New patterns emerge
in fabric of religious life
We face the empty loom.
It looms large before us
revealing a threadbare moment,
what has come apart at the seams.

stitutions, bringing to a close much of the
legalistic change that had marked die renewal
process, according to Sister Mary John Van
Atta, SSJ, a group-process consultant who
works with religious communities throughout
the country.
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But by the end of the 1980s, most religious such areas as education, healtii care or missionContinued on page 26
communities had finished rewriting their con-
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