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Synod reaffirms priestly celibacy

By Agostino Bono
Catholic News Service .

VATICAN CITY — A monthlong Synod
of Bishops has handed Pope John Paul I 41
proposals. for priestly formation, basically
reaffirming traditional practices and stress-
ing their improvement.

Included was strong support for man-
datory celibacy in the Latin-rite priest-
hood. Isolated voices among the 235 synod
delegates had asked for the ordination of °
qualified mafried men.

Support by synod delegates was also
given to the minor seminary ‘‘as a valid in-
strument’’ of vocational formation, to de-
veloping the major seminary as a ‘‘true
house of formation,”’ and to a special spiri-
tual or academic preparatory year for
major seminarians.

Major seminarians generally are those in
the final years of preparation for the priest-
hood after college.

Other points favored by the synod were:
participation of qualified women in sem-
inary formation, seminary programs
tailored to the ‘‘demands and necessities of
a particular culture,”” and use of
psychological testing in seminaries.

Regarding vocations, the proposals

sought a greater role for the laity through a
strong Christian family life and by de-
veloping strong Catholic schools and par-
ishes.
The synod also favored ongoing forma-
tion programs and asked that a directory of
available programs and guidelines for such
programs be published.

The proposals were approved Oct. 27 by
two-thirds majority. They are for the

pope’s use in preparing a post-synodal
document. _

The synod has no decision-making
powers, but the pope promised at the
synod’s close Oct. 28 that ‘‘the proposals
and programs’’ would be ‘‘speedily put
into effect.””

Developing the synod blueprint on
priestly formation was the result of 215
floor speeches, debates in small working
groups and voting on the proposals that
survived the monthlong process. The
synod started Sept. 30.

Although several bishops favored or-
daining married men in the Latin rite, the
majority opposed this and passed a resolu-
tion reaffirming the need for obligatory
celibacy in the Latin church, composed of
almost 90 percent of the 906 million
Catholics worldwide.

Most Eastern rites allow the ordination

of married men, but bishops in those rites

are chosen from the celibate clergy.

‘“The celibate state of life is a precious
gift of God that perfectly suits the image of
the priest,”” said the summary of the pro-
posals.

Shortly after the synod voted to reaffirm
celibacy, the pope thanked delegates for
their decision and branded calls for ordain-
ing married men as ‘‘systematic propagan-
da hostile to priestly celibacy.”’

Ordaining married men ‘‘is not to be
taken into consideration’’ to solve the
vocations problem, the pope said.

Synod officials at the news conference
said delegates reaffirmed celibacy to

‘counter interpretations that the pope was

alone in promoting it and to erase any false
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impressions among seminarians and priests
that it would be changed.

One advocaté of ordaining married men
was Bishop Lawrence Burke of Nassau,
Bahamas, who jsuggested this a$ a way to
overcome the priest shortage, wlt:ich is de-
nying the sacraments to many believers.

Se%eral Third World bishops also raised
the issue, asking that the natural leaders of
their Chnstwf communities, many of
whom are married, be ordained.

Cardinal Aloisio Lorscheider of For-
taleza, Brazil, ted further controversy
by giving an| interview to an Italian
Catholic magazine saying that the pope
already had apérovedf the ordination of two
married men in Brazil on condition that
they and their |wives live as brother and
sister. _ ‘

Cardinal Lorscheider’s interview spark-
ed a Vatican press release saying the pope
had granted ission in ‘‘an extremely
limited number;of cases’’ and only on con-
dition that the jwife and children were in
agreement and [that the priest and his wife
lived in separate households.

Mandatory celibacy was questioned even
though the pope had reaffirmed celibacy
prior to the s§:od and asked that it be
discussed onl)i in the light of ways to
strengthen its commitment.

Before ending, the synod published a
‘“‘Message to tlhe People of God,” which
expressed hope that its suggestions would
help form priésts ready to face today’s
‘‘challenges| and difficulties’’ in
evangelization ‘

These include ‘‘religious indifference,.

materialism, ' verty and injustice, an in-
creasing gap bétween rich and poor nations
and classes, fzﬁmily difficulties,’’ said the

message.

Continued on page 23
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‘MIRACLE’ BABY — Janet

Kilpatrick, left, kisses her son
Weston as they leave the Loma
Linda University Medical
Center in San Bernandino,
California Oct. 19, for their
home in Redlands. While
awaiting a heart transplant at
the hospital, Weston grew a
portion of his heart that he
needed and hence did not need
the operation. ‘
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November only

Make this the Holiday Season to “‘Keep the
Family Together Forever’’ Life moves
rapidly nowadays and there is so little time
spent with our families. Take the
opportunity and express your love with a
professional portrait

all now for an appoitment
201 Wilsonia Rd » 482-4331

“WHEN ITS FEELINGS THAT COUNT!"’
THE STREET OF SHOPPES
1600 Ridge Road West (716) 663-5085

THE BEST IN ADVENT
READING FROM LOGOS

THE SHEPHERD ... a profoundly moving tale of faith and
redemption whose message is needed now more than ever. The
Shepherd is one book you’'ll never forget.

The Shepherd is available at Logos Bookstore for the low cost
of $15.95 in Hard Cover. Stop in for your copy today, or mail
L in the attached coupon to: Logos Bookstore, THE STREET

~ OF SHOPPES, 1600 Ridge Rd. West, Rochester, N.Y. 14615

Please send me my copy of THE SHEPHERD. Enclosed is $

i , (each Hardcover Book $15.95 + 7% sales tax).
l Please include $1.65 (first book) postage & handling, 75¢ each additional book. Make check or
| money order payable to Logos Bookstore, or include your VISA or MasterCard # on order blank.
' Name ‘
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" CRANDALL
HEARING INSTRUMENTS

“28 Years of Service”’
Profsjsional Heaiing Aid Services
“We service all your hearing aid needs”

Over|30 Makes and 300
Models to Choose From

¢ Canal Aids (As seen on TV)

* “Presidential Aid”’-As worn by former
Presidett Reagan

* Noise Reduction Aids-Reduces back-
ground noise up to 75%

e Fully ﬁutomatic Aids-No tubes, no
wires, no cord, no batteries, no volume control

[ ELECTRONIC HEARING AID TEST
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS — NO CHARGE
CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-4211012 -
 GREECE o HO
1577 Ridge Rd. West
(716)865-4311 -
P g
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NEWARK  ° HORNELL -
~ 165 E. Union St: 40 Federation Bldg.
- (315)331-6161 (607)324-4171

Hearing tests are conducted forithe express purpose of making the selection and adaptation of
haarlnq instrumentation and not for the medical diagnosis ofg hearing loss. g
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