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Guidance available to help with understanding Bible 
By Father Paul Cuddy 
Courier columnist 

Although the Bible is the word of God, 
nothing has divided Christians so much as 
that Holy Book. The free-wheeling inter­
pretations that pervade many confident 
souls is the reason for this. 

The weirdest, interpretation I«ver came 
across was at the Midtown Mall in 
downtown Rochester in July, 1978. Our 
Legion of Mary set up a booth for a week 
to display religious articles and disseminate 
information to passers-by. I spent five 
hours at the booth to explain our religion to 
anyone who was interested. 

A tense woman — who was about 25 
years .old — asked me, "Are Catholic 
priests allowed to smoke a pipe?" Visual­
izing my favorite picture of Monsignor, 
Ronald Knox with his beloved pipe, I 
replied:' 'Why, yes. Ifthey want to.'' 

She then demanded,' 'Where in the Bible 
does it say you can smoke a pipe?" I 
replied, "Where in the Bible does it say 
you can eat tomatoes? This is no way to use 
the Word of God." 

ON THE RIGHT SIDE 

Completely ignoring the question, she 
persisted: "Have you been baptized in the 
Holy Spirit?" I answered, "Yes, when I 
was an infant I was baptized in the Name of 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit took possession of my soul at that 
moment" 

She retorted confidently, "You must be 
baptized in the name of Jesus. Paul wrote 
we must be baptized in the nameof Jesus.:4' 
(Evidently she was referring1 to' Acts 
27:19). 

"Of course," I said. "Jesus is the sec­
ond Person of the Blessed Trinity. He told 
us in Matthew 28 that we must be baptized 
in the Name of the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit." 
She persisted: "Paul said we must be 

baptized in the Name of Jesus. The Father 
is Jesus. The Son is Jesus. The Holy Spirit 
is Jesus." 

This weird exposition of the Bible texts 
she insisted is the one true interpretation of 
baptism. Many have experienced the fatu­
ousness of exchanging Bible quotations 
like ping pong balls with Bible "verse-
tossers." 
' In recent years mere has been a surge of 

interest in Bible reading among Catholics. 
This has had both bad and good results. I 
know Catholics who have gotten so twisted 
up by fundamentalist interpretations that 
they are sucked in by selected texts mat 
distort true interpretation. Thus, they have 
left the church to join some freelance Bible 
denominations. 

One of the best explanations of their 
problem is on a cassette made by a former 
non-Catholic minister, Scott Hahn. His 
earlier studies had convinced him of the 
errors of the Catholic Church. As Hahn 
continued to study the Bible, however, he 

Love of neighbor generated through love of God 
By Father Albert Shamon 
Courier; columnist 

Sunday's readings; (R3) Matthew 
22:34-40; (Rl) Exodus 22:20-26; (R2) 1 
Thessalonians 1:5-10. 

When St. John was an old man on the 
Isle of Patmos, he always preached the 
same sermon: "Little children, love one 
another,." 

People thought he was getting senile. 
One day someone asked, "Why do you 
always preach die.same flung?" 

John answered, "It is the command of 
the Lord. If you do this, it is enough.'' 

Today we hear so much about loving 
, people^That is wonderful, but we must 
never interpret love as license to "do what 

: I please." What sexual aberrations are be­
ing allowed in the name of compassion. 

Nor must love be seen only in terms of 
social welfare. How many have reduced 
the Gospel to social works! How many 
good-old American values have been 
destroyed by self-flagellation, self-
criticism and unbridled individualism. 

So, what is love all about? 
First, love is hierarchical. Christ said to 

love God and everything else flows from 
that. The great apostle of charity, St. Vin­
cent de Paul, said, "The poor did not lead 
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me to God. God led me to die poor.'' Love 
of neighbor flows from the love of God. 

Love also is active and dynamic. Where 
love exists it does great tilings. Love is not 
a blotter mat sops up, but a dynamo that 
generates action. Thus, love of God ge­
nerates love of neighbor. 

-^ And who is;, my neighbor? -Everybody, 
especially one in need. The Sunday 
readings single out three classes: aliens — 
those who don't belong, who are 
friendless, lonely or disadvantaged; 
widows and orphans — those who are 
helpless, the easy marks; and the poor — 
the rejected and neglected. 

