Fape— W WE e STee L W

e O A T

T WRSTET T IRer Al TR w«‘ﬂ e

PSR eS  e g o Mwmwwm%mmw,> D e e R - - - .
g e i ag Sttt S vy ey | 7 ‘w nr“‘}l&ﬂ‘i""vf "' PR R PR

‘Aunt Mary’
reaches out
to children

By Barbara Ann Homick
Staff writer

ROCHESTER — Although Mary Han-
nick never married and had children of her
own, she is ‘‘Aunt Mary”’ or ‘‘Grandma
Hannick’’ to hundreds of children. .

Friends and colleagues recently honored
the St. Anne’s parishioner for “‘the heart-
felt caring and strength she gives to
children with disabilities’> by making a
_ room-naming grant—totahng more than
$35,000 — in her name at the Mary
Cariola Children’s Center.

The center’s new wing was built in 1987,
and last year the agency’s board of direc-
tors moved to dedicate one of its rooms in
Hannick’s name. Since the Oct. 16 dedica-
tion, the room is being used as a classroom
for 11 multiply handicapped young adults
between the ages of 14 and 21.

Mary Cariola, who died in 1987, found-
ed the center in 1949 after becoming
outraged that no facilities existed in Roch-
ester to serve her developmentally disabled
nephew. The agency — originally known
as the Daycare Training Center for Han-
dicapped Children — is part of the Al Sigl

Center, which houses seven other -

autonomous rehabilitative facilities.

As she walked though the halls on a re-
cent visit, the 80-year-old Hannick stopped
to talk to the children, most of whom she
knows by name. ‘‘Chin up,”’ she said to

one. “‘Get better now, honey,’” to another.' -

Chosen as one of Mary Cariola’s
original board members, Hannick has been
an important part of the center for 35
years. Although she cannot work with the
center’s young clients because of her role
on the board, she expresses great concern
for the center’s children. A board member
is encouraged not to get personally in-
volved with the children so policy deci-
sions won’t be clouded by emotion.

Elisa Root, Mary Cariola’s community
liaison coordinator, said that a board
member at the center has to have a clearly
defined role.

She said, however, that since Hannick is

“The most impressive candidates
are Supreme Court Justice Pine and
Judge Aronson of Canandaigua ...”
**Qur support for Aronson is based
on more than simply provincial con-
siderations. Aronson is a scholarly
jurist who has demonstrated a ca-
pacity for maturity and fairness in
nine years on the bench in Canan-
daigua City court. He can be firm,
yet compassionate, a quality which
should be regarded as an asset in a
judge whose Supreme Court case-
load predominantly would involve
divorce and other family problems.

We wouid prefer to endorse a third
candidate, but it is difficuit to distin-
guish between the four remaining
aspirants.

We do not hesitate, however, to
recommend Elizabeth W. Pine and
Stephen D. Aronson. They clearly
impress us as the two best choices
to sit on the state Supreme Court.”

The Daily Messenger, Oct. 22, 1890
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Mary Hannick reaches out to Teresa Boner, 15, one of the 11 mulitiply handicapped young adults who use the

Cariola Children’s Center classroom dedicated in Hannick’s name.

comfortable with the children, she is an
extra special asset to the center. :

Hannick, whom Root called ‘‘ageless,”’
retired in 1971 -from the Genesee
Settlement House where she served as di-
rector for 25 years. Since then, the former
social worker said she has been busier than
ever.

In addition to her devotion to the Mary
Cariola Center, Hannick has been involved
with many other social weifare organiza-
tions over the years. During World War II,
she served overseas for 18 months as a
hospital social worker for the American
Red Cross.

Before becoming director of the Genesee

_ Settlement House, she served as director of
“the Charles Settlement House for eight

years. Past memberships include the board
of directors of DePaul Mental Health Ser-
vices, the long-range planning committee
for the Health Association of Rochester,
the executive committee of the Women’s
Council for the Rochester Chamber of
Commerce, and the board of directors of
the YWCA.
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Advertisement
HOLY SAHARA DESERT!!!

You have been sermonized, editorialized,
and advertised to death lately, on the need
for YOU to help our nation reduce our for-
eign oil dependency, through conservation,
insulation, thermostat set backs, and other
measures, not all convenient, and some-
times impossible Everyone wants to help
the situation, and the country. The ways
YOU (it’s always you), can help, are many

- and varied, some difficult, and some naturat
and easy. Some of us have not really thought
about getting RELIGION in the energy are-
na. In this area SAVIOUR might well be
spelled SAVE-YOUR, because each bit of
savings eontributes to the whole, but can
also save money for you.

