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Donors' generosity stirs reflection on African priests
By Father Paul Cuddy
Courier columnist

When J read in the papers that Robert B.
Wegman made a gift of $1 million to the
Aquinas Institute, my heart sang a triple
alleluia.
I then wondered to myself how many
prosperous graduates of other Catholic
schools have shared their good fortune
with their alma mater.
I have held a special admiration for
Aquinas since 1946, when Bishop James
E. Kearney asked me to be the Catholic
chaplain at Sampson College, near
Geneva. Sampson was one of several colleges in die state asked to temporarily take
care of our men returning from World War
n. Through the GI Bill of Rights, veterans
were provided college tuition and a pit-
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tance —$50 per month — to pay for food
and board.
All the soldiers at .Sampson — whose
ages ranged from 22 to 28 — had matured
through the military service. I remember
that several of the veterans came' from the
Aquinas Institute. liist -like Notre Dame
had its famous "Four Horsemen," Sampson had what I considered the "Three
Horsemen" in Ed Beickirk, Norman Ladd

and Frank Aleri.
I admired each of them for his strong
Catholicity and goodness. One Saturday
night, for example, the college had a big
dance featuring a well-known band in the
drill hall. On Sunday, Beickirk and Ladd
attended the noon Mass with their dates
from Rochester. I remember that all four of
them received Holy Communion, which

meant that their dates were chaste and that
they each had fasted from 'food and drink
since midnight.
Changing the subject quickly, I love
money, not for its materialistic value, but
for the good dtat can be done with it. An
Auburn woman recently sent me $100 "for
Father Aman's mission in Africa. A good
friend of mine, Fattier Gerry Aman is a
Jesuit from Holy Trinity Church in

Church needs young men to be good shepherds
By Father Albert Sharhon
Courier columnist

Sunday's readings: (R3) John
10:11-18; (Rl) Acts 4:8-12; (R2) 1 John
3:1-2.
Seven Sundays separate Easter and
Pentecost. The first three Sundays of
Easter focused on the resurrection of Jesus.
The last four Sundays focus on his presence in the Christian community.
Jesus is risen! So what? What difference
does the risen Jesus make in our lives?
In addition to describing the relationship
that should exist between Christ and his
own, the last four Sundays illustrate the relationship that should exist between his
own and one another. He is to us as the
shepherd is to his sheep (fourth Sunday)
and the vine to its branches (fifth Sunday).
We are to love one another as he loves us
(sixth Sunday). Therefore, the shepherd
prays for his sheep (seventh Sunday) and
sends, his Holy-Spirit on Pentecost. We
need his prayers and his spirit.
The theme of the Sunday readings is that
of the Good Shepherd. The shepherds of

Israel were die kings of Israel. Most of
these kings were weaklings, unable to lead
the people of God. They used people for
their own gain. Jeremiah denounced them
as failing in their duty by allowing their
sheep to be preyed upon and scattered.
Jeremiah, however, provided a ray of
hope for the sheep when he said that God
would raise up a king from the shoot of
David who would be a good shepherd.
Jesus said, "I am the good shepherd."
Unlike most of die past shepherds of Israel,
Jesus is the good shepherd, not just
because he is kindly and gentle, but
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because "he lays down his life for his
sheep."
One of die tragedies in die church today
is the death of shepherds —the Latin word
is "pastor." Witiiout shepherds, die sheep
will become easy prey to die wolves. God
is calling shepherds. But too often youtiis
ignore die call because another call is
drowning it out: die call of die flesh and the
world.
, Leo Tolstoy tells the story of a man who
could have all die land he could walk
around from sunrise to sunset. So desirous
was die man to get all die land he could mat
he rose at die crack of dawn and walked all
day. He walked so fast and so far mat when
he returned to his starting point at sunset,

he dropped dead in his tracks from sheer
exhaustion. So much effort for so little. Six
feet of ground was all he got.
How many men labor, sweat, grunt and
groan for die nodiings of mis earthly life.
As James Russell Lowell put it: "For a«

cap and bells our lives we pay, Bubbles we
buy widi a whole soul's tasking.''
And yet what vistas of glory Christ holds
out to me generous people who leave diese
material things and follow him: "You shall
sit upon twelve thrones judging the
world." Just as die good shepherd needs
shepherds, die sheep need shepherds as
well.
Why is tiieir a shortage of vocations to
the priesdiood and die religious life? I have
already noted my reasons: die world is too
much widi us; die. closing of our Camolic
schools; die gibberish about celibacy and
ordination of women; die decline of family
prayer and of families living the faidi; and
die movement to laicize die clergy and
clericalize die laity.
The good shepherd's call to priesdiood
can be answered by anyone who has die
three H's: a good heart, good head and
good healm. If a lad has the right intentions, average intelligence and healm, he
need look for notiiing more to pursue man
the priesthood.
I always say to such lads, "Read about
the priesdiood, mink about it, talk about it,
pray about it, men do someming about it.
You have only one life to live, why not live
it heroically?"

