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"Jesus clearly included and, in feet, 
went out of his way in seeing (women) as 
carriers of the good news," said Sister 
Nancy DeRycke, pastoral minister at 
Gates' St. Helen Church, a member of the 
Rochester Women's Ordination Con­
ference and a member of the diocesan 
Commission on Women. 

Although wealthy widows often financed 
and led early Christian communities, Sister 
DeRycke said that by the late Middle Ages 
sexism had caused women to lose their 
leadership status within the church. "The 
church has obviously been influenced in its 
tradition by the culture around it," she 
said. 

Today, however, that culture is among 
the forces pressuring the church to open its 
leadership to women. The secular feminist 

movement of the 1960s, along with Third 
World liberation and civil rights 
movements, led many women to re­
examine their historically subordinate roles 
in the church. Just as advocates of libera­
tion theology examined God's role in 
history through die eyes of the oppressed 
poor, feminists began examining God's 
role in their own lives. 

Ruether noted that Vatican n also played 
its part in the feminist theological move­
ment by calling congregations of women 
religious to renew themselves. "The 
religious women began to apply feminism 
in the 1960s and 1970s in incorporating it 
in the renewal of their orders," she said. 

Sister DeRycke also said women 
religious spearheaded feminism in the 
church because many of them felt 
frustrated by not being able to answer what 
they saw as God's call to ordination. 

" I think what we're seeing now is mar­
ried women and single women feeling that 
call," Sister DeRycke said, noting that 

CathoMeThanksCMngMppeal 

1990 
DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER 

Though 
Many, 

we Are 
One 

STRONG 
The Longest Experience 

• 
Excellent Success Rate 

• 
Medically Supervised 

• 
Behavioral and Nutritional Therapy 

• 
The Medical Weight Management 

Program 
\feu Should Call 

OPTIFAST 
STRONG MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

We're the One that's Different 

Call 275-1630 

Travel Trends ... 
invites you to 

SHOP! SHOP!! SHOP!!! 
Philadelphia, PA 

Tuesday, Nov. (^Thursday, Nov. 8,1990 
$ 1 9 3 5 0 Includes: 

OUTLET MALL shopping with over 150 stores, 
including Filene's, Sals, Aon 
Tkyler and Gantos; HOME 
DESIGNER OUTLET MALL, 
and 3 STORY MALL which 
houses Macy's, Bloomingdales, 
Wmamaker's and a host of 
others; hotel accomodations, 
daily breakfast & dinner, plus 
musical show "Hit Parade." 

UPCOMING TRIPS ... 
New %ck City Shopping Trip - December, 1M0 

ItaBan Cooking TDUT (Italy)-1991 
ScodudGotflbor-1991 

Call or wrife for our list of 
upcomin/shopping trips today. 

(716)544-0136 
TRAVEL TRENDS 

745 Titus Avenue 
Annex Building 

Rochester, New York 14617 

CENACLE OFFERS SPECIAL EVENTS 
N O T . 2-4 Creat ive Living Weekend Are you interested in: developing a 

higher selfconcept, overcoming die corrosive effects of self-criticism and 
in realizing your potential? Then, learn the techniques for tapping the 
tremendous power in your sub-conscious within the context of a faith 
response to life. Conducted by Sr. Annette Mattle, r.c. 

Nov. 2-4 Personal Growth Weekend This group experience can be a time in 
which you can: look at where you are at this time in your life; what is 
blocking your growth, where you want to be; and what steps you need to 
take to get there - given by Gloria Heineman and Sr. Hilda Blade, r.c. 

;Nov. 8 -11 Fa i th and Sharing Retrea t For handicapped and non-handicapped 
persons, conducted by Del Szczesniak 

Nov. 1 6 - 1 8 Discernment in Everyday Living Retreat Tools for continu­
ing discovery of God's will in my life and affirmation of my responses. 
Conducted by Srs. Ellen Frawley, Audrey Tilden and Margie Mayk, r.c. 

N O T . 3 0 - Advent Retreat: "Ordinary Approach t o HoUness"Redis-
Dec . 2 covery of a way to holiness through the ordinary rhythms of daily life 

presented by Fr. Joseph Hart from St. Bernard's Institute. 

