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By Barbara Stinson Lee
Catholic News Service

SALT LAKE CITY — The
Diocese of Salt Lake City has
backed a state of Utah position to
allow prayer at public school
functions such as graduation
ceremonies, but has suggested
members of minority religions be
encouraged to offer prayers from
their traditions so the practice
may be handled more fairly.

In a statement released July 27,
diocesan officials responded to
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Utah chapter of the American
Civil Liberties Union.
Parish-Pixler charged that
Alpine and Summit public school
districts violated students’ First

Amendment rights when prayer
was included in their graduation

] Salt Lake City diocese
backs state in lawsuit

The statement said the diocese
does not consider prayer at public
school functions a violation of the
First Amendment *‘as long as rep-
resentatives of all religious de-
nominations are called upon, in-
cluding non-Christian faiths.’’

Diocesan officials said it was
their conviction that the First
Amendment did not intend *‘what
is a growing hostility toward
religion in our public institutions
and in public life, but rather the
non-establishment of a specific
religion.

““However, the Catholic dio-
cese is aware of the difficulties in
appropriately implementing this
practice in an area where there is
an overwhelming dominant
religion,’’ the statement said.

“In practice, a dominant
religion all too easily ‘bleeds into’
the school system without anyone
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Students of all ages will be returning to school
soon. In some schoo! districts, small children will
be walking to school for the first time. We ask
that you exercise extreme caution!
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