Webster and a graduate of McQuaid Jesuit
High School. <
Father Aman is currently involved with
the training of seminarians for the priesthood in Nigeria, Africa. Applicants for the
seminaries in Africa are so great in number
that many have to be turned away.
In his note thanking me for the donation
he wrote: "Our Jesuit community is in
Ibadan, and we have just finished first
semester at Ss. Peter and Paul Seminary.
Our seven first students (Jesuit candidates)
got absorbed into the class of 124 seminarians. They've gotten to form many friendships with diocesan seminarians as well as
with Dominicans, White Fathers, Redemptorists. It's great to see so much unity
among the group. It bodes well for the
Church in Africa.
"We had to start the year with nothing.
Now I am trying to get together more furniture for the five new seminarians we expect to join us. To give you an idea of how
(far) your money goes over here, I can buy
the desks for all five with your gift. I will
tell them to remember to pray for you as
they do their studies and papers. One
Nigerian Jesuit will do student-teaching of
philosophy for two years. He is a brilliant
young man and will make an excellent
priest.
"During the three years I was at Sampson College we had five students who
became priests. All are still living. All
have persevered in their vocation.
"The Church calls for priests, but only
for those who are willing to dedicate their
lives from the love of Christ and His
Church to the service of the people, bom
Catholics and non-Catholics. After 55
years in the priesthood I can affirm that I
know of no vocation mat is so great and so
happy.
'"Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to
your Name give glory,' a verse to be
pondered over by men who have ideals,
and ponder over a call to the priesthood."
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Marv's Call
When you have tried everything else —Now try the rosary.

Watch it turn your life around.

EXTRA DEPTH
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Men's Size Range 6 to 15/Wldths A to 5E
Women's Size Range 3 to 12/Wldths 4A to 5E
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Rochester's Finest Orthopedic Shoe Store

790 Ridge R d . , Webster-671-8289
Mon-Fri 9-6; Sat 9-5
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THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER

NEW Rosary Cassette - Short Version - 5 decades only. With Stations of the Cross, Memorare
and Litany of Blessed Virgin Mary plus copyrighted songs
$3.00
NEW Religious Hymns & Songs - Popular - Be Not Afraid, Hail Mary, Gentle Woman, Praise /
j{/JJ.-'
i
Be The Lord, plus nine others -St. Joseph Guitar Group & Mary's Call Trio
$4.00
NEW S t Bridget Prayer Cassette -15 prayers plus Litany of Sacred Heart and
Footprints in Sand Poem plus Songs
$3.00
NEW Prayer Cards - Litanies, Poems, Prayers, Best of popular and traditional favorites
$1.00
Rosary Cassette - all 15 decades plus 5 copyrighted songs and Litany of Blessed Virgin Mary -over 23,000
sold in U.S. and 18 Foreign Countries
S3M
Stations of the Cross Cassette - Includes Songs & Litany of Holy Name of Jesus
$3.00
Rosary Cassette - Spanish plus Spanish Songs
_
_
.$3.00
Brown Scapular....FREE Rosary
;. FREE Brochure on apparitions in Medjugorje... .FREE
Excellent gifts for use in home, car, schools & hospitals.
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Why should I consult my
family about my
funeral plans?
Funerals are for the living! Many
times plans made without family
consultations will leave family
members unhappy and dissatisfied. Telling close family members
that you would like to have a serious discussion about your plans for
your funeral and inviting them to
help with the arrangements assures they understand your
desires. It will also offer them an
opportunity to tell you what they
would prefer. Planning a funeral
ahead of time is helpful. Don't
neglect to take into consideration
the wishes of those who will live after you. They are the ones who will
benefit or suffer from choices you
make.
We purchase all formi of insurance to protect our
family & assets, not because we expect the worst to
happen, but to be prepared Ooesrr't it make sense
then to prepare tor what will happen Let our trained
counselors assist you with the many options available
in planning tor a worry-free luture
Burial
Cremation
Entombment

SCHAUMAN-SULEWSKI
FUNERAL HOME
2100 St. Paul St.
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