas Valenti, assistant to the bishop for vocations, and 
pre-theology students Mickey McGrath, John Bell, Doug DellaPietra and Dave LeForte. 

Priesthood day in Horseheads) and the pre-
theology program at Becket Hall. 

The Committee for Vocations to Priest­
hood is also looking into ways to recruit 
more minority candidates, especially from 
the Black and Hispanic communities. , 

Meanwhile, Becket Hall is developing 
into a center for priest vocations rather 
than just a residence for the men in pre-
theology — completing course work need­
ed for acceptance at a seminary. 

As a result, Becket Hall, located in the 
former convent of St. Boniface'Parish, has 
become the site of more and more meetings 
of those discerning whether they have a 
vocation to the priesthood. 

Another effort underway consists of us­
ing -the building as a site for meetings 
among youth groups to discuss vocations. 

The vocations effort has also been 
expanded to involve men currently in the 
discernment programs, residents of Becket 
Hall, and seminarians in meeting with 
potential priest candidates. "I find it very 
valuable to have a discerner or a sem­
inarian witness to their call," Father 
Valenti said, adding, "Someone closer to 
their age." 

For example, two Becket Hall residents, 
John Bell and Mickey McGrath, work with 
those in the discernment programs. Bell 

leads the high school students, and 
McGrath works with those in college or in 
the affiliate program. 

McGrath, a senior at St. John Fisher 
College, acknowledged that having so­
meone like himself — who is still involved 
in discerning his vocation — is helpful to 
the young men. 

"I think they look at how strongly they 
feel called at this point in time," said 
McGrath, who is waiting to learn if he has 
been accepted at the North American Col­
lege in Rome. 

One common fear McGrath addresses is 

what happens if a man chooses to-come to 
Becket Hall and then discovers that he is 
not called to be a priest. 

Even when a man ultimately decides not 
to become a priest, his involvement with 
the vocations program can prove helpful 
d o w n the road , Fa the r Valent i no ted . 

" I think a major i ty of those w h o , 
through the discernment programs, deter­
mine that God is not calling them to be a 
priest, continue to develop their spirituality 
and most likely will take an active role in 

"the life of the c h u r c h , " Fa the r Valent i 
said. 

%rV A FRANCISCANS of the 

JL^ Atonement 
We Live, "That All May Be One" 

Friars Vocat ion Off ice: 
Graymoor 
Garrison, NY 10524 
914-424-3671 

Sisters Vocat ion Off ice: 
St. Francis Convent 
Graymoor, Garrison, NY 10524 
914-424-3623 

The Franciscan Friars and Sisters of the Atone­
ment are two communities who profess vows of pover­
ty, chastity and obedience to God in the Franciscan tradi­
tion. The focus of our life's vision is in the Atonement of 
Jesus Christ: His cross and resurrection conquers human 
brokenness, sin and death. The Atonement empowers 
us with ajoy in God that enables us to share freely our 
individual fives.'talents-personalities, even our broken­
ness to work together for the reconciliation of all people * 
with God and one another, "that all may be one." 

Our works include ecumenical ministries, sheltering the 
homeless, counseling alcoholics, religious education and 
parish ministry. We serve God's people in the U.S.A., 
Canada. England. Brazil, Ireland, Italy, Japan and Jamaica 
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• I would like more information about, the 
• Franciscan Friars and Sisters of the Atonement: 

.Age . 

Address. 

Phone. 

D Priest 

. Education 

• Brother • Sister 

Meet LAMP Ministers Jim and Maure Rupp. 
Jim is an accountant by profession, and Maure a 
Home Economist They left their jobs, home and 
friends because they bad a dream of serving 
with the materially poor as lay missionaries with 
LAMP. 

DID YOU €V€R DREAM OF BEING 
A LAY MISSIONARY P IT'S POSSIBLE! 

• Catholic Evangel iz ing Ministries 

• Open to couples, singles, religious 
• Serve for a year or more among the poor / homeless in NY area 

• On-going training / community support 

2704 Schurz Avenue 

f - Throgs Neck, Bronx, NY 10465 

M P (212) 409-5062 
Tom &. LynScheuring,, Ph. D.s, Directors 

Marybeth Mutmansky, Assoc. Director 

LAMP 
MINISTRIES 
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me...to bring GOOD NEWS to the POOR..:' (Lk 4:19) 

CARITAS CHRISTI 
Have You Ever Thought ... 
That you would wish to dedicate your life to God — 
but remain in the world? 
If so, CARITAS CHRISTI may be the answer for you! 

WHAT CARITAS CHRISTI IS... 
• A Secular Institute of Pontifical Right for 

women worldwide-single, widowed or 
divorced. 

• An organization whose members continue to 
live with their families, friends, or alone and 
who continue to pursue their professions. 

• For Women who make a vow of celibacy, and 
promise of poverty & obedience to God. 

"Your state of consecrated life is a special gift 
of the Holy Spirit bestowed upon our time to 
help..." JOHN PAUL II 

"Above all I give myself to you, with all that I 
am. with all that I have and with all that is in 
my power to give, so that in me and through me 
your will may be done" CARITAS CHRISTI 

• For Women who support each other through 
retreats. Days of Recollection, meetings, and 
individual sponsorships. 

• In short, contemplative and apostolic women, 
fulfilling the grace of their Baptism as children 
of God. 

WHAT CARITAS CHRISTI IS NOT... 
• It is not a religious order, it is emphatically lay. 
• It has no common houses, and no common 

apostolate. 
• It offers no financial supp .rt to its members. 

FOR INFORMATION WRITE: 
Rev. John C. Murray, C.S.B. 

3497 East Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14618 
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