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Students deal with reality of war for first time 
By Barbara Ann Homick 
Staff writer 
• ROCHESTER — On the evening of 
Wednesday, Jkn. 16, the meaning of war 
leapt from the! pages of history books onto' 
television screens across* the country for 
teenagers too \ young to recall any of the 
United States'^earlier major conflicts. 

They, along with many ''other 
Americans, watched as the crisis in the 
Persian Gulf escalated into Operation 
Desert Storm. 

Peace protests 
won\tdo much 
good ^ they Just 
get soldiers' 
morale down. y 

Paul Burkat, senior 
Bishop Kearney 

Although a few. high school students 
interviewed by the Catholic Courier said 
that U.S.-led aHied troops should not have 
initiated an attack on Iraq, an overwhelm
ing number of students expressed support 
for President Bush's decision to use force. 

Many of the students who supported the 
allied" attack against Iraq were males who 
weie already or soon will-be 18-y ears-old. 
Nearly all the young men said they would 
be ready to fight for their country. 

Aquinas senior Kevin Smith said he was 
anxiously awaiting Feb. 18 — his 18th bir
thday — so he can fill out his Selective 
Service Registration Card. Smith said that 
if he were called up for service, he would 
"go in a second.'* 

Although Smith said he believed that the 
reason for the conflict was to restore 
freedom to the people of Kuwait, he added 
that, the United States had to take some ac
tion because of the nation's dependency on 
oil from the gulf region. 

Smith said he found it exciting to watch 
the military power of the United States in 
action, noting that he was sickened by pro
testers, whom he said still seem to be living 
in the Vietnam era. 

"Peace has been given a chance — now 
we are left with noi other choice," said 
Smith, who suggested that pepple put their 
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time and energy into supporting our ser
vicemen and women in the gulf. 

Bishop Kearney seniors Torji O'Brien 
and Dan Finnegan both said they supported 
the president 100 percent because they 
believed diat die United Statesl xl'ould only 
have to deal with Iraqi Preside it Saddam 
Hussein further dovin the road. Both 
youths, who know Kearney graduates cur
rently serving in the gulf region, 

The best thing 
to do is to go 
with our lives. 
The world has 
keep going or 

Ktis Petty, senior 
Aquinas 

said they 
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± 
would be Willing to fight if | they were 
called to-duty. j 

"If we get drafted, it's something we are 
going to have to live with," Finfaegan said. 

Although most students Interviewed 
supported the president, a ft|w students 
were finding it hard to rally ardjind the flag 
because of a belief that the United States 
doesn't belong in the war. 

Rick Staropoli, a McQuaid Senior, said 
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he had been tormented at school because he 
was a "loud minority." Staropoli, who 
participated in an anti-war demonstration 
at t|he Federal Building on Jan. 11 and 
wears a black armband at school, said he 
canjnot be silent. 

' 'I am not protesting," said the 17-year-
old student, who added that he participates 
in peace vigils whenever possible. "I 'm 
just remembering the dead.'' 

Staropoli added that if he were drafted he 
would apply for conscientious-objector 
status. If that attempt failed, he said he 
would choose between going to jail and 
fleeing to Canada. \ 

Kearney sophomore Tim Byrnes agreed 
with Staropoli's claims that the United 
States should not be fighting in the war. 

"It's only over oil," he said. "If it was 
an j African nation fighting another African 
najion, we wouldn't intervene because no 
important resources are involved." 

Principle, not oil, is at issue in the gulf 
war, stated Kearney senior Janet Roy, who 
said the president took every possible 
peaceful avenue to prevent a war. 

''Bush is setting an example. We have to 
skjnd "behind him whether we believe in 
war or not," Roy said. "The United Slates 
can't succeed without our support." 

Roy's classmate Eileen Jensen agreed. 
Although she said too many people are try
ing to link this war with the one in Viet-

Before last 
night it wasn't a 
reality. Now it is 
real. * 

senior Mark Petzing, 
Bishop Kearney 

exists, 
a 17-yea|r-old senior 

led allied 

nam, Jensen said no connectior 
Jennifer Holden 

alt Aquinas — said the U.S 
forces had to use might because sanctions 
and diplomacy were not workii g. 

"It's something we had to do," explain
ed Holden. "It scares me, thoi gh, because 
we only heard about the other wars. We 
have to live through uiis one 

"It's frightening that we arfe experienc 
ing this," added classmate Tammy Raab. 

Many students said they were optimistic 
that the allied forces will prevail. Aquinas 
junior Jason White said he didn't think the 
war will come down to the engagement of 
ground tropps. 

"There is no way we can lose this war," 
White said. "It's just a matter of how 
many lives will be lost." 

Kris Petty said he didn't think the war 
would last long enough fqr a draft to be 
necessary. "We are definitely going to 
win," said the Aquinas senior. 

Regardless of where they stood "on the 
issue, most students said they were amazed 
at hOw quickly events were breaking. All 
agrefed that tuning into news broadcasts as 
often as possible has become a daily 
routine. r 

McQuaid junior Eric Briggs said he 
never appreciated how swiftly action un
folded in an actual war. His only point of 
reference, he said, had been studying wars 
in history classes over a period of months. 

Briggs said he believed the allied troops 
would win the war decisively in no more 
thari two months. 

Classmate Todd Howe said he never 
watched so much news in his life. 

It's a long 
time coming. 
We are doing 
ifie right thing. 

Todd Howe, senior 
McQuaid 

"Everyone goes home from school and 
turns on the TV," said the McQuaid 
senior, who also noted that the topic of war 
is dominating conversations among his 
friends. 

the students who are most affected by 
th# outbreak of war are those with family 
members serving in the gulf. 

JSishop Kearney senior Mandy Darlak 
has a brother stationed on the U.S.S. 
Theodore Roosevelt. Although she said she 
didn't necessarily agree with the concept of 
war, the 18-year-old Darlak said stopping 
Saddam was something that had to be 
done. Darlak went so far in her support of 
the United States as to say that women 
should be drafted as well as men. 

"If we want equal rights, we should be 
drafted. I would definitely go ," said 
Darlak. 

Kearney sophomore Chris Schultheis 
said his father will be leaving for Saudia 
Arabia on Jan. 28. Although he said he 
wished the war could have been avoided, 
he said the United' States and its allied 
forces have to defend the world fromHic-
tators like Saddam. 

Whatever their opinions, students are 
constantly thinking i about the war, and 
schools are trying to support the youths 
With counselors and services. 

In addition to a prayer service on Jan. 
15, Bishop Kearney High School has 
broadcast daily news reports into its 
classrooms. McQuaid Jesuit High School 
celebrated a Mass for Peace on the day of 
the United Nations I deadline. School offi
cials at McQuaid' are announcing de
velopments in the war over the school's 
intercom system as they happen. 

Our Lady of Mercy High School's 
chapel is open to students who want to light 
dandles or say prayers-during the day, and 
Nazareth Academy, is selling buttons for 
peace and conducting prayer services. 

School officials also said they are en
couraging students to approach counselors 
and faculty members to voice any concerns 
they have over the war. 
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