Knowing how to do what's
By Father Richard P. McBrien
Syndicated columnist,
We all want to do the right thing, but
given the complex conditions and circumstances mat affect most of our moral
choices, we don't always know how to do
the right thing.
Surely it is right to prttect human life at
every stage of development. But wellintentioned efforts on Jehalf of life can
backfire, causing serious harm to the prolife cause.
|
Surely it is right to maintain standards of
decency and dignity in the matter of human
sexuality. But well-meaning efforts on
behalf of decency can make the situation
worse, not better.
And surely it isrightthat the pope should
appoint bishops that are faithful to the
church's mission and who can inspire
others to take up the challenge of pastoral

ministry. But well-motivated, attempts to
create such a body of religious leaders by
administrative fiat can have the opposite
effect.
Doing the right thing is one matter;
knowing how to |do the right thing is another matter entirely.
Take, first, the matter of abortion.
Everyone in the pro-life movement wants
to do the right thing: preserve and protect
innocent human life from the moment of
conception.
But it is pathetically obvious by now that
many pro-life advocates haven't any idea
how to do the right thing. Indeed, thenefforts have been grievously counterproductive.
For years they have been pillorying New
York's Governor Mario Cuomo, as if the
cause of human life would be advanced
every time Governor Cuomo is given a

good stiff verbal beating.
In fact, he has become a scapegoat to
cover over the ineptitude of church leaders
who, in spite of their lapel roses and
magisterial muscle-flexing, have utterly
failed in their efforts to persuade even their
own Catholic people to stop committing the
sin of abortion.
And where has all this Cuomo-bashing
got us? There are as many abortions as
before, and Governor Cuomo's political
stature has.been enhanced, not diminished.
Indeed^ the Republican Party in the state
of New York had to settle for its 20th
choice as its candidate to run against
Cuomo this November. His Republican
opponent will be — of all things — a prochoice Catholic!
And what has come of the pro-life
movement's not-so-subtle support of the
national Republican Party — of Ronald
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Reagan and of George Bush, in particular?
The Republican Party seems to have
switched symbols from die elephant to the
umbrella. The parry is big enough now,
President Bush and National Chairman Lee
Atwater have assured us, to accommodate
pro-choice candidates as well as pro-life
candidates.
<
Even Congressman Henry Hyde, author
of the famous Hyde Amendment forbidding the use of federal funds for abortions,
supported a pro-choice candidate for governor in the Illinois Republican primary
this year, and he will undoubtedly support
the party's pro-choice candidate for U.S.
Senate, Congresswoman Lynn Martin, this
fall.
Given the New York Republican Party's
pro-choice platform and candidates, die arBy Cindy Bassett
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Scripture reference:%enesis 21:1-21.
And, finally, what of the recent efforts to
transform the Catholic hierarchy from a
body of pastorally sensitive and realistic
priests to one of ideological purity and institutional loyalty? .
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