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Appeal monies help fam:ly seek better future

By Lee Strong
Staff writer

ROCHESTER — In May, 1989, the
Jimenez family was trapped in a
nightmare.

Just a few weeks earlier, Ramiro and
Maria Jimenez and their seven children
were-living in Texas. They were offered
jobs as migrant workers in New York
state, and were told that — as part of the
job — they would have use of a home. The
Jimenezes had to leave immediately,
though.

The couple decided to move to New
York, Maria said, because so few jobs
were available in Texas.

‘“There was very little work, and they
hired people from Mexico,”’ explained
Maria, a native of Texas. “They could pay
them less.”’

So Ramiro and Maria packed their
children into a small car, leaving little
room for extra clothing and no furniture.
Meanwhile, Maria — who had to do all the
driving — was seven months pregnant.

When they arrived at the farm near

- Brockport, the Jimenezes discovered that

their new home was a small trailer. And
then they were told that they couldn’t stay
long because their children — all under
eight years of age at the time — were t00
young to work. In addition, the Jimenezes
found out that, under state regulations,
their family was too large to live in the
trailer.

Forced to leave the trailer with no
money, the Jimenezes were desperate.

“It was terrible,”” Maria said. ‘‘We
didn’t know where we were going to, and
we couldn’t go back to Texas. We just
wanted to work."”’

Their quest for assistance eventually led
to the Catholic Family Center’s Rehousing
Assistance Program. The program —
which has helped more than 200 families
find housing in the past year — ug;s funds
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1 want to help the needy of the Diocese of Rochester.
Here is my contribution to the 1990 Christmas Appeal.

Christmas Appeal, Diocese of Rochester
1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, New York 14624
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The Jimenez family — (from left, first row) Alicia, Pedro, Delia, Gladys, (sec-

ond row) Juan, Ramiro Jr., Ramiro Sr., Maria and Veronica —gather in their
Rochester home.

from the Catholic Courier-Social Ministry
Christmas Appeal to help meet emergency
needs not met through regular-assistance
programs.

The Jimenez family clearly qualified for
emergency assistance. according to Nan

manager with the CFC program. Morgan
helped the Jimenezes get public assistance
and find emergency housing.

emergency food, she also helped locate
furniture and appropriate clothing for the
Jimenezes. Morgan also helped enroll the
children in schools.

ing from complications due to her
pregnancy, Maria was unable to work very
much. That meant Ramiro would have to
take on more of the child-care duties.

Pedro Jimenez peers through the I S
stair railing in his new home, which Meanwhile, because they were living in
— unlike the family’s previous dwell- Rochester, the Jiminezes had to get up at 5

ings — has a bathroom and more | am.every day to arrive for work on time.
than one room. . Addmg to their- difﬁculties, Maria was

unable to return to the house after the baby
was born because it was infested with bats
and the Department of Social -Services
would not aliow the family to have a
newborn in the house.

Forced to move, they later lost thelr next
home because of housing code violations. -

Finally, Morgan found the Jimenezes
another house. This time, the family’s for-
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to work part-time at a department store.
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STATE ____ ZIP |

e

PLEASE SEND CHECK ONLY__

That job may become full-time.
*‘My husband is not the kind of man who
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Morgan, a housing consultant case |

In addition to providing the family with |

But the family's woes continued. Suffer- .
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Veronica, the newest member of the
Jimenez family, was born in Roch-
ester last year.

wants to stay at the house,”” Maria explain-
ed. **He needs to be doing something.””

As soon as Ramiro settles into his full-
time job, Maria said she plans to look for
work as well. Despite the problems they 've
had, the couple wants to remain in Roch-
ester, she said.

1 said, ‘I'm not going to.go back (to
Texas) and go through all this again."™
Maria said. ‘‘I've got to stay for the
children.™

Maria noted that the house they are cur-
rently living in is far better than their
previous home in Texas. *‘We can take
baths,"" she explained. *‘It’s a lot warmer.
There's a bathroom There’s more than
one room.’

In addition, Maria, who has a 10th-grade
education, - said she is impressed by the
schools in Rochester. She hopes that a
good education will keep her children from
the hardships she has faced.

“I'm concerned that they get some col-
lege or some training so they won’t be
migrant workers,’” Maria said. ‘*You can
only make a little bit of money and take it
back to Texas and wait for the radio to say
there’s jobs."’

Grateful for the help the family has
received, Maria tries to help other migrant
workers who have come up from the
southwest and Mexico by serving as a
translator.

As for the help they. received from the
Catholic Family Center’s rehousing pro-
gram, Maria simply said, ‘“Without that,
we would have just folded our hands. We
could do nothing.”

“A too-little-appreciated treasure

-It’'s a gem."”’

uniqueness. It is the only resource of its kind.

the Church year.

bookstores in Rochester.
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| 1991 Catholic Almanac

Every priest should have one! Every Catholic family should have one.

Year after S'ear critics praise the Catholic Almanac for its completeness, accuracy, and

gious events, speeches, and decisions occurring in the Catholic Church.
The Almanac contains the addresses of Catholic charities, information on the saints and
clergy, excerpts from the latest documents from the Vatican, and a comprehensive calendar of

The 1991 Catholic Almanac is available at Logos, The Olive Branch, and Trants

To order your Catholic Almanac by mail, fill out the coupon below and send it to the
Catholic Courier. All orders must be received by January 4th, 1991.
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of the Catholic Church in the U.S.

— Archbishop John P. Foley

Each edition keeps you up-to-date on vital reli-

LPaymem must accompany order. Make checks payable

I 1991 Catholic Almanac |
' 1150 Buffalo Road '
ll Rochester, New York 14624 N II
Yes, please send me:

:' ____ copy(ies) of the 1991 Catholic Almanae, no. 265 kivar, at $15.95 each. l:
' _____ copy(ies) of the 1991 Catholic Almanac, no. 266, cloth, at $18.95 cach. ll
}l Subtotal $ + $200 Shipping/handling = Total § _ ll
'| Name ‘ l '
Il Address Apt. ll
) l' City State Zip ll
' Telephone ( ) " 'l

l w the Catholic Courier. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery

FOR CHILDREN ...

Christmas should be a time of joy and
wonder. Unfortunately some children will
not feel that joy or experience that wonder.

The staff and management of Durfee
Chevrolet Olds Geo wants to help brighten
Christmas for those children who are less
Jortunate than our own. We are asking your .
help in this endeavor by offering a 15% dis-
count off the retail price of parts and service
labor* up to $100.00 to anyone who brings
in a new or clean and usable second hand
toy from now until December 21st. All the
toys will be donated to a charity organiza-
tion in our area.

If you should not need parts or service at this
time, we will issue to you a certificate for the
discount good for any time in the future.

From all of us to all of you, we wish you the
Merriest of Holiday Seasons.

DURFEE CHEVROLET-OLDS-GEO
5035 Ridge Rd. West

352-3434 ® 352-3430

* Excludes insurance work and some accessory packages.
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