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By David Warner

California is a state of remarkable geographic di-
versity and natural beauty. Its tertain varies from the
steep and majestic Sierra Nevada to the bone-dry
Mojave Desert to the sunny beaches of its southern
coast. Visitors can downhill ski in the morning, take
a leisurely drive at noon and go surfing in the after-
noon. .

The Golden State also is a state of many
“countries” and attractions. There's the Mother
Lode Country, the Wine Country, the Redwood
Country, the Russian River Region, the Feather
River Country, the Desert Country, the Big Sur
Country, the Eastern Sierra Region, the southern
coast. Each has its own distinct flavor and~per-
sonality.

San Diego is famous for its- clean air, mlles of
beaches, perfect weather and crescent bay. San
Diegans call it a garden, America’s finest city.

San Francisco, by contrast, is a confederation of
neighborhoods — the Mission District, Chinese,
Nob Hill — adding to its cosmopolitan appeal. And
the haze and fog punctuate the mystique of this
curious city, which columnist Herb Caen dubbed
""Baghdad by the Bay.”

Los Angeles is, of course, the mother of glam-
orous Hollywood and opulent Beverly Hills.

The state attracts caravans of cold-weather refu-
gees from December through April, but the best
rates are available in the off season. May and
September are particularly good times to visits,
offering low prices, few tourists and beautiful
weather.

"Among California’s most enduring and popular
attractions are its 21 rhissions — stretching from
San Diego, where the first mission (San Diego del
Alcala) was founded in 1769, north to San Fran-
cisco Solano, where the last of the mission chain
was founded in 1823. Along the way are missions
in San Jose, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, San Juan
Bautista, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara and San
Juan Capistrano among others.

The guiding hand behind the mlssmns was
Father Junipero Serra, a Franciscan friar whom
historians call the founder of California. His goal —
aided by 15 monks in gray-brown cowls — was to
dedicate themselves to the task of civilizing the In-

~ dian natives and winning them for God.

The missions formed a chain of civilized outposts
along the Pacific coast. Each had its herd of cattle,
its fields and vegetable gardens tended by Indians
whom the padres taught to build irrigation systems.
They became weavers, masons, carpenters and
blacksmiths. Thus the missions could be nearly self-
sustaining, although they did receive clothing, fur-
niture, implements and tools from New Spain in
exchange for their surplus of meal, wine, oil, hemp,
hides and tallow.

Presidios.with small military staffs were estab-

lished to protect the missions from hostile natives
and possible invaders. Gradually, small towns, later
cities, began to grow around the missions and
presidios. The missions were more than churches,
and their establishment more than religious.
“*Mission style’ buildings, for example, continue to
strongly influence architectural style in California.
And Father Serra and his monks definitely left their
mark, baptizing some 6,000 lndlans and confirming
almast 5,000. :

For more information on Cahfornta travelers may
contact the California Office of Tourism, 1121 L St.,
Suite 103, Sacramento, CA 95814, or call a travel

agent.
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CELEBRATE THE 10th’ ANNIVERSARY

- June 20-29 © .
Rev. John Carriero, S.J.\
Spriritual Director
“Our arrangements are FIRST CLASS
PREFERRED CARE and SWISSAIR!” ge
* Fully Escoreed from Rochester
® First Class Accommodations

with private bath, meals
¢ English speaking, Christian
Tour Guide

2% 1350 Pittsford-Mendon Rd.,
* Mendon, NY 114506 (716) 624.3110
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Discover 2 moat rewarding way to travel =
ciscan Way.* Whatever you are lookin for in group travel
‘we are confident you will ﬁnd itona Instructive and
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Besides man one—day and weekend trips, there are fonger
ones to the S‘rlnes in Canada, the Missions in California, as
well as trips to Puerto Rico, Florida, Nova Scotia and Pil-
grimage/Vacation cruises to Alaska, Hawall and New Orlgans.

120 Pllgrumage “Tours in 1991
CALL OR WRITE for our 56 page color brochure
212-736-4685 (weekdays)

T FRANGISCAN PILGRIMAGE TOURS
125 W. 31st STREET, MEW YORK, N.Y. 10001 RCC
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® Visit seven famous Franciscan missions
between San Diego and San Francisco, as well as
many historic and popular attractions, during
June 29-July 7 tour of California. For information,
contact Franciscan Pilgrimage Tours, 125 W. 31st
St., New York, N.Y. 10001, or call 212/736-4685.

* Wayland Wayfarers are planning a July 15-
18 trip to Washington, D.C., to visit the shrines of
the immaculate Conception and of St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton. For details, call the rectory at St.
Joseph's, Wayland, 716/728-2228.

* Aug. 16-25 trip to Ireland will feature stops at
Galway, Dublin, Killarney, Shrine of Our Lady of
Knock and Ring of Kerry. Cail 212/736-4685 for
details.

e The Travel Series of Eimira’s Arnot Museum

i5 sponsoring an Oct. 7-17 tour of lreland and
England. For information, call 607/734-3697.
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& Drivers Unlimited g&-
OF ROCHENTER. §MV
? For your Personal & Business Needs

WE-WILL DRIVE YOU AND YOUR'CAR--OR
JUSTYOUR CAR - ANYWHERE YOU WISH.

¢ Airport Service - Departures, Arrivals,
Family Vacations, Business Trips
(Rochester, Syracuse, Buffalo, Toronto Airports)

¢ Appointments for Seniors, Convalescents

e Car Relocations (To Florida, Arizona, etc.) ¢

Also, Business Services - Chauffering Company Guests,
Temporary Company Drivers, Contract Couriers,
Limosine Service, Relaxed Night on the town. o

To arrange your service call

381-8750

- . est 1983

To get your upcoming trip listed, send information to: Going Places, Catholic Courier, 1150 Buffalo

Road, Rochester, NY 14624.

If you would like to advertise your travel agency or related service in this monthly section, call the

Courier’ s advertising department at 716/328-4340.

“Soverelgn of the Seas
7 Night. Eastern Caribbean Cruise June 1st, 8th, 22nd
Special Discounts Extended Into June

JOIN US ON OUR ESCORTED
MOTORCOACH TOUR

14th-19th
Escorted\ by Jim & Jean Brown °

¢ Opryland and Reserved
Seats at the “Grand Ole

Opry”
® Paddle Wheel Dinner Cruise
¢ “Love My Country” Show,
Etc

LIMITED AVAILABILIY
CALL NOW!

$399 p.p.dbl.

. Jean
3220 Chili Ave, Brown
8$89-9090 Tavel

THINK SUMMER ...

Spend a Wonderful Day
(uly 27th) visiting
Niagara. on the Lake.
Including tickets to the musical
“A Connecticut Yankee”
Price $79.00 p.p.
(includes transportation,
lunch, and theatre tickets)
Space is limited so call today!

125 White Spruce Blvd. -

Southview Commons
(opposite MCC)

427-0920

1521 MONROE AVE. 271 0100

CRUISE il |
BERMUDA IlaEeytrint i

June 1-8 O”CIOBER 3 ‘!97

Cruise to Bermuda
aboard the new su-
perliner, Horizon.
R.T. from Rochester.
Call for our low, low
rates.