All events are open to men and women of all faiths 

For further information and 
reservations please call 

THE MINISTRY OFFICE: Center for Spiritual Renewal 
693 East Avenue 
Rochester, New York 14607 (716) 271-8755 
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scores of women r- religious, single and 
married — are signing up for theology 
courses in Catholic seminaries across the 
country. Mi ny such women are! already in 

parish-level leadership roles as 
catechists, liy ministers and administrators 

mat have become available as 
rtage has worsened, several 

of feminist theology believe 
a whole benefits from their 

sexist language from 
ause inclusive language em-
l^eqiial^Iove for all people, 

and creates la new awareness of the so-
called ''feminine aspects" of God. 

Scripture studies now explore the Lord's 
tender and nurturing qualities as well as the 
attributes of power and rrught, Which are 
traditionally I identified: as ''n^culine.'*; 
Several observers noted that scnptural f ef-; 
erences to i Sod's "fenialefte^s'L'aiieyje^: 
emplified by the Wisdom literature of the 
Old Testament, which uses female* imagery 
for the divine; 
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Ultimately, feminist theology may be a 
sign of the Holy Spirit's wish to enrich the 
church, said Judith O'Brien, co-chair of 
the communications committee of me dio­
cesan Commission on Women and the 
commission's former chairperson. 

"Christian feminism is really going to be 
one of the engines for transforming the 
church," she said. "We think we are feel­
ing God's Spirit." 

Although feminists are sometimes 
stereotyped as working against men to ad­
vance their own interests, some feminists 
emphasized that true Christian feminism is 
an attempt to change the church so that the 
gifts of all its members can be realized. 

"The traditional element of the church 
sometimes gets threatened by people who 
get labeled as feminist," Sister DeRycke 
said, noting, however; that feminism can 
take various forms. "It doesn't have to be 
an either/or situation — either I'm humble 
orbold." 

Her words were echoed by Sister Egan, 
who concluded her talk by saying: "To­
day, we would call Jesus a feminist, that is, 
a person who believes in the mil per-
sonhood and equality of women, and who 
acts to bring that belief to realization in 
society and church." 
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ADULT 
SERVICES, INC. 

• Senior Sitters • Housekeeping 
• Companionship • Transbdrtattort 
• Shopping Servies • Daily Phone 
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266-0530 637-7720 
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IWTORC0ACH GROUP TOURS ft CHARTERS 

ONE DAY TOURS 
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 
IbefeThura., Nov. 27-29 
Includes: Jim Nabors Show 
Wheeling, Wast Vlrgina 

CHRISTMAS 
EXTRAVAGANZA 
Monday, December 3 
CuHen Gardens, near Toronto 

NIAGARA FALLS 
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 

• " - -* • W\m ii • • m i l i C 

vwvunMiiey, uecetnoer o 
Includes; Niagara on the Lake 

For free brochure please write to: 
AGNES MARIE COON 

7 CAYUGA STREET 
ROCHESTER, NY 14620 

716-473-8338 

THE MONKS OF 
GETHSEMANI ABBEY EXTEND : 

SEASON'S (MEETINGS 
TO ALL IN THE DIOCESE 

FOR OUR FREE CATALOG FOR 
HOLIDAY FOOD GIFTS 

WRITE: GETHSEMANI FARMS 
BOX 146 
TRAPPIST, KY 40051 -9989 

OR ANSWERING SERVICE (502> 566-0398 
OR OUR FAX NUMBER (502) 549-8281 

ST. BRIDGET'S 
ALUMNI REUNION 

November 18, 1990 

y S J S f f l ^ f i ^ ^ former school students and/or 
I I Ifaffl ^ 1 ^ v W former church members are invited to 
v fHlifllW i l l l /*L .% N . attend this historical reunion, and to 

renew old acquaintances, come back 
home to celebrate mass again, to dine 
together, and to gather some 

2:00pm Renewing OU Acquaintances a d d i t i o n a l f unds for t h e r e s t o r a t i o n of 
(Mapledale Parry House) . 1 Q-C , , , . , , . 

5:00pm Dinner t h e l b 7 5 c h urch building. 

12-.00N Alumni Mass 
(St. Bridget's) 

4:00pm Remarks 

4:15pm Benediction 

F O R T I C K E T S A N D M O R E 
I N F O R M A T I O N CALL: 

4:20pm Stay as long as your want (7 16) 454"4236 
* Bring your memoribilia to display at the Mapledale 

Catholic Courier 