How must I love them? As myself. 
Don't I love myself — whetiier I deserve 

it or not? Don't I always give myself the 
benefit of the doubt? And don't I always 
put the best interpretation on my actions? 

Well, I should do likewise for ray 
neighbor. I must not judge rashly. I must 

FLOSM accepting requests for emergency food grants 

GENEVA — The Finger Lakes Office of basis. 
Social Ministry is now accepting applica­
tions for food grants from emergency food 
providers in Ontario, Seneca, Wayne, 
Yates and Cayuga counties. Grants are 
available to not-for-profit agencies mat 
provide food on an emergency and no-cost 

Application forms are available at 
FLOSM's Operation Breadbox office, 
which is located at 110 Exchange St., 
Geneva, 14456. Completed forms are due 
by Nov. 2. 
v For information, call 315/789-2686. 

give him or her the benefit of me doubt. I 
must determine my service to him or her, 
not by tiieir merits, but by tiieir needs. I 
must respect him or her because they are 
children of God. I must also be charitable. 
I must do what I can to serve meir needs 
whether it be personally, or through, a 
group or political action. 

Atheistic Communism would never have 
taken a foothold anywhere in the world had 
Christian justice and charity been practiced 
by all Christians. 

We cannot convert the entire world, but 
if each of us would sweep in front of his 
own home, we would have clean streets. If 
we loved our neighbors out of love for God 
— whether or not they deserved our love — 
then all would be well in the world. 
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became convinced that Christ established 
the Catholic Church. He became a 
Catholic, and now lectures extensively to 
explain Bible interpretations and the 
church. 

Earlier this month, Father Robert Mac-
Namara invited me to substitute for him at 
Perinton's St. John of Rochester Church. I 
discovered there was going to be a Bible 
Study group conducted by the associate 
pastor, Father Don McCarthy, CSB. 

I asked, "Do you mind if I sit in with 
your group?'' I was surprised to find near­
ly 40 people with Bible and notes in hand, 
earnestly discussing passages from Genesis 
for two hours. A group met in the morning 
and die evening. 

Members of the group used texts called 
Little Rock Scripture Studies, presented 
through the Liturgical Press of Col-
legeville, Minn. The studies were brought 
to Rochester from St. Louis, Mo. by Mr. 
and Mrs. William Dempsey. The com­
petence of Mrs. Dempsey — who opened 
up the morning session — and Father Mc­
Carthy and the earnestness of die study 
group was an inspiration. 

I made a quick survey of parishes that 
have used the Little Rock Studies suc­
cessfully. The parishes include: St. Pius X, 
St. John's on Humboldt St., and St. James, 
all of Rochester; St. Paul's and St. Rita's in 
West Webster. 

Since Vatican n urges Bible Study, it is 
good to know of programs such as Little 
Rock Bible Study. 

In Habn's cassette talk, the speaker ask­
ed, "How many of you have relatives or 
friends who have left die Catholic Church 
to join some fundamentalist Bible group?" 
The answer was more than half of the au­
dience. And that I think is the experience 
of many of us. 

Anyone wishing a copy of mis superb 
cassette tape should send $3, plus $1 for 
handling, to me at 10 Lewis St., Auburn, 
N.Y. 13021. 

THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER 

EDWIN SULEWSKI 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

Grief... 
is help available? 

Grief is the name of a complex com­
bination of physical, emotional, and 
spiritual experiences. It occurs when 
we loose someone or something very 
important to us. 

ft is a natural reaction to the realiza­
tion that we are not all powerful, that 
we ourselves are mortal. 

Everyone deals with grief in a differ­
ent way. 

GRIEF RESOURCE INFORMATION 
FORUM and the PASTORAL CARE 
CENTER at Rochester General Hospi­
tal jointly sponsor a monthly bereave­
ment group called 
WORKING THROUGH LOSS. 

The group provides information, 
education and peer support for adults 
recovering from the death of a signifi-
sant person in their lives. 

The group meets the first Tuesday of 
each month from 7:30-9:30 p.m. in the 
E-4 conference room at Rochester 
General Hospital. 

Easy-to-follow signs are posted 
upon entering the hospital from the 
parking ramp. 

Open to all adults. There are no 
dues or fees. You may attend as long 
as you choose. 
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