
Christ is the light shining inour darkness 
"But there will be no gloom for those J M B H H i l i ^ ^ k ^ <A a n d the northern kingdom. This terriblt 

that were in anguish. In the former time he 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun 
and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter 
time he will make glorious the way of the 
sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 
the nations. 

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who dwelt in 
a land of deep darkness, on them light has 
shined. You have multiplied the nation, you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice before 
you as with joy at the harvest, as people re
joice when dividing plunder. For the yoke 
of their burden, and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you 
have broken as on the day of Midian. For 
all the boots of the tramping warriors and 
all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, a son 
given to us; authority rests upon his shoul
ders; and he is named: 

'Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.' 

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace for the 
throne of David and his kingdom. He will 
establish and uphold it with justice and 
with righteousness from this time onward 
and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will do this." 

Isaiah 9:1-7, NSRV translation 
• • • 

By Father Thomas M. Rosica, CSB 
Guest contributor 

A year ago, it seemed that a whole new 
world order was beginning with the 
momentous changes that swept across 
Eastern Europe. The new freedom from 
totalitarian communist regimes was indeed 
a tremendous gift for the peoples of 
Eastern Europe and for the whole world. 

One year later, our world is on the brink 
of yet another war. For the past four 
months, not a day has gone by without 
some mention of violence 
and destruction in
volving the major 
world powers assem
bled together in the 
lands of the Bible. 

Even as I write 
words from Jerusalem, 
uncertain as to if and 
war" shall break out. 

these 
we are 

when this "world 
Some days the 

rhetoric from all sides involved in the Per
sian Gulf crisis leaves one bewildered or 
terribly frightened. At the same time, the 
world has looked on with horror at the vio
lence taking place on a daily basis in Israel 
and in the Holy City of Jerusalem. True 
justice, freedom and peace have not yet 
visited these Holy Lands. 

The beautiful text of Isaiah 9:1-7, which 

has come 
to be associated 
with the Christmas mid
night liturgy, is a good reflection 
for us at this time. The prophet offers to 
a world steeped in darkness and on the brink 
of war a word of hope and consolation dur
ing these days of longing and waiting for the 
Prince of Peace. 
A land of deep darkness 

Immediately preceding chapter nine, 
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Isaiah's 
testimony has 
built up a frightening 
picture of the darkness and 
distress about to descend upon both Judah 

terrible 
fate has befallen the people because King 
Ahaz and his people have clearly rejected 
the Word of God (see Isaiah 7:10-12, 8:6a), 
and the Lord has declared that he will hide 
his face from the house of Jacob (8:17) as 
an indication of his dismay and anger. 

People's hearts are darkened, and their 
spirits are greatly disturbed. They become 
enraged and curse their sinful king and the 
God whom they have forsaken. Whether 
they turn their faces upward or cast their 
eyes down to the earth, they see only dis
tress and darkness, while they themselves 
are thrust into deep darkness (see Exodus 
10:22 and Deuteronomy 28:29). 

Such darkness penetrates right into the 
heart and soul, rendering the continuation 
of human life impossible. But that darkness 
and distress were not Isaiah's last words. 
Precisely upon this land has shown a great 
light. A recurring theme in the Scriptures 
is the fact that God acts in the unexpected 
context, in the unexpected place, in the un
expected time, in the unexpected way. Once 
again that has happened in Israel's history. 
The great light 

Chapter nine stands in total contrast to 
chapter eight. Isaiah now proclaims a mes
sage of hope and consolation, as darkness 
and gloom give way to light and joy. The 
great light coming decisively into this pro
found darkness tears people from their 
confusion and emptiness, from the vio
lence and tyranny of the oppressor. On the 
inhabitants of a country in the shadow dark 
as death, light has blazed forth! Yahweh 
alone shall bring about joy and peace for all 
people! 
Child of light and peace 

The description of the royal birth in 9:6 
is similar to those found in coronation 
rescripts of the Egyptian Pharaohs. The 

royal child will possess the wisdom of 
Solomon, the valor and piety of 

David, me great virtue of Moses 
and the patriarchs (11:2). 

The birth of this child 
has consequences 

both social and 
political., The 
kingdom of- the 

future will be characterized above all 
by justice and righteousness — in 

glaring contrast to Isaiah's con
temporary Judah (see 5:7) and 

indeed to every human king
dom in some degree. The 
virtues of judgment, 

justice and righteousness 
(9:7) that sustain the Davidic 

throne are beautifully summed 
up in the word "Shalom," whose 

Hebrew root means wholeness, harmony 
and completion. As a result of this new 
king's reign, people will live in harmony 

Continued on page 15 

Give your pennies and 
quiet money to 

CdMedth's 

Children's 
Christmas 

Monies raised are used to purchase toys that area hospitals give year-round, to 
children who undergo ambulatory surgery or are hospitalized overnight. 

191 East Ave. Rochester, New York 14604 
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HOUSE OF GUITARS 
Most New Album and Tape R e l e a s e s J u s t $ 5 . 9 8 & $ 6 . 9 8 

CD's From $3.98 to $11.98 Each 

The winner was Carolyn Coffey of 
Red Jacket School, Manchester, NY. 

We received 6 correct entries identify
ing Randy Backman as the songwriter 
who co-wrote the song Takin Care of 
Business. MUSIC TRIVIA 

This week's question: 

What song by the Eurythmics 
was #7 for only 1 week in 1983? 

A: 

Name: 
Address:. 

City: State: 
Zip Code: 

School: 

Rules: 
Each week, the Catholic Courier, in conjunction with the House of 

Guitars will feature a Music Trivia contest. All you have to do to enter is 
answer the question, fill in your name and address and the school you 
attend (if applicable), cut out the coupon and send it in to the Catholic 
Courier. If more than one correct entry is received, a drawing will be 
held and one winning entry will be drawli. 

If yours is the winning entry, you will be mailed a coupon for a free 
album or tape of your choice redeemable at the House of Guitars, 645 
Titus Ave. 

All entries must be received within seven days of this paper's issue 
date. Winning names and answers will be printed the week following 
each drawing. 

The Catholic Courier 
Music Trivia 

11 SO Buffalo Rd. 
Rochester. NT 14624 

Thursday, December 27 , 1 9 9 0 


