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Faith in marriage
bolsters life together

By Barbara Ann Homick
Staff writer
hen Mary Rita Kurycki was a student at Our
Lady of Mercy High School, she found it
hard to believe a story told to her by one of the sisters.

The sister was talking about a friend who had been
happily married for many years, and professed that
she loved her husband more every day.

““I couldn’t imagine what she was talking about,”’
'recalled the former Mary Rita Kiereck. “‘I couldn’t In addition to re
think of a point beyond falling in love and getting their seven-year cent!
‘married. I just thought you fell in love and life goes ‘ and Ciare Schreibaenm
on.”’ . their third child r

‘But after what she called 17 ‘‘wonderful years™ ' T )
with her husband Bob, Mary Rita remarked, ‘‘Now [
know what she meant.”’ .

The Kuryckis, who have had four children and ex-

.perienced several lifestyle changes, admit that mar-
riage is hard work, but is not without its rewards.

And so it has been since the beginning of time.
Even the first couple, Adam and Eve, had to survive
the hardships of life outside of a Garden of Eden. But
through their shared lif¢ together, they began the
family of man. o

Throughout history, marriage has been the
cornerstone of life. From Abraham and Sarah to
. modern-day couples, men and women have felt the

need to love and be loved, and to secure that bond
with vows of marriage.
- Matrimonial customs have changed throughout the
ages, and from culture to culture. In primitive times
— and to this very day in some cultures —arranged
marriages were the norm. But as educational oppor-
tunities, individualism and geographic mobility in-
creased, society gravitatéd toward mutual free choice
— based on love and romantic attraction — as the
reason for taking a spouse. :

Along with freedom, however, comes its conse-
quences. The freedom to choose a partner can result
in the wrong choice, for example. Today, in fact, -
nearly half of marriages end in divorce. ~ ~ .°

- Continued on page 30
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