g) Iong the way

New year beg:ms w:th ﬂurry of actlwty
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I hope ¢hat thése beginning days of 1991
~have beeni happy for you and yeur loved
ones.'And, if they have been difficult for
you in any way, I hope ‘that you haye
known the support of people who care
about you.
ese early days of the new year have
been quite busy and interesting for me. The
first project of the year was a trip to"Our
Lady of Florida, a retreat center in North
Palm Beach, for a meeting of our com-
mittee drafting a pastoral letter on the con-
cerns of women for the National Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops.

It was a'full and sometimes intense ses- -
sion that allowed‘ no time to enjoy the beau-
ty and warmth of the area. But we did ac-
complish a considerable amount and, I
hope, brought this lengthy process a
significant step closer to completion.

To participate in this ehdeavor has been
a wonderful experience:for me because 1
have learned a great deal from it. But we -
have been at it for several years now, and
all of the imembers of our committee an-
ticipate with some¢ joy the day when our
work will be finished.

Today, I went ta the Islamic Center on
Westfall Road to participate in a gathering
of peoplé from a wide variety of faith tradi-
tions. The purpose of our meeting was to
exphore the possibility of coming together
in a consistent manner to me better ac-
quainted with one another ‘?nd to work

I was quite pleased to participate in this
gathering and left with the feeling that
something imp6rtant had happened among
us. I.shall be looking forward to bulldmg
on what happened today.

Life hjas not been all meetings su;ce I last
prepared a column for the Catholic
Courier, After 1 celebrated the: Eucharist

withf'the inmates at the Monroe County Jail .
on Christmas morning, my mether and I

drove to the home of my sister and ¥
in-law jn Waterford, N.Y. Alf
Earlys were there, and so
friend, Father Tom Po
wonderful time.

As always it was a‘specxal joy t bﬁd&lﬂl
all of 'my nieces in the same place athe
same tifne. My head begins to spin after the
first hdur —they are beyond excxtmg' —
but I would not trade a minute of it. :The
only dlfﬁcullty I had was dealing with their
unanim¢us accusatiofi that when I write

them. '

You can imagine that they were not per-
suaded by my line of argumentation. At
one point jthey asked for space in my
column to{ell ‘“Our Side of the Story.”” I
agreed to that request, but thus far have not
sreceived their contnbutlon

Two other évents made thetholiddy time
especially festive. One was,the celebration
of my mother’s birthday on Dec. 27, and
the other was a Dec. 28 reunion with some
members of my ordination class from the
North Ameri¢an College. Both events pro-
vided privileged occasions to thank God
for family and friends, and for all of tlme
good things they do for us.

Now the Christmas season is nearly
over, and our community of faith moves
into the r. of ordinary time. Among.

' ‘other thi gs‘I take that to mean that we’

witnessito~and live it as best we, can our
| ifaith that our God is a God who i close to

us, cares about us and trusts us to hold
others in. the same regard in which Jesus
holds us.

Peacetoall.

'ﬁhmugh his baptism, Jesus embraced humamty

By Fatlneﬁinobert Scott Bourcy
Diocesan Liturgical Commission .

Do thie following expressions sound fa-
miliar: ‘‘Let’s get going!;”’ ‘“Come on, 1
haven’t, got all day!;”’ or “‘I'ye only got
two hands?”’

Our lives can become so busy that that
we don't even *‘stop to smell the roses.’

During the busy days of Christmas, I
paused with friends on the Feast of the

ty for their li

What doemeay te us who are baptiz-
ed and whehave children baptized? Does
the sage of tHe long-awaited- servant

{ andfeacher speak to §? Or are our lives so

ed with activity and frenzy that we do
w?t stop and smell the roses, pray and be
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