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THATCHER RESIGNS — An un
identified woman on the streets 
of London reads a newspaper 
story concerning the Nov. 22 
resignation of Britain's Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher. 

W 
Prefect explains veto of degree 

MILWAUKEE (CNS) - One Vatican 
agency denied Archbishop Rembert G. 
Weakland of Milwaukee an honorary 
degree because another Vatican agency, 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith, had not yet evaluated a controversial 
report on abortion that the archbishop sent 
to it last May, said Archbishop Pio Laghi. 

In a letter dated Nov. 22 arid released in 
Milwaukee J£oy.,2$, Afchbkshop Laghi, 
head, of the Vatican Congregation for 
Catholic Education, apologized for not 
having contacted Archbishop Weakland 
before wiUiholdingapproval of the degree, 
which die Cadiolie theology faculty of the 
Uiii*ersity of Fr|w>urg-in Switzerland had 
planned to bestow on hini;Nov. 15. , 

Archbishop. Laghi, wb> until earlier, this 
year was. Vatican ambassador to the United 
States, also expressed-regret-for "die pain 
you have suffered" and said, it was 
''inadvertently caused.'' 

He described his congregation's decision 
as an act of "prudent patience" and said he 
was sorry it was "so negatively received." 

The University of Fribourg's theology 
faculty, which is pontifically chartered, 
had proposed Archbishop Weakland as one 
of five individuals to receive honorary 
degrees during ceremonies marking the 
university's centenary and 100 years of 
Catholic social teaching. He was cited for 
his leadership in developing the U.S. 
bishops' 1986 national pastoral letter on 
the U.S. economy. 

Since the degree was to be given by a 
pontifical institute, the Congregation for 
Catholic Education had veto power over it. 

There has been no public indication that 
Archbishop Weakland is under investiga
tion by the doctrinal congregation or that it 
asked him for his report on abortion, 
written after six "listening sessions" in 
which he asked women of the Milwaukee 
archdiocese for their views on abortion and 
related issues. 

In a chronology released Nov. 10, after 
news of the denial of a degree broke, the 
Milwaukee archdiocese said Archbishop 
Weakland sent copies of his report to the 

Church of England over women bishops 
By Robert Noweli 
Catholic News Service 

LONDON — A Church of England 
committee set up five years ago to consider 
whether a woman could be a bishop has 
been unable to agree on an answer, reflec
ting the division within the church. 

The panel has agreed, however, that 
once women priests are accepted, it would 
be difficult to say they could not become 
bishops. The Church of England's general 
synod will decide in 1992 whether women 
can be ordained to the priesthood. 

The 11-member group included Bishop 
George Carey of Bath and Wells, England, 
who in January will succeed Archbishop 
Robert Runcie of Canterbury as spiritual 
head of die worldwide Anglican commu

nion. Bishop Carey favors women's or
dination. 

Anglican churches are autonomous 
bodies within a worldwide spiritual union, 
and most do not allow women to be ordain
ed as priests. Some, such as the U.S. Epis
copal Church and Anglican churches in 
Canada, Hong Kong, Brazil and New 
Zealand, allow women priests. The U.S. 
and New Zealand churches have women 
bishops. 

The scope of die committee's work was 
expanded beyond the question of women 
bishops to include the nature and function 
of bishops in the church. The bulk of the 
group's 354-page report, "Episcopal Min
istry," consists of a survey on that broader 
topic. 

The group saw the bishop's role as 
threefold: providing pastoral leadership for 
the local Christian community; maintain
ing contact with leaders of other local 
Christian communities; and continuing the 
succession of leaders from the time of the 
apostles. 

The group also defended die presence of 
bishops in me House of Lords, Britain's 
upper house of die legislature, where 
nobility and high-ranking clergy sit as 
voting members. Twenty-five of the 
Church of England's 44 heads of dioceses 
sit as Lords Spiritual in me House, and die 
report reiterated a 1970 recommendation 
that other churches should be represented 
there as well. 

doctrinal congregation in late May and had 
received no response. 

In his Nov. 22 letter Archbishop Laghi 
said: "Since you had sent mat text to die 
Congregation for me Doctrine of me Faith, 
I had to await meir evaluation of it. Given 
the importance of me issue of abortion and 
its pastoral consequences, it was mought 
mat it would not be opportune to ignore or 
appear to prejudge it, and dierefore me 
'nihil obstat' (official clearance) to the 
honorary degree was withheld.'' 

Apologizing for not contacting Ar
chbishop Weakland before his congrega
tion took action, Archbishop Laghi said: 
"I prefer the way of dialogue. I think you 
know mat mat is my normal style. 
However, in mis case there were delays 
beyond my control, and die university was 
naturally pressing for a reply.'' 

He said the currendy required pro
cedures for clearing a pontifical honorary 
degree are "complex and ponderous" and 
mat his congregation "tried to satisfy with 
appropriate dialogue as many of (me in
volved) parties as we could." 

He added mat "but for me pressure of 
time we would have dialogued widi you 
too." 

After the Vatican agency refused 
clearance for honorary degrees to Ar
chbishop Weakland and to a South African 
Dominican theologian, Fatiier Albert 
Nolan, die university faculty decided to 
grant no honorary degrees at its centenary 
ceremonies "to make it very clear that 
Rome's decision was unacceptable." 
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Christmas 
Trees 

Austrian Pine • White Pine 
• Douglas Fir • Scotch Pine 

$19.95 and up 
3455 Rush-Mendon Rd. (Rt. 351) 

between Clover St. and W. Bloomfield Rd. 
2-5 Weekdays, 10-5 Sat. & Sun. 624-4090 
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• Companions . OF ROCHESTER 
• Community Healtii Nursing 
• Private Duty Nursing 
• Pediatric Nursing 
• PRI Screening For Nursing 
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288-7560 
An Affiliate Of Visiting Nurse Service NYS Licensed Home Care Agency 

Compact snowblower, 
compact price. 

Aliens ST2 + 2 Standard Sno*Thro" is IKJH «n sale. This 
dlkterri two-Mage SmnThro is America's #1 rated c«m-
pai'l snowhtuwer according l« a leading consumer publi
cation. Features include: 

• 2-siage power — throws snow 3' to 25' 
• Self-propelled action 
• 20" snow clearing width 
• 5 year limited warranty 

Prices start at 

CAR k£NS 
So« and Serviced By: 

. 420 SENECA RD. 
SERVICE AND SUPPLY

 w 671-7284 

INVITATION TO REPARATION 
MAKE THE FIVE 

1st Saturdays of Reparation 
Fr. Albert Shamon, Author, Lecturer, Columnist, invites 
you to listen to the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ 
on the following stations every Sunday. WAUB-1590 Au
burn, 12:30 p.m.; WSSW-99FM Seneca Falls, 6:15 p.m.; 
and WGVA-1240 Geneva, 7:45 a.m. 

Our Lady of Victory 
210 Pleasant St., Downtown Rochester 

Rosary & Mass, 10 a.m. • Sacrament of Penance, 11:30 a.m. 

St. Alphonsus 
95 East Genesee St., Auburn, N.Y. 

Sacrament of Penance, 9 a.m. - Rosary & Mass, 10 a.m. 

OR MAKE FIVE FIRST SATURDAYS ON YOUR OWN. 
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