LORD KNOWS | HAVE RELIGIOUS-
LY TRIED TO SAV-YOUR MONEY ON
ENERGY FOR A LONG TIME!
For many years | have advertised efficiency
products; CRETE CORE BUILDING
BLOCKS, FOIL RAY REFLECTIVE IN-
SULATION, SOLID STATE HEATING
RADIANT CEILING HEATERS,
*“ENERJOY HEAT PANELS’. Now in
1990 two products offer energy saving posi-
tively, and guaranteed. PETRO-PLUS for
dnmlncledmonofharmful automobile

\\\X\\\\\\\\\\\\

A A A A R R R R R R R R R
R R A R R R Y

NNON

.
NN

Z
7

Z
7
Z
Z
7
7
Z
z
Z
z
Z

%
7
a
7

AN

for soft feeling and soft acting water, and
scale free piping and water heaters. Scale
free plumbing uses less energy. I have a ser-
mon on energy savings worth hearing. Cail

me.
Environmental Magnetic
Technologies
Charlie J. Dispenza
Cohocton, New York
1-800-836-8214
or ﬁ6-38+5110
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In 1968, she was named social worker of
the year by the National Association of
Social Workers, and she was presented the
key to the city of Rochester in 1971 and
1974. In 1986, she received the YWCA
award for community service.

For 10 years now, Hannick has been a
board member of the Catholic Family
Center and a member of the advisory board
of the Social Work Committee at Nazareth
College. She also still serves on the board
of the United Way of Monroe County and
is vice president of the board of the Vol-
unteers of Amierica of Western New York.

Hannick refuses to take all the credit for
her numerous accomplishments, insisting
that the many people who have touched her
life have brought about her success.

day is Mariana Santiago, a 10-year-old girl
Hannick has known since the child’s birth.
While visiting a/friend who was in Panama
with the Peace Corps over 15 years ago,
the social worker met Mariana’s mother,
Isaura, and arranged to bring her to the
United States. Since then the two women
have been close friends.

“I was like (Isaura’ s) surrogate
mother,”’ said Hannick.

Practically since she learned to talk,
" Mariana has referred to Hannick as *‘Tia,”’
which is Spanish for aunt. Now a fifth-
grade student at Nazareth Hall, Mariana
said she loves spending time with her
‘“‘aunt’’ because Hannick helps her with
her homework and* helps her with such
skills as being confident. The pair spends
almost every weekend together, and Han-

One of the special people in her life to-

Babette G. Augustin/Staff photogﬁoher

nick said the energetic girl keeps her -

young.

*‘She keeps me up-to-date on what’s go-
ing on with the New Kids on the Block,”’
Hannick joked.

Another person who has known Hannick
for many years is Don Burke, executive di-
rector at the Mary Cariola Center for the
past 20 years. Burke said the center’s new
room could not have been named for a
better person. Every board of directors
should have a Mary Hannick, he said.

*‘Mary keeps the board focused on peo-
ple. We have a variety of issues we have to
deal with, including the budget, but Mary
brings us back to the real reason why we
are here — the kids,”’ said the veteran di-

. rector.

Dan Myers, president of the Al Sigl
Center, noted that children with special
needs have been Hannick’s special love.

‘“Not a day goes by that ‘Aunt Mary,’ as
she’s known to hundreds of families who
have adopted her, is not talking about,
writing to, or doing for a child or family,"’
the president observed during the
classroom dedication ceremony.

Hannick plans to keep bringing her
special touch to the community, and has no
intention of slowing down. Even though
she said her work is satisfying enough,
Hannick added that it is nice to be recog-
nized for her accomplishments.

“I’s wonderful that these things (the
dedication) happen before you die,”” she
said. ‘“The community hasn’t forgotten
about me, and I feel very fortunate about
ﬂ’at."
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MARRIED COUPLES - Why not give a gift to
yourselves that lasts?
For reservations/info. - call
DENIS & CHARLENE LEPEL 328-1260
W/E Dates Nov. 9-11, Dec. 7-9
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FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Peter W. Giullari, Jr. | thpPl’uun Michael P. Perotio
Personalized service in the community
since 1922.

M25 Lexiogion Avenoe  Rochester, NY 14606
conveniently located near 390

(715) 254-5400

Senior Citizen Days
Every Monday & Tuesday
*1.00 off any service

#3.00 off any perm
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342-9011
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