. Cox). Unless Quaid can remember the
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V:olence re:gns supreme m act:on thrillers

NEW YORK (CNS) — Doug Quaid
(Arnold Schwarzenegger) is beset by
mysteries in ‘‘Total Recall’” (Tri-Star),
which is set in 2084.

Total strangers are trying to kill him, he
has dreams about being on Mars with an-
other woman, his devoted wife suddenly
attacks him, and he discovers a ‘completely
different identity is buried in his sub-
conscious. To learn who he is, he journeys
to Mars.

There, among the mutants and rebels, he
meets his dream woman (Rachel Ticotin)
and together they try to evade the killers
and his wife (Sharon Stone), who have
pursued him and are actually agents for
Mars’ ruthless tyrant, Cohaagen (Ronny

secret trapped in his mind that will lead to
the dictator’s downfall, he will be killed —
or worse — re-programmed to his original
identity as Cohaagen’s right-hand man.

Director ‘Paul Verhoeven’s dazzling ac-
tion thriller deftly blends taut editing, chill-
ing sound effects, gruesome makeup and
overwhelming special effects, but the
result drowns in a tidal wave of bloodshed.

Human life warrants no respect in this
ugly, futuristic society. Women are
presented as manipulative sexual
playthings; one mutant even puts her triple-
breasted frontage up for grabs. The three
women most featured don’t hesitate an ins-
tant to slaughter anyone who gets in their
way.

The non-stop killing is - relieved
somewhat by the intriguing uncertainty of
what is real and what is not. The audience
and Quaid wonder: Is he really Quaid, or
Cohaagen’s spy, or is he dreaming it all

The, Motion Picture Association of
America rating is R — restricted.

‘Another 48 Hrs.’ ,
dden death — at point blank range —
remains a constant in ‘‘Another 48 Hrs.”
P ount), the sequel to ‘‘48 Hours.”’
! prising their roles from the original
1982 movie, Eddie Murphy and Nick
Nolte form an uneasy alliance again as the
conZ(l)ct Reggie Hammond (Murphy) and
the cop Jack Cates (Nolte)

‘“Iceman,’”’ an elusive drug kingpin
those identity never has been discovered,

Tremendous wmds rushmg out of a Martlan space port push Doug Quaid
(Arnold Schwarzenegger) to near death in ‘Total Recall.’

Tri-Star Pictures

sional blows, they stick together to sur-
vive.

Meanwhile the duo get closer to the
truth, the corpses pile up and two hitmen
bikers who are stalking the pair set about
blasting everyone in sight.

After a fierce gun battle in a bordello,
the bikers speed off, but Jack and Reggie
manage to intimidate a prostitute into giv-
ing them vital information.

In a bloody climax they finally realize
Iceman is another cop, and by process of

elimination — literally and figuratively —

they melt the Iceman’s cover.

From the opening scene in director
Walter Hill’s film when two law officers
and a bartender are brutally shot to death in
close-up shots, the violence reigns
supreme.

Although the movie is billed as an ac-
tion-comedy, there is little to laugh at in
this scenario of betrayals, tough talk and
constant killings. 3

Another seven years on the beat and in
the slammer have taken their toll on Jack
and Reggie. They are now so distrustful
and jaded, it’s hard to accept them together
y’s incandescent
smile and/razor-sharp delivery still rescue
the film from unrelenting grimness.

The two, in fact, are the only developed -
characters in the film; everyone else is
either a victim or a callous killer. Aside
from the first-rate production values, the
storyline is just the framework in which to
showcase impressively violent stunts and
shock-value shootouts.

Set as it is in the sleazy underworld of
hitmen and hookers, a welcome moment of
relief, when Reggie meets a sweet super-
market cashier, is instantly ended when a
gun barrel is shoved in her ear, and she is
taken hostage. Such is the pace of this ac-
tion film where action usually means
obliteration.

Because of countless scenes of graphic,
excessive violence, continuous raw lan-
guage and brief partial nudity, the
U.S.C.C. classification is O — morally

offensive. The M.P.A A. rating is R — re-

stricted.